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PREFACE. 


HE deſign of the following 
Addreſs is to perſwade tothe 
Re-uniting of «4 divided 
Church. And the unity of 

the Church is that which our and 
Saviour earneſily, and with reitera- 
ted Petitions prayed for to his Father, 
and which his Apoſiles after hins did 
with the moſt pethetical one 
they could well take wnto themſelves, 
perſwade the Chriſtians to maintain. 
By which we may perceive, That the 

eſr of Chriſt; deſign to be carried 
on by the Goſpel, does _y much de- 


perd upon this Union; which was the 


hs why the Heart of Chriſt, and 


bis es, were ſo much ſet wpon 


it. And if ſo; Then Diviſions, $5- 


A3 dingr, 


ad BE 


ong 


meal end fon 0 
of it from = ent >/ 
to furor po diſappoint our Wow. 
our in his deſign of Grace, and to de- 
pefee the Share Pai theſe fly 
ce, of the an comfort 
Greas af which be intended them 
in recommending the Chriſtian Rel;- 
giou to them ; And then it pill fob 
low alſo, That thoſe who are of 
the mind, ſpirit and temper of our $a- 
wioar and bis Apoſtles, are and will 
be moſt tender, leſt they ſhould make 
eny breach in the Church, or diſturb the 
Peace of it and moſt careful to do 
what in then lies to repair baggy 
when made : But contrariwiſe, that 
thoſe who are moſt venturons in ma- 
king breaches upon pretences that will 
wat abide an impartial tryal, aud leaf 
fareful to tſp wp thoſe which 
made, arc to that wy that 4 
ſo, devoid of « Chriſi-like. frame 0 
mind. and AuS z ſpirit,. 4 4 Nokd 
looks, woſt nnpleaſently npov yi any 
Fi wil, ngt dg 4ll.that they can dg to 
prevent 


| 


» 
. 


C \ any attempt: of this Nature have 
| <Dc> 41 443 


hr ' . Ty 
£ all DAY rhe Xs 
and. condition” bf the 
þ in this Nation by reaſon of 
£biſm, and what men fu er nil ve 
fo ſuffer thereby in'their religions 
eſt 5, I cannot imagine everyone: 
"what, good men Can better 
Phemſelves to Chriſt in an 
thing, and more anſwer the ; Fe of 
bis ; \By nor better ſerve their Gene- 
ration, than by endeavouring heartily 
etcording to the capacity they ave bn, 
and the opportunity they have, to pyo- 


_ 


"tyote the re-uniting of the dividtdl 


parts of the Church of God in thi 


' Nation. And if by endeavours of this 


nature, any think I have ated more 
than comes to my ſhare in this Adareſ: 


"\Þy &f iſe ; it hath been out of the 


abundance of my affeFion to ſo good 


"aud neceſſary 4 work, which wil 
. eaſily obtain pardon from thoſe that 


are for peace.” 1 cannot ſay, but that 


been 


by others, and endeavours 
IP Der . But tht reafow why 
tle comes of it,is, becauſe thoſe 
who are the 1,07 many 

world needs them ſelves Cen» 
ter of Vuiow , and Standard of Conn 
munjon. , But how unreaſonable 5 + 
( e ar en mien - ſhould bo 


#/r upon ſach terms," op 

1 nk hte 6 that oxr breaches ſhould 
3# can, 1} 4 appre- 

be Tate will all Presbyrers+ 
ans think you be perſwaded to ten 
Anebaptiſts or Independents, or -In+ 
dependents. to turn Ancbaptiſts, - on 


Anabeptiſis to turn In ents, or 

bens to turn Prerbyterians f $ if 
ſhould, when will _— 

of rf Church o f Engl 


them ? 80 _ Frag oe. -—_ 

of one of theſe —— 5 ef 

q, the Fryers tongs the = 
Jors to Re-wnite ay agaiw fo 
the Church of England, from \whith 
they wndguly rent themfelore : On ſe 
to perpetuate onr various Schiſm 

ti]. pe bane made opr ſelper. > 
prey 


The Pickice. 

v the" comimen Hvirſivy.” An, 
evi WEIFIR activ} 20 
pot wag my ed to ret tht Batard 
fuvber than to rome to fuch terins 
i*tommodition ar are wot 
_ othe+wiſe not altogither 
| 4b they could ifh, will certainly ſhew 

theneſelver to be perſons of but private 
flo fpirits, regarding mire their 
own Pn fatirfaG ion antt private 
c ency, then the publick benefit 
of the Church in general : « temper 
very whworthy a Chriſtian, and far 
from"tlaying down the life for the bre- 
threu: It war the true Mother who 
wes for yielding to ber Competitrix, 
rather then the Child Powuld be divt- 
ded. - Beſides, by continuing a $chiſm 
#pon furh terms which will RE 
10 ary rient of juſt cauſe, the 
Ms eter Reb + for all the 
dreadfel offer of it. 


Stwce their there is no probability 
thin wht deereſſors in their ſubdiviſ- 
bw# wH1 roer ſettle or wnite upon any 
De of their narrow founditions, it 
Will Td owbt not be much more betom- 
ge\\ ie ing 


The Peefacy- *K 
> reconcile is Chu 
of England, . rather than to perpetuate 
ory complex 8chiſm as we ſee 
caſt beth Church and Nation into. a 
Convulſion, and threatens its final 
rain. Do you or can you think that 
there is at this day, after all tryals 
made, any men upon Earth better 
Chriſtians than many of thoſe who 
have heen bred in the Church of Eng- 
land ſince the Reformation. from Po» 
pery, and who have lived and died 
in ber Communion ? TI can hardly 
think that any ſober, intelligent per- 
fan will venture to ſay there is. And 
if not, what is the matter then if no- 
thing but the being very good Chrifti- 
ans be your deſign, why (rather t 
to make 4 8chi m) that will not [a- 
tisfie you for the attaining to ee 


hath been ſo ſucceſsful for the effeFing 
this end in ſo many other wort 1y per- 
ſons as have left us an example of boty 
living, worthy our imitation # Wh 

the matter, as I apprehend it, Bands 
thus : \ Thoſe whoſe minds had | con 


wenced 


002 with he tiftorenh 
txphegs a old Non Cov 
,, Anabapti e our 
Lite LE Civil Pos /ag ake = took 
the opportunity which it gave them, to 
begin 4a work of reformation in thts 
Nation, as they Notioned it to be. And 
Ny b they all till agreed with the 
burch of England in doGrines 0 
Teak oY « holy life, and in hoe 
dottrines wherein it oppoſeth the 
Church of Rome; yee and in the ſub- 
ſtance of Divine worſhip alſo : Tet 
they all oppoſed the Church of Eng- 
land iz the external form of xr 3 
and in her order and Government. Bat 
when they had done ſo, they conld not 
agree among themſelves what form of 
' worſhip and Government, in oppoſition 
toel other,ic indeed of Divine Right, 
but therein ford oppoſed one another. 
So Bhat this ſo called Reformation, 
þ* danced more diviſions and ſepara- 
i s, and multiplied more, and move 
monſtrous Ser, than ever there were 
in the Nation before. Not withſtand- 
vis! the ſad experience of ell which, and 


wot - 


,, 


The Preface! 
Higher Powers to reduce themes yet tt 
ſeems theſe ſeveral divided pertrbave 
thought themſclues concerned upon! vic 
acconnt or other, fi to cerry on their 
efteemed Reformation in their ſeveral 
different ways, and rather to run the 
bezard of all the ill conſequence! of 
their divifion in common from "the 
Church of England, and of their ſeve- 
ral ſubdiviſions among themſelnes, 
thaw to return to our Parochial Com- 
munion, Trad) b 
Now then, the endeavour of the fol- 
lowing Addreſs, is to ſhew theſt two 
things eſpecially. The one ir, That 
both the ' Principles and prattice tn 
weny things, wherein this Refort#a- 
tion endeavoured by them doth confeft, 
are really" corruptions, and things 
which ought themſelves to be os co 
ed. 'The other is, that if any” 
dation in matters Eccleſiaſtical, ſhell 
be found convenient for the peace, ws- 
ty, and ſtability of the Church of 
Enaland 3 4t I will not deny but there. 
way, the preſent genins and tewpey of © 
gany 


=——<— WW 
conſidered ( for 


| 3k « berdner of cw peoples 


Aye oy vp of ww Law, Krug rey 
wiſe. would not have beem weeſſary © ) 
Ke#ito feek this by ſeparation from our 
Pariſh Churches, and by gat 

Ghwrches out of om and by keeping 


; 48 00 


4s tend to hurt the Charch 
wrch more than'to do it —_ 
W to ſet people back and not to bring 
them forward as that wherein the 
oy Chriflianity 
ods this 


formiſts did. 4nd the former writings 
of the Frofens Prechyterians, <bound 


» The Prefxce. 
Bice of gathering Churches out of aur 

peer ir ig Tea thoſe _—__ 
been chief in the Congregational may, 
have in their Apologetical Narratian 
told the World, Thatall that Conſei- 
ence of detilement they conceived 
cleaved tothe worlbip of God ja ayr 
Pariſh Churches, or of the unwarrant* 
able power of Church Governoursex- 
erciſed . therein , did never workin 
any of themaany other thought, much 
leſs opinion, but that.multnudes of 
the Pariſh Congregations; were the 
tme Churches. and: body of . Chriſt, 
and the, Miniſtry thereof. a true Miaij- 
ry. « And again » We have al 
profeſt (ay ng (aud that o__ 
times whea the Churches of 
were mol, either atually overs 
with deflements, or:.in 

thereof ) that we both did 

and would - hold} a Communion. with 
them as (the US ns ay Fg 
ſhall not offend you by | 
improvement. of the ___ 


retiegions,. which the'maiter \- By 0 
ble, of. ., Only. I beertily wiſh, od 


fe Prefice. 
"#66 howour of our Religion, we may af 
SS "Srrarcfel vo do that whith is good 
SS wid\comment{ible', not only i#" the 
Y -febr of Git but alſo tw the fight of 


wen + and that nothing may be done 


ſome in order to it from 
eration of the different cir- 


awvſt needs ſay f 
*Y fort of it, and hath x flop to the 
ww with ſuch a return courſe of ſepars- 
[md rec bath 

# without an h at all, 
eſpecially in that rl at 6 to Lay 
\ Now the God of love and peace at 
veſt leid'ns ont of all thoſe diftra@i- 
ons "and confuſlons into which owr 
ome weakneſs and folly hath betrayed 


ws, 'iwto paths of purity, peace, and 
2Wt [wand 
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ey; nate 3 a2. ao als 
of 4 und mind , 
we may all come to —_— 


"of the ſpirit in the hond of peace. 
A 
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TO THE 
Non-Conformilts, 


Beginning with the 


Anabaptilſts. 


"$IRS, 
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OW I am- upon _— 
the World by reaſon © 
Age; ſome reaſons have 
prevailed with me to 
; leave behind me for you, 
a few words, not of bitter Conten« 
tion, but - of Peace, and to Edifica- 
tion; and ſuch only as are agreeable 
to a following the Truth in Love. And 
B iQ 


| 
| 
[ 
: 
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2: A Friendly Addzeſs 

in doing ſo, methinks I might promiſe 
my ſelf, that what ſhall be thus offer- 
ea, 


will with. agke mind be ponder- 
ed and weighed by alt ſuch among 
you, as in whom paſſton, prejudice, 
and partialityf, do- nor prevail more 
than that wiſdom which is from above, 
which is firſt-pure, ther ptaceable and 
eaſe to be intreated. F2Y 
_ How unfit: (oeyer I may in oftier: 
reſpedts be thought for this underta- 
king, yet my. former experience in 
your way, and the many: ſerious and 
impartial, conliderations b haye Had 
about ity may foflibly Have prvearme 
ſo much advantage for it, as may ex- 
cuſe my preſeat undertaking, . And 
beſides, if he that digged « pir (Ex. 
23» 33s.) mas ta covers iP; no mat 
need. to wonder! 16 1/ concerts my (elf 
mare: than- many. others, by endeas/ 
vouring whatin me: lics; to'Cure the” 
almoſt. Epidemical Diſeaſe of Schiſm 
aw and:to pzevent itiiwothers. 
For. however; the, general: prevailing / 
of! it ſeems: to- have: worn! out T- 
ſeale. of the -hainoufacſs of 16. __ 
c 


to th Non-Ednilogniits, 3 
the Church 6f God and 11} rhe fa 
tv60us Guides in it a had of it 
arid to have'chd its ndme, and 
to: be now adopted into the-aumber 
of Virees, and ro be eſteemed an 
Orna among too mify ; yet [ 
aſfare bay it is not {6 wich me, who 
haye ſeen and obſerved rhe diſmatef- 
of it. org doubtleſy it is _ 
grown any whir the Ieff hainous 
prevailin ; {> much as it hath do 
unleſs a thing becomes rhe 1efs evil by 
how much the amore miſthief it 
does. | 
This evil cook Fes preſently after 
the Refortuacion from Popety, and be- 
cate a'clog to it then, as it hath been 
ever fince. And I know gothidg' fo 
like ro ſabvere the Reformation, and 
at laſt to' deliver us up ap#in” nnto' a 
pal Power; as this Sin 6f Schiſtn. 
erefote blame me" ribt if you 
find me erideavouring ro'qtwaken you 
itito the ſane ſetiſe of it which T my 
felf have,” If you wilt bat rake your 
meaſure of what it is like t6 produce 
among the whote I party = 
2 


4 A Friendly — 


the cud, af a ſtop be not- put to.it, 
by what the diviſions among your 
ſelves in the, greateſt. part of your 
wa tions in this, Nation hath 
t forth El in the, Welt; 
is A will Peg enough, 
h as one would ink hould cre- 
ate it you a great jealouſy touc 
the practice of ſeparating You vn 
Proteſtant - Congregations. I ſhould 
think it might well cauſe you to con- 
fider, whether thoſe - Sub-diviſions, 
and, ſub-ſeparations among your 
ſelves, do not befal you as a correti- 
onfor your. firſt dividing from others 
without a cauſe, and to awaken you 
to reyiew the grounds on- which i it 
hath been. dons. - ,... 
Now , to, convince you that you 
have 00 ſutficient ground to ſeparate 
on account of izfant Baptiſm, and 
oh t you have great cauſe to repent 
that you have, 6 done, is that I con- 
fcls which T chiefly defig ign in.this Cha- 
ritable Addreſs, G far as i concerns 
you only... 
You are wont to interpret the EX» 
tent 


- 


to the Mon-Conformifts. 3 
tent of Chrifts Commiſſion” to Bap* 
tize, by what is recorded in point of 
faF, touching who or what manner 
of perſons were Baptized by the Apo- 
les and others in their titnes : and 
to conclude that no Infants were” au- 
thorized, by l Commiſion, to be 
Baptized, fih& as you ſuppoſe the 


Scripture gives no account, that any 
ſuch were Baptized. Bar if this way 
of arguing were good, it would cer- 
tainly make againſt your own pra- 
Qice, whether it make any thing a- 
gainſt Infant Baptiſm or no. For then 


the aid Commiſſion of our Saviour 
would not warrant the baptizing of 
any ſuch as you baptize, to wit per- 
lons at age, whoſe Parents were Chri- 
ſtians when they were born, and who 
have been educated from their Child- 
hood in the Chfiſtian Religion : for 
there is not the leaſt hint in Scripture 
that any ſuch were baptized in the 
Apoltles days, nor of, any (excepr 
Infants) bur only fach as were Con- 
verted from Judaiſm or Paganiſm, to 
Chriſtianity ,” and rhar* preſently 

B 3 after 


cM, of the bapinng wp 
wart cannot map i” be 
peine pr whery EE 
can be 
miſſion, kev aunaou 
be no ſtages in 2. a of wow 
baptizing any Infants. By this you 
pu that your populer fs mu a» 
ainſt lafant Baptilm, 

OG won your own war van 
The difference then between you and 
the Pzdo- , muſt not be decir 
ded by exam les in po eo tat, 
(thought 1 pry fboul w_ Tan P mould 
far more to ſeek than they, 38 tha 
be ſhewed qhrrward) but by the 
Dotrine of the Scriptures ooh. tg 


Church-memberſhip and 
which we will now come to conſider, 
and tbereio proceed gradually. 

When gay thing hath been woat » 
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to che Man-Confoanilts, 7 
be argued from che Church-metber- 
ſhip and Circumciſion of Infants im 
Old Teltgment. times, im favonr of 
the vikble Church-memberſhip and 
Boptiſm, of: Infants crow, and ih fa- 
vour alſo of the Natjonlity ' of 
Churches. it hath been ſtill replied 
and urged: by you, thar there is this 
differeace between the Church then 
and now, to wit, that the Church 
was Coaſtituted then by Natzrd! Ge- 
weretion, whereas it is Conftituted 
now by Spiritual Regeneration; and 
farther, that what was ſufficicnt tb 
make Church-members then , and 
to. quahie them for the initiating Or- 
dinagce, is not ſonow. And becauſe 
this is a Corner-ſtone in your build- 
ing, 2 foundation principle, ttpon 
which both you and the Congrega» 
tional men 10 great part do found 
pw ſeparate Congregations, there- 
ore it will be very meet in the firſt 
place to. examine what there is it! this 
pretenGion, | | 

Fhat which is uſually alledged for 
it;] is Koay. 9. 6, 7, 8. where it's ſaid, 
| B 4 They 


8 A Friendly Addzeſs 
They are not all Iſrael which are of 
Iſrael : neither becauſe they are the 
eed of Abraham, are they all Chil- 
dren: but in Iſaac ſhall thy ſeed 
be called, That is, they which ave the 
Children of the fleſh, theſe are not 
the Children of God, but the Children 
4 the promiſe | ere. connted for the 
ced. However you may have flat- 
ter'd your (elves on the meer ſound 
of theſe words to think them a ſtrong 
foundation for your aforeſaid notion 
and opinions yet being more nar- 
row! Jooked into, they will be found 
to fo and uttgrly overthrow it. 
For that which theſe words will di- 
realy prove, is, that Church-Mem- 
berſhip or perſons Relation unto God 
as his Children, did not, no not in 
Old Teſtament times, proceed from 
Natural Generatian, or meerly from 
being Abrahams Seed, according to 
the fleſh. - 

The unbelieving Jews, agaiaſt 
whoſe pretences the Apoſtle here ar+ 
gues, did indeed hold, that becauſe 
they were gaturally deſcended. from 

| Abraham, 
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to the Non-Confoxmiſts, #« 
Abraham, and Circumciſed and kept 
the Law, that God ſhould be uorigh- 
reons and not make good his promiſe, 
ifhe ſhould nbt own them for his Chil- 
dren but caſtthem off,as the Apoſtle in 
his Do&rine it ſeems, aſſerted that he 
would, if my did not believe but 
reje& the Go pe of his Son. And 
that upon which they built this con- 
fidence was; in that God had promi- 
ſed'to be the God of "Abraham and 

his Seed. | 
'To take off 'which pretence of 
theirs, and to prove that God would 
a& nothing contrary to” bis promiſe 
made to Abrahaw and his Seed, 
though he ſhould rejeQt them for re- 
jecting the Goſpel, he' ſhews they 
were under a gfeat miſtake (juſt as 
you are now) 1n thinking they were 
the *Children- of God, or of his 
Church, meerly becauſe rhey were 
deſcended from Abrahams Loins. For 
faith he, they are not all Iſrael that 
are of Tjraet, which yet they would 
have been, if ſomewhat elſe hzd not 
beeo'requiſite to make them ſo, _ 
£ their 


10 I Friendly Tbzeſs + - 

heir procedure oyt of his Loins im. a 
courſe of natural Generatioa., 'Ne#- 
ther (Gith he) becauſe they are the 
Seed of Abraham, are they all Chit 
dres, to wit of God, as after he ex» 
poynds it when he faith , they that 
ore the Children of the fleſh, theſe are 
wot the Children of God, Ver. 8. 

But as he ſhewed from what this 
Relation of Sonſhipunto God did not 
proceed, ſo he ſhews likewiſe from 
what it did, by interpreting thoſe 
words of God to Abrabam , but in 

ſhall thy ſeed be called. That is 


ith he) they which are the Children 


of the are not the Childrem 
FA Gel bo s Children of the pro» 
wiſe are counted for the ſeed. Now 
by Children of th&promilſe is meant 
Abrahams. ſpiritual Seed: for they 
we ſee are oppoſed to Children of the 
fleſh : and Gicicual and carnal aro 
contra-diſtinguiſhed, the ane from the 
other, as Sceds of a different ſpecies 
or kind. This is fo plain, as whas. 
can be plainer ? So that in Abrabome 
time abd after, we ſee, thoſe wha! 

were 
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to the Non-Confoemiſts. 1x; 
mo Related to God as his Church 
Children , w ge {o upon the ac- 
ay of their Abrahams ſpiri- 


"I ow in in chat any of 
the Genriles being proſelyzed to the 
Faith ad Melinice of dbreham,were 
m] ki {e's to be adamutted 


ges with the peo- 
"le of Rar rr of ; td and to 
At, with them as were z 
it's 2 plain caſe that their Church, 
ip or Relation to God as 
his all, uh did not then 
rom patural Generation and 
Relation , they being Childrea of 
Abraham not Maar to the fleſh, 
but -according to faith. : The ſame 
may be ſaid of Strangers from amon 
the Gras, that were born of 7 
ile Parents in 4breheaws Houle, or 
bt with bis my , they being 
his power to in truſt and edus 
cate in the truc Religion, the Males 
of them were to be Circumciſed and 
ived into the Church gs Abra: 
” Spirityal Secd, ny 
is 


12 A Friendly Addzeſs 
This being ſo, upon what account 
little Childrea were of the Church 
at that time, we will conſider after- 
wards. In the mean time, methinks 
from what hath been now repreſented 
to you fromthe Scriptures,you ſhould 
not but perceive that the Church was 
no more conſtiruted by natural 
ration before the times of the Goſpel, 
than it is fince: And that therefore 
the ſpiritual Conſtitution of the 
Church under the Goſpel, is no more 
an argument againſt Infants Church- 
memberſhip, nor of the Nationality 
of Churches now, than the like Con- 
ſtitution of the Church in Old Teſta- 
ment times, was an argument againſt 
them then. 
The next thing I would offer to 
your conſideration is this, "That not- 
withſtanding that the Conſtitution of 
the Church in' Old Teſtament times, 
was as well ſpiritual as that in the 
new, and did as well conliſt of 4bra- 
hams Spiritual Seed as the New Te- 
ſtament Church doth, and that there 
1s no ſuch difference between them 
as 
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as you have imagined : Yet for all 
that the whole body ofthe Jewiſh peo-« 
ple in Jacobs Line, ftood related to 
God as his Children and peculiar peo- 
le, Before they were incorporated 
into a Common-wealth , and while 
they were as yet in Egypt, God him- 
ſelf ſtiled them colleQively confider- 
&d, bis Son, Exo. 4. 22, 27. And af- 
terwards to the whole body of that 
people, Moſes ſaid, Te are the Chil- 
dren of the Lord your God. And 
again, thow art an ". people wnto 
the Lord thy God, and ath choſen 
thee to be @ peculiar people unto hin- 
ſelf, Deus. 14. 1,2. Elſewhere th 
are [tiled Saz#ts, Devt. 33.2, 3. P 5 


89: 5.7. & 149. 1. * And St. Pal 
ſaith, that, unto them 'pertained the 
«doption, Rom. yg. 4. Now theſe (&- 
veral appellations, Children of God, 


ly people, Saints, peculiar people, 
ap yoo 


Gy oubtleſs as much when ap- 
plied to the Old Teſtament Church 
as when applied ro the New, in the 
Epiſtles to the Churches. "And there- 


fore there can'be no difference in the 
Q $a X 
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general nature of the Corltitution of 
the one and- of the other. Though 
there is a difference in the Revelation 
of the mind of God, and of the way 
of Salvation to the Church then and 
now, yet there is no ſuch difference 
in their Coſtication, as that the one 
ſhould be called carnal, and the other 
ſpiritual: for as thoſe of che Church 
of the New Teſtament are fail to be 
Saints by calling, holy oY refer, Chil- 
dren of God, a pecyliar people, (off 
were thoſe office o1d likewiſe, . _ |} 
 Conlidering then'that the Old Te: | 1 
{tament Church was Canltituted' of | : 
Abrahams Spiritual $&d as well asf c 
that of the. New; ' and. ſed the f t 
Children of God, Sairits, 4 holy arid 
peculiar people, as thoſe 6f the New | c 
Teſtament Church alſo are: One off e 
theſe two things mult of neceflity | ef 
follow. Enher firſt thar che wholef p 
body of the people of the Jews utider} ie 
the Old Teſtament, and. all the pe6+1 
ple of the Churches of the'New, whoj te 
both came under the aforeſaid derioy at 
minations, were all ſavingly holy, atic 
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no Hypocrites' arhong them : or elſe 
ſeebndly, That ſome people are in 
— IT degothinated Children of 

« holy People, Saints, a pecu- 
lar ople and the like, in other re- 


ſpecs than thar of ſaving grace or in- 
ternal holineſs. And becauſe we have 
ro ad to believe that all_ theſe 
* of the Old Teſtament Church 
arid of the New, to whom the afore- 
ſid appellations are given, were (a- 
vingly ſanQified, favingly the Chil- 
dren of God, therefore we muſt of 
neceſſity conclude, that they were 
and' are {6 called upon ſome other ac- 
count that is more extrinſecal than 
that of ſpecial and internal grace. 

- Arid what that ſhould be 1s nor ne- 
0 ceſſary' for me to Ie . it is 
of | enough to. e that-it appears 
ty that the Geo one glorious ap» 
ic} petfarions, are in Scripture given to 
ler] ſome" orher, than ſuch as are ſavingly 
e061 fabHiffed. But yet that which ſeems 
'hoj to' me moſt likely to be it , upoth 
no4y account of which. others. are ſtiled 
nd Sins, che-Children of God and _ 

J like, 
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like, than thoſe that are ſavingly ſo, 
is this, to wit Gods chuſing, calling;: 
and ſeparating them from other peo- 
ple in the World, to be brought near-, 
Er to him than thoſe others are, in re- 
latioa, and in learning to profels the, 
true Religion. And thus ſuch are 
Saints by Calling , Rome. 1. 6,7. of 
which 1 ſhall ſay more afterwards, 
and of the manner how. But thus 
there are many called when but few 
are choſen, as our Saviour hath told, 
us again and again. Called, not only 
by being invited, but really bfought. 
to profeſs the true Religion, in the 
fiacere belieft and praftice of which, 
Salvation is to be obtained z when 
yet they are not the choſen, of God 
in that emphatical ſenſe which 1s pe- 

culiar to thoſe who are inwardly, in. 

heart and'Soul., ſeparated and deyo» 
ted ro God. Thus all andevery one, 

are Gods Sons or Daughters that are 

called by his name, as every one is 

that is called to profeſs his name and 

Religion. Iſa. 43. 6,7. Bring my 
Sors from far, and my daughters ſow. 
the 
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the ends of the earth ;, ewtn every one 
that is called by my name. And ac- 
cording to this account, and in this 
more general reſpe&, perſons very un- 
worthy in point of life and practice, 
are Gods Sons and Daughters. Det. 
31. 19. When the Lord ſaw it, be ab- 
borred them, becauſe of the provoking 
of his ſons and of his daughters. T 
are many that are Children of Gods 
Kiggdom, that will be caſt out into 
outer darkneſs, 2fath. 8.12. St. Paxl 
writing to all the Churches of Gala- 
tie, faith thus unto them, Chap. 3. 
26. Te are all the Children of God by 
faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and gives this 
reaſon of his ſo ſaying: For as many 
as have been baptized into Chriſt (as 
they all were) have put on Chriſt, viz. 
by profeſion. And yet many of them 
were ſuch as made him to write thus 
of them. 7 marvel that ye are ſo ſoon 
removed from bim that called you un- 
to the grace of Chriſt, unto another 
Goſpel, Chap. 1. 6. I am afraid of 
you, leſt t have beftowed on you la- 
bour in vain, Ch. + 11, And again, 

I 
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1 land in doubt of you, Ver." 20: 
Much more of this nature might be 
ſaid, and it might be further ſhewed 
alſo,that the holy Scriptures ſtile ſuch 
Saints in this more general reſpect, 
and in a large ſenſe, which were far 
from appearing to be ſo in the more 
ſpecial and emphatical ſenfe. Ioſtan- 
ces of this nature might be given in 
Members of the Church of Corinth, 
and other Primitive Churches, as well 
as in the antient Jewiſh Church, Com- 
pare 1 Cor. 1. 2. with Chapi5. 1. and 
8. 1o, 11. and. 15. 34. 2 Cor. 12. 20, 
21. But I will not multiply words 
to prove that. which appears ſo evi- 
dent by a few as you fee. 

But if this be true which I have 
been proving, viz. That ſome in the 
viſible Church are in Scripture deno- 
minated the Children of God, a holy 
people, Saints, a peculiar people , 1a 
other reſpects than fuch as amount to 
faving grace , - or internal holineſs; 
Then your principle and the princi- 
ple of others in the Congregational 


wy, cannot be ſound, when you and 
they 
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they aſſert, That none are to be owned 
#s members of the piſible Church, ſo 
as to be reteived into Church Commu- 
nion, who are not in the Judgment 
of Charity, ſavingly ſan@ified. For 
we ſce others than ſuch are in Scrip- 
ture account owned as really mem- 
bers of the vifible Church. And there- 
fore the opinion and prattice both of 
you and them in this, can be no other 
than an inzovation and humane in- 
vention, and which hath been one 
principal cauſe of ſo much diviſion in 
the Church, and of the ſad cfte&ts of 
it, as we have already (een. I have 
nothing to ſay againſt exergifing as 
much Charity in your opinion of 9- 
thers as you can. But that's no judg- 
ment of Charity , nor of truth net- 
ther, to judg thoſe no viſible Church 
Members for want of ſaving Grace, 
which yet are ſo in the judgment ot 
God himſelf by the Scriptures. And 
men ſhould not pretend” to be wiſer 
than their Maker, or think to find 
out better miethods than he hath 
pircht upon, _— the promoting his 

2 


ends, 
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"ends, his own Glory and mans Salva- 
tion. But when they do, they lightly 
do in the total, and at the long run, 
but fruſtrate and. diſappoint thoſe 
ends, or greatly hinder them, and 

romote thoſe of a worſe nature. The 
Ladamene of Charity in this matter, 
1s a rule arbitrary and uncertain, and 
will vary as mens opinions and affe- 
Qions yary, and he ſhall be a good 
Chriſtian 4n the charitable judgment 
of ſome, that ſhall be denied to be fo 
in the pans of others. To ſet 
up this judgment of Charity for a 
rule in this matter, is indeed a way 
like unto which there is none that.[ 
can think of ſo prepared and fitted to 
make parties and Setts inthe Church 
as that is. But to owa all tobe of 
the viſible Church who are converted 
from a falſe to the profefiion of the 
true Religion , and the little Chil- 
dren of ſuch, and the ſucceſſors of 
fuch in the ſame profeſon, until they 
deſert the Church, or are worthily 
and deferyed]y, and in a regular way 
of proceeding Excommunicated, 1s 


ro 
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to walk by an open, manifeſt, certain, 
and fixt rules which had it been duly 
obſerved, would have preſerved the 
Charch in Unity and Peace, which 
now is lamentably divided and diſtur- 
bed by introducing other meaſures, 
Which brings me to the aext thing to 
be red into. 

The next thing then which as I ſay 
we will uire into is, how or in 
what little Children were 
members and a part of the Old Teſta- 
ment Church, and capable of the then 
mitiating Ordinance. And by what 
hath been before proved, | think we 
may ſafely conclude, that it was not 
meerly upon the account of their na- 
tural d t from Abreharr, or on 
Abrahams Seed, according to the 
For Abraham as he was Father to the 
Charch or Church members as ſuch, 
it was not jin-his natural but bis reli- 
gious capacity that he was ſo: it was 
as he was a believer, that -he was and 
yet Is the Father of Behevers. And 
accordingly all that were of the 
Church, whether young or old, were 

C 3 lo 
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ſo upon a religious account 1n one 
reſpe&t or other, The Church is not 
4 Natural, Political , or Civil Com+ 
munity, but a Religious or Spiritual 


Community : And therefore all per-: 


ſons,and ſo little Children that were 
of the Church, muſt needs in one 
reſpe@ or other have been perſons of 
4 Religious or ſpiritual conſideration. 
This I think ts paſt diſpute. And yet 
I think that the little Children which 
were of the 'Church, could not be 
looked upon to be in that religious 
capacity aQtively,or by any ad of their 
own while but little ones, but were 
paſſively ſuch. 

This conſidered, I know not upon 
what, better- to place the. viſible 
Church-memberſhip of Infants, or to 
attribute it to, than Gods eleFing and 
calling them to be his people, and their 
Parents dedicating and devoting them 
to God and his ſervice. Firſt, God 
choſe them to be his people among 
the reſt. Dext.4. 37. Becauſe he loved 
thy fathers, therefore he choſe their 
ſee after them, This was the adop+ 
: | tin 
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tion of which St. Pawl ſpeaks, Romr. 
9.4 Now Gods thus chafing them 
to be his people and declaring that he 
had choſen them (as he did in promi- 
fing to be their God): was one degree 
of ſeparating them from the reſt of 
the World,and by which they became 
a holy ſeed, relatively holy I mean. 
Bur this was not all : but they be- 
came his people by Gods calling them 
to be fo as well as by his eletion and 
promiſe. ' -The Lard-by his Prophet 
{tiled the whole body of the people 
of the Jews, Iſrael my called, Tſe. 48. 
12.” By this call of his they were jn 
a further degree ſeparated to God as 
his people, and difcrenced from the 
Heathen Nations that were under no 
ſuch call, Now God then calleth 
perſons to be his people, when he 
placeth them in ſuch circumſtances, 
or vouchſafeth them ſach means, as 
by which they do or will come to 
take him for their God, and to im- 
bracg the Religion which is of God. 
Now as tothe manner of this call, it 
is cither extraordinary or ardinary, 
C 4 Ay 
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As for Abraham himſelf he ſeems to 
have been called by God in a way ex- 
traordinary, by his aring and 


ſpeaking to him as he did in 
tawia, AGs 7, 2, But his ae 
poſterity were called in an ordinary 
- way by being educated from their 
Childhood in Abrahams Religion by 
their Parents; deriving it from Abra- 
ham,and ſo ſucceſiively from one Ge- 
neration to another, from Generation 
to Generation, according to Pſel, 78, 
5, 6. The Lord eſtabliſhed a teſtimony 
in Jacob, and eppointed « Law in 1 
racl, which be commanded our fa- 
thers that they ſhould make them 
known to their Ghildren : that the 
generation to come might know then, 
even the Childres which ſhould be 
born : who ſhould ariſe and declare 
them to their Children, .that they 
might ſet their hope in God. . And 10 
this way the little Children who were 
then members of the Church as all 
confeſs, were called to that Church 
memberſhip, unleſs you can ſuppoſe 
that any can be Members oft the 
Church 
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Church without being called to ir. 
And it was doubtleſs the Eleftion and 
Call aforcfaid, by which little Chil- 
dren were he into that ſpiritual 
relation to and his people, which 
qualified them for a ſolemn admifftion 
mto the Church by the Church ini- 
tiating Ordinance for the time then 
being, which other Children were 
not duly capable of who were not 
under that Election and Call. God's 
lacing thoſe Infants in fach circum- 
nces as was their being under the 
care and tutorage of ſuch Parents, 
as would iſſue in their owning God 
for their God, and his Religion for 
the way of their worſhiping and (er- 
ving him, was his calling of them in 
the begmning of it, unto ſuch a pro- 
fethon. And the Scripture uſeth ta 
reckon littleChildren as having begun 
to do this or that, when they are bug 
placed in circumſtances that will bring 
them' ro do it aftually*in the Iflue. 
And thus the Children of the Roba- 
thites of a month old were numbred 


with their fathers as with them keeping 
t 
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the charge of the SanGnary , when 


they were | but in a way — 
trained up to it, Nxmb./2. 28. A 
in this reſpe& perhaps it was that our 
Saviour ſpake of ſome hittle Children 
2s believing; in him, of: which I ſhall 
ſay.more afrerwards, Mat. 18. 6. And 
for-the ſame reaſon it may be little 
Children were ſaid to enter into Co- 
venant with God when their Paretits 
did (o, . Dext. 29. I1, 12. ' To con- 
clude thisenquiry 5 Moſt certain it is, 
that Infants were then received inte 
the Church and were a part of it, as 
all acknowledge 3 and it muſt be in 
the reſpefts which I have mentioned 
that they were ſo, unleſs any more 
likely can be named, which I cannot 
imagine. For other Infants of the 
Heathen which were not under theſe 
circumſtances, were not- reputed 
Church Members, nor were in an 
immediate —_— of the Churc 
initiating Ordinance. 

The next thing after this which 
would be enquired into 1s, whether 
the vifible Church memberſhip of the 

| Infants 
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lafants of believing Parents, was di ſ- 
continued or terminated by the ta- 
king place of the Goſpel miniſtration, 
orby any new Church ſtate under it # 
And I doubt not to ſay, that there are 
many things which will determine this 
queſtion againſt you in the Negative, 
I will begin with that in Awe. 11. 29. 
where it's ſaid, far the gifts and cal- 
ling of God are without 'repentance. 
Theſe words relating to the callingof 
fuch Jews who as concerning the 
Goſpel were then Enemies for the 
ſake of the believing Gentiles, and 
yet beloved for the fathers ſake, that 
which I chiefly note from them is, 
That the calling of God, or his an- 
tient = th method of bringing the 
Jews to be his people, is not now un- 
der the Goſpel recalled, nomore than 
his donation or gift conferred on 
Abraham and his Seed, is, when he 
promiſed to 'be their God on the 
terms he did, but both are ſtill con- 
tinued without any repentance in 
God. The way into the Church is 
as open, the terms of admiſtion as 

| touching 
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touching the general nature of them 
as calie, and the means of procuring 
it vouchſafed by God, as ſufficicat 
now as ever they were. God hath 
not repented of any favour. or grace 
that was antiently granted/ to the 
Jews whether old or young, in 

rence to their being of his Church 
and People. And in that very pre- 
diction in Tſe. 59. 20,21. which the 
Apoſtle here in Rom. 11. 26, 27. 1&+ 
cites, touching the calling of the Jews 
in Goſpel times, it is foretold, that 
the ſame way of propagating Church- 
members and the true Religion, which 
God uſed in old Teſtament times, by 
Parents training up their ſeed in the 
true Religion,and by that means tran(- 
mitting it from Generation to Gene- 
ration, ſhall continue in the Church 
to the end of the World: For it 
there ſaid, As for we this is my Cove- 
want with them, ſaith the Lord, My 
ſpirit which is upon thee, and ry 
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, wor Out of the month of thy 
ſeeds ſeed, ſaith the Lord, from bence- 
forth and for ever. And accordingly 
we hind in point of event, _ 
cept ia the firſt planting of Chriſtian 
Churches io anextraordinary way, by 
extraordinary means) the ordinary 
way of propagating the Chriſtiaa 
profeſſion and profeſiors from age to 
age, bath been the very fame with 
that which was uſed by Gods appoint- 
ment by the Jews of old ; which was 
by receiving their Infant Children 
into the Church, and ſo —_— 

e 


them in the true Aer profeſl; 
r 


by the grown members of the 
Church. : 

For further light in this matter, let 
us confider what dodrine our Savi- 
our taught, and what his Apoſtles at- 
ter him, in relation to it. Our Savi- 
our faith, &»ffer the little Childrex to 
come to me and forbid them not; for 
of ſuch is the Kingdom of God, Mark 
10.14. Which words, for of ſuch is the 
Kingdom of God, are the reaſon here 


wen by our Saviour, why little 
o F Children 
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Children ſhould be ſuffered and not 
forbidden ro be brought to him. 
Which ſhews, that when' he ſays, of 
ſuch is the Kingdom of God, he meant 
it of ſuch little Children properly as 
thoſe” were which were brought to 
him, and not of men like little Chil- 
dren, in humility, innocency, or do- 
cility, as you would have it. For if 
we ſhould underſtand ir in your ſenſe; 
then that which our Saviour gives 
here for a reaſon, ſeems to be no rea- 
ſon. For what conſequence is there 

in this, or how would it follow, tha! 

becauſe the Kingdom of God is of 

other perſohs like little Children in 
other things, but altogether unlike 
them in what was the matter of ex- 
ception againſt their being brought 
to Chriſt, which was their minority, 
that therefore little Children pro- 
perly meant, ought to be ſuffered and 
not forbidden to be brought to 
Chriſt? And if it be meant of little 
Children properly, then our Saviour 
in theſe words aflerts ſuch little Chi 
dren to be of the Church , whether 
you 


a” a_—_ = 5” a_ a i © od <a __ 17 


) 

r 
r 
al 


to the Non-Conformits, 371 
you underſtand by Kingdom of God, 
Heaven it felf, or the Church on 
Earth. For none are of the King- 
dom of Heaven above, who are not 
firſt of the Church on Earth ; for it 
is his 'Body the Church only that 
Chriſt 1s thus the Saviour of. But if 
this Text were to be underſtood in 
your ſenſe, yet it would prove that 
for which 1 alledg it, by parity of 
reaſon, For if that which makes 
adult perſons like little Children in 
that for which they are propoun- 
ded as a pattern, will qualifie them 
for the Kingdom of God, then ir 
muſt needs qualifhe the Children 
themſelves for it. If you fay that 
this way of arguing as well proves 
Doves, Lambs, and Sheep quali- 
fied ' to be of the Kingdom of 
God , as little Children; becauſe 
they'in ſome reſpeRs are ſet for pat- 
terns unto men, -and good men upon 
account of reſembling them in ſome 
reſpeRs, are called by their names. 
. Tanſwer,it follows not; becauſe theſe 
Creatures have not rational natures 
as 
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as Children have, and therefore are 
not capable of ſpiritual benefits as 
Childrenare : Nor were ever conſti- 
tuted Church-members heretofore as 
little Childrea have been. By reaſon 
of which difference, it will not fol- 
low that the one are not Church- 
members becauſe the other are not, 
though both are propounded as pat- 
terns 1a ſome reſpet of that which 
will qualifie ratiqnal Creatures for 
Church-memberſhip. So that take it 
which way you will, the argument 
from the Text for Infants Church- 
memberſhip', is far ſtranger than an 
thing which can be offered agai 
It. 

Again, in Luke 9.48. Our Saviour 
ſpeaking of a little Child which he 
had ſet by him, faith, Yhoſoever ſhell 
receive this Child in my name, 
receiveth me. Here you haye no 
room to pretend it meant of men qua- 
lined like Children. For it is not 
ſaid, whoſoever ſhall receive ſuch as 
this Child in my name , but whoſo- 
ever ſhall receive #35 Child (the in- 

dividual 
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dividual Child then ſet by out Savi- 
our) in my name, receiveth me. And 
if that Child or other ſuch were to 
be received in the name of Chriſt, 
then that Child was, and other ſuch 
are ſpiritually related .to Chriſt, as 
thoſe of his body the Church are : 
how elſe could they be received in 
his name ?2' Now to receive one into 
the Church of Chriſt, is to receive 
one in his name, therefore fince our 
Saviour would have ſome little Chil- 
dren received in his name, he would 
have them received into his Church. 
The. words, whoſoever ſhall receive 
this Child in my name, receiveth me, 
are indefinite and not limited to any 
one way of receiving in his name. So 
that if there ſhould be more ways of 
receiving little Children in the name 
of Chriſt, than by receiving thega 
into the Church, yet that being one 
way, and an eminent way too, it can- 
not according to Chriſts own Decla- 
ration, but be highly acceptable to 
him to receive ſuch little Children in- 
to the Church as that he ſpoke of 

| D Was, 
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was, fince he takes it as af he himſelf 
were received. 

Let us conſider yet farther thoſe 
words of our Saviour, Mat. " F- 
But whoſo ſhall offend one of the 
little erg i ks in me, A if 
I can demonſtrate to you that this 
was ſpoken of little Children pro- 
perly , I ſhall not need to determine 
in what reſpeRs they can be ſaid to 
believe in Chriſt. I can cafily think 
as well as you , that they cannot be 
aid to believe in the propereſt ſenſe. 
They are not indeed. unbelievers, as 
that ſignifies a wilful rejeqtion of the 
terms of Grace and Salvation, which 
yet it may be is the common ſenſe of 
the word unbelietin Scri ure, which 
is damning. And confidering. their 
redemption by Chriſts Death from 
Condemnation for. original fin, while 
aQual is not added toit,. they may 
be as well in a ſtate of Salyation, as 
actual Believers are, till aQual fin 
take place ; and ſo be numbred with 
them upon that account. When our 
Saviour ſays, Whoſoever doth not re- 
ceive 
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ceive the Kingdom of God 4: 4 litthe 


Child, fhall' not enter therein, it is 


nat only implyed that little Children 
receive the Kingdom, of God, but 
alſo more: fully expreſt, that none 
ſhall zeceive the Kingdom of God but 
upon the fame terms in ſome ſort as 
they do, and, what can thoſe be but 
Chriſts Ranſam and. Purchaſe , and 
their being free from a. prevailing 
principle; of ; oppoſition againſt the 
Goſpel and. Government; of Chriſt, 
Ant that may well be true in this caſe 
which our: Saviour fays in another, 
He that is not againſt iis is for us, Lu 
g. 30: and-if lictle Children in fuch 
2:ſenſe are far Chriſt, 'they may well 
be reckqned to be of [bis-party, and 
called as thoſe of his party are, Be- 

i The little Children of. old, could 
no more properly enter into Covenant, 
nor. the: ancoiroumeas ſed. mal Child 
break the Covenant, wor the Children 
of the Kohathites of « wonth old keep 
the charge of the SanFrary, than lit- 
tle Children can belive in Chriſt: 

e) a 


36 - A'Frienvly'Adbee(s 

and yet in ſome reſpe@, and in ſuch a 
latitude of fpeech as the” Scripture 
ſometimes uſeth, they were ſaid to do 
all theſe things- Ler the reaſon then 
be what it- will for which they are 
ſaid to believe, yer that it is ſome lit- 
tle Children properly taken, who in 
this place are ſaid to believe in Chriſt, 
I ſhall endeavour to evince by ſhew- 
ing theſe two things. 

Firſt,” That they were little Chil- 
dren in a proper ſenſe of which our 
Saviour ſpake, Yer. 5. it the words 
next prececding theſe-in Yer. 6. 

Secondly, That theſe in this 6. Yer. 
who were ſaid to believe in Chriſt, 
were the very ſame, or the ſame ſort 
of little ones of which he had ſpoken 
in Ver. 5. ' That they were little Chil- 
dren in a proper ſenſe of 'which our 
Saviour ſpake 'in Yer./ 5. when he 
ſaid, Who ſo ſhall receive owe ſuch lit- 
the Child in my name, recetiveth me 
will appear, partly by :the relation 
_ wages” bear to , which go 

re; and partly compar! 
them with the relation which kao. 
ther 
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ther Evangeliſt: makes of the ſame 
matter; ' In the 2: Verſe of this Chep. 
Chriſt is ſaid to ſet a /ittle Child in 
the midſt of bis Diſciples: And in 
the 4. Yer. he faith, —_— ſhall 
bumble himſelf as this little Child, the 
ſame is greateſt in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, This little Child: in ver. the 
4th,” is the ſame with that ſaid to be 
ſet in the midſt of the Diſciples ver, 
2, And thenin ver. 5. he ſaith, #ho 
ſo ſhall receive one ſuch little Child 
in my name, receiveth me; meani 
ſuch little Child as had been ſpoken 
of juſt before in ver. 2. and 4. And 
ro put the matter out of all doubt, 
that by ſuch little Child mentioned 
ver. 5- our Saviour meaat that very 
litcle - Child that was ſet by him, or 
any other ſuch, and not men reſem- 
bled by the humility, docility , or 
Inac of that or any other ſuch 
Child, the Evangeliſt Luke relatio 
the ſame matter, Chop. 9. 48. faith 
thus: Whoſoever ſhall receive this 
Child in my name, receiveth me ; 
plaialy ſpeaking this of that indivi- 
D 3 dual 
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dual Child; which in the very next 
Verfe before, Chriſt is faid to have 
ſet by him. The. true ſetſe of the 
ſame matter related thus by both rhe 
Evangeliſts, ſeems :to be' this, That 
whoſoever ſhould receiver that httle 
Child, that very Child-which Jeſus 
had fet by bim, or any 'other ſuch, 
in his name, ſhould by 1b doing, re- 
ceive him. | The one Evanpeliſt re- 
lates one, arid. the other the other 
part” of our Saviours faying in this 
matter; ay"is ufual alſo" other 
Caſes. 

Thus far the matter before us is as 
clear as well could be defired , that 
when our Saviour ſaid, whoſo ſhall 
receive one ſuch little Child in my 
name,receiveth me, he tmeant it of 
little Children properly. And that it 
was theſe very little ones ſo under- 
ſtood, or this fort, which our Saviour 
ſaid, did believe in bits ,- when he 
ſaid, . but whoſo ſhall offend one of 
theſe little ones which believe in me, 

c, ſeems to be as plain as the other. 

or to whom can thoſe wbrds, wy 7 
toe 
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theſe little ones, telate, bur ro them 
of whom our Saviour laſt ſpake ? 
Beſides, the oppoſition here berween 
receiving and offending, rhe receiving 
one of thoſe little Children in Chriſts 
name, and the offeriding of one of 
thoſe little ones, ſhews the matters 
ſpoken of in both verſes, 5.and6. to 
reſpe&tthe ſame ſort of perſons, which 
then muſt needs be little Children 
properly. And the oppoſition ſeems 
to ly thus: as he whoever he be which 
ſhall receive a lictle Chitd in Chriſts 
name as related to him, or fo as to 
educate and inſtrut him in the know- 
ledge of him and his Religion, ſhall 
do a worthy a&, ſuch as Chriſt will 
take 'as if done to himſelf: $o he 
that ſhall turn one ſuch little Child 
afide, by training hign up in a con- 
traty Religion , ſhall do a moſt un- 
worthy a&, and ſach as would expoſe 
him to worſe than being drowned in 
the depth of the Sea, And this ſenſe 
of the word' offend, exattly agrees 
with the common uſe of it in the 
New Teſtamenr. | 

D 4 But 
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But yet notwithſtanding all that I 
have ſaid, I do not'at all deny the 
emblematical uſe here, of the little 
Child which our Saviour ſet in the 
midſt of the Apoſtles, which was to 
cure them or ſome of them of am- 
bition, and to perſwade them to be- 
come if poſljble as free from it as lit- 
tle Children are. And therefore tells 
them firſt, that except they were con- 
verted and became as little Children, 
they ſhould be ſo far from being great- 
eſt in the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
thing they contended about, as that 
they ſhould not at all enter therein, 
wer. 3. And (ccondly, he tells them, 
that the way for them or any other ta 
intereſs themſelves ſo far in his fa- 
vour, as to be made greateſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, is by becoming 
like little Children, by purging out 
ſuch ill habits of pride and the like, 
which made them. unlike to little 
Children, in whom ſuch ill habits had 
not taken place. For ſaith he, #be 
ſa fhalf bumble bimſelf as this 
little Child, the ſame is greateſt ” 

tte 
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the Kingdow of Heaven, ver. 4. But 
then though all this is granted, yet it 
muſt be conſidered, how and after 
what manner our Saviour would cure 
this diſtemper in the Diſciples, by this 
emblem of a little Child. And this 
he did, firſt by intimating to them 
how free from pride - other ill 
habits little Children are, till they 
have defiled themſelves with actual 
fin. And ſecondly, by letting them 
know how very dear to him they arc 
upon that account, upon their not ha- 
ving aQually defiled themſelves with 
py e, malice, or oppoſition againſt 
im and his Goſpel (for which rcalon 
perhaps he numbers them with thoſe 
that believe) indeed fo dear, as that 
he takes what is done for or againſt 
them, as done for or againſt himſelf. 
And by thus diſcourſing to them of 
ſuch little Children as that was which 
ſtood in the midſt of them , he m- 
ſtructed them touching the neceſtity 
of purging out ill habits, and of be- 
coming humble and innocent, it ever 
they would endear themyſclyes to him, 
or 
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or become capable of eritering into 
the Kingdom of Heaven, or of being 
great therein, | 
By the = then, by what hath 
been now ſaid, you may anſwer your 
own argument, why you cannot think 
it probable that any little Children 
were ſaid to be baptized, when it's 
ſaid, ſuch and ſuch were baptized 


and their Houſholds. Your reaſon 
you know is, becauſe it is faid of ſome 
of them, that all of thoſe Honſholds 
did believe. Which yet isno reaſon 


to disbelieve little Children to be 
any of thoſe af, if the” little Chil- 
dren of Believers are fard by our Sa- 
viour to be Believers, as you may ſee 
they are, by what hath been now re- 
preſented to you, unleſs better reaſon 
can be offered againſt the fenfe argu- 
ed for, than what is offered for 
It. 


Hus far'we have heard what onr 
Saviour hath ſaid touching the 
contt- 
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continuance of little Children in the 
viſible Church under the Goſpel : Let 
us now hear what his Apoſtles fay. 
In the firſt Sermon they preached af- 
terthey had received the Holy Ghoſt, 
St. Peter uſed this as a motive to thoſe 
Jews who had Cracified Chriſt, to 

t and be baptized for remiflion 
of finsz for ſaith he, the promiſe is 
to you and to your Children,and to all 
that are afar off, even at many 4s the 
Lord our Gd 08 call, 48. 2. 38, 
39. This dlaale, even as many as the 
Lord our God ſhall call, Chews that 
whieh 1 have been proving, to wit, 
that the promiſe of ſpiritua! benefits 
or angyor 1 was not thade to Abra- 
Bums feed 'theetly upon account of 
their relation to him according to 
the fleſh, but as they ſhall be his Giri 
tual Children in deriving from him 
the profeſſion of the fame Faith or 
Religion which was in Abrebace. And 
ſo and upon theſe rerms the promiſe 
was made to the Jews here ſpoken to 
as bad as they were, and ro all afar 
off, whether Jews or Gentiles, upon 

| ſuppo- 
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ſuppoſition of their being called, and 
not to them only, but to their Chil- 
dren alſo. Now I have ſhewed be- 
fore, that the little Children in the 
Jewiſh Church, could not have been 
of it no more than the Children of 
the Gentiles, but by being ſome way 
or other called to it, as they were 
whom God put under the nurture of 
believing Parents, or Tutors, and up- 
on thoſe terms the Gentiles Children 
might be. of the youll Church too, 
as the Children of the Strangers that 
were born in the Houſe of him that 
was a Jew, or bought with his mo- 
ney, were. 'By this part of St. Peters 
Sermon you may ſee, that under the 
Goſpel, the promiſe continued to all 
ſach as were called, both of Parents 
and Children, juſt as it was before ; 
I mean as to ſpiritual priviledges. 
The promiſe now is to as many both 
Pareats and Childrea as God ſhall 
call, and it was no otherwiſe before. 
The Apoſtles words here run but ac- 
cording to the tenour of the promiſe 
af old, and accarding tq what was 

enjoyed 
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enjoyed in old Teſtament times, both 
by ews and Profſelytes, and their 

hildren.. The Proſelytes from a- 
mong the Gentiles upon their being 
called, were of old grefted into the 
ftock of Tjrael, and their Children 
with them, and did partake of the 
root and fatneſs of the Olive Tree, as 
the Apoſtles phraſe is: that is, they 
were partakers of the ſame ſpiritual 
priviledges as Abrahams Ciricual 


Seed were. Thus the Proſelytes were 
then, and the believing Gentiles un- 
der the Goſpel were no more: they 


were but grafted into the ſame ſtock 
or Olive Tree, #.e. into the fame 
Church, Rome. 11. 17. I fay into the 
ſame Church, for that continued (till, 
though not all the ſame Laws, and 
was conſtituted of Abrahams (piritual 
Seed as before it_ had been. Which 
brings me to the next thing 1 would 
call you to the conſideration of. 

. When St- Paxl, in Rom. 11. 20. 
ſpeaking of the unbelieving Jews, 
ſaith, becawſe of wnbelief they were 
broken off, it doth appear thereby, 


there 


— 
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there was no diſcontiguance of the 
Church by any change made by the 
Goſpel upon its firſt entrance. This 
is implyed when it's ſaid of ſome 
ews that they were broken off: For 
it was the Church, the ſame Church 
from which they were broken off, 
of which they were branches or mem- 
bers, until they were broken off, 
But then the Church it (ef remai 
ſtill in being at that time when the 
as branches were brokes off, nd. af 
ter alſo , into- which athers were 
grafted, The caſe was plainly this, 
Before Chriſts appearance in the fleſh, 
the Jews generally bbth. better-and 
worle, profeſſed a belief. in Gods 
promiſe of ſending the Aleſſies, and 
that he ſhould be of Abrahams Seed, 
in which Seed all Nations were to be 
bleſſed. By profeſhan of which faith, 
or this ad the Religiqn of Abraham 
otherwiſe, they were all, externally 
Abraham's Spiritual Seed, and as they 
were his Spiritual Seed, they were 
the Church of God. When the proy 
miſed Meſſias was come, and the pro- 


miſe, 


m*_ ©” WW UW TRY ” OT” 


— om = mi A - 


oo”. m0 


to the Nan-Conformits, 47 - 

miſe thereby fulfilled, and a new Re- 
velation made touching his being 
come, and that Jeſus the Son of the 
bleſſed Virgin was he : ſome of them 
believed this and fo kept their ſtand- 
in$ in the Church, in as much as by 
that belief they continued to be the 
Spiritual Seed of Abraham, as they 
were before by their former Faith. 
Whereas the other Jews who did not 
believe this, but oppoſed the profeſ- 
fion of it in thoſe that did, ceaſed 
thereby to be ſo much as nominally, 
or by profeſſion the ſpiritual Seed of 
Abraham, and ſo became broken off 
from the Church, being now his Seed 
but after the fleſh only. This which 
is tadeed the plain truth, and eafic to 
x underſtood, is point-blank a- 
inſt your contrary opinion and af- 
ertion, on which you much build, 
touching the diſlolutioa of the 
Church which had been Jewiſh, when 
the Church as Chriſtian did com- 
mence. The belief of a new Reve- 
lation, did not make a new Church, 
but the Church in being before, had 
| thereby 
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thereby a new illumination, and theif 
faith changed into a belief, that that 
now was done, which they believed 


before would be done. The Church 


conſidered as well before as afrer the 
entrance of the Goſpel into the 
World, is reſembled by one ſtanding 
Olive-Tree that had ſome branches 
broken off and others grafced in. 
And as the ſame Church continued 
under the Goſpel which did exiſt or 
was in bcing before, ſo the very ſame 
Church-members kept their place 
and ſtanding in it which were of it 
before, except ſuch as were broken 
off by «nbelief. And if (o, then thoſe 
little Childrea which were of the 
Church immediately before their Pa- 
rents became Chriſtian, did not ceaſe 
to be ſo by their Parents becomiq 
ſuch , nor by any alteration whic 
the Goſpel made. For if thoſe who 
were broken off, were broken off by 
unbelieft, according to the [Apoſtles 
expreſs aſſertion; Then unleſs thoſe 
little Children I ſpeak of, were 
guilty of unbelict in themſelyes, of 
had 
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had it imputed to them from their Pa- 
rents, they could not be broken off, 
but ſtill kept their place and ſtanding 
in the Church of God. But guilty 
of umbelief by imputation of it from 
their Parents, they conld not be, for 
they were Believers. Nor could the 
be any more guilty of it by ad 
or omiſſion of their own, than they 
were while as AbrahamsSpiritual Seed 
they were of the Church before. And 
therefore the only reaſon and cauſe of 
the diſchurching of thoſe who were 
diſchurched; not being found in thoſe 
little Children , they could not poſ- 
fibly be diſchurched by any alteration 
which the Goſpel made. 

You may further obſerve, how that 
ſuch expreſhons are uſed in the holy 
writings of the New Teſtament, as 
do denote the Children of believing 
Parents to be holy, to be ſeparated to 
God now as well as they were in old 
Teſtament times. Thus when the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks of the Hebrew Chri- 
{tians —_— Seed, of which the 
Chriſti ch was farft conſtituted 
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as the firſt- fruits unto God, and how 
it was like to continue as the root or 
ſtock into which the believing Gear 
tiles 1n part were already, and were 
further to be graft&d, he faith thus 
in Rom. 11.16. If the firſt-fraits be 
holy, the lump is alſo holy, and if the 
root be holy, ſo are the branches, la 
old Teſtament times if the root were 
holy, if the Parents Abrehaws Spiri- 
tual Seed were holy , the branches 
their little Children were holy alſo, 
as coming under the ſame denoming- 
tion with their Parents. And we 
here ſee the Apoſtle aflerts the ſame 
thing to be now, and to take place 
under the Goſpel diſpeaſation. He 
doth not ſay in reference to times paſt, 
if the root were holy, fo were the 
branches, but with reference to the 
time preſent , if the root be holy fo 
are the branches. 

And as here $t. Paul (peaks of the 
Sanftification of the Seed. of the He-» 
brew Believers, ſo elſewhere he af- 
ſerts the anfification of the Childrea 
of the belicving Gentiles, "my ry 
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faith, The wnbeHeving burbond it ſan- 
ified by the wife, and the unhelic+ 
ving wiſe 3s ſe ery by the hurband 7 
elſe were your Children unclear, but 
now are they holy, 1 Cor. 7.14. If we 
ſhould read this Text according to 
your interpretartion of it thus; elſe 
were your Children Baſtards, but 
now are Legitimate, we ſhould 
impoſe ſuch a ſcnſe upon the Apoſtles 
words, as would repreſent him as 
(protking untruly. For certainly the 

ildrea of Heathen Parents bora in 
lawful Wedlock , were no Baſtards, 
alrbough the Parents were neither of 
them Believers , oor neither of them 
ſanftified by faith, or by means of the 
faith of the other. Whereas the ho- 
linaſs of the Childreo here ſpoken of, 
did depend uponithe faith of one of 
the Parents : if one of them had nat 
been ſanRified by means of the faith 
of the other, their Children would 
have been anclean, and yet not Bg- 
fards neither , provided the Parents 
were lawfully Married before either 
E 3 terpre® 
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terpretation be not the true ſenſe of 
the Text” (and you- (ce for what rea- 
fon it cannot). then what-can ſo rea- 
ſonably be affigned for it, and fo 
agreeably tothe current tenour of che 
Scriptures, 8s thoſe Childrens beirig 
ſeparated together with their Parents; 
from Heatheniſm to Chriſtianity, from 
Idols tro God', from being” without 
God and Chriſt in the World, ro be 
related to him! as metnbers of his 
Church , choſen and called out of 
the World, by which they became re- 
latively holy. | 

Unto all that hath been already 
ſaid, let'us add in the laſt place; that 
litthe Children together with their 
Fathers, are exprelly called Diſciples, 
A@r 15. 10.  Where-it's aid,” W, 
tempt ye 'God to put « yoke upon 
neck of the Diſciples, whith neither 
we nor our fathers were able tb bear. 
That which is here calledapurtinga 
yoke upon the neck of the Diſciples, 
was the urging the neceflity of pro- 
ſelyting the* believing Gentiles with 
their Children by Circumciſion, after 
& 
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the manner of Afoſesr, wer. 1 Now 
the manner of imtiating Proſelytes 
of the Gentiles according to the Law 
of Moſes, was to Circumcile the Fa- 
ther and his Male Children too, if he 
had any, Exod. 12. And therefore 
the Children.of the believing Fathers 
as well as their Fathers themſelves, 
muſt needs be underſtood to be thoſe 
Diſciples upon whoſe necks this yoke 
was endeavoured to be put. This be» 
" i0ig the plain and genuine ſenſe of this 
Text in all probability, I muſt needs 
ſay it is but a faint put off and weak 
evalion to eſcape the force of the te- 
nou given 1n this Text to the Di- 
ſaipleſbip. of ſome lafants, for you to 
alledge that-it was the dod@rine only 
of the falſe Teachers impoſed upou 
the Parents and other' grown perſons, 
who, only and not their Iafaots were 
" able to underſtand it, that was the 
yoke, the only yoke that was cndea- 
youred to be put upon the neck of 
the Diſciples here, and that therefore 
BET. Ou muſt be here meant by the 
\ Diſciples upoa mw neck the yoke 
| 3 
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was endeayoured to be pat. For this 
Dotrine of falſe Teachers, was no 
farther a yoke or burden, than as 1t 
referred to the thing thereby urged 
to be practiſed, The yoke or bur- 
den which St. Peter a Jew here ſaith, 
neither they nbr their fathers were 
able to bear, was the pain they under- 
went in being Circumcifed, and the 
coltly Sacrifices, and other external 
burdenſome obfervances which by 
the Law of 470 ſer was laid upon them : 
and this really,or Circumcitton which 
was a part of it, was the yoke or bar- 
den which the falſe Teachers would 
now have impoſed upon the believi 
Gentiles and their Children, as 
eſſary to Salvation. And this was 
that which St. Pazl alſo called the 
yoke ofboadage, wherewith he would 
hot have the Believers jzfanghed 
again, Gal. 5.1. Which did dot con- 
ſilt only in doctrine; for he preſently 
by. an inſtatice ſhews what he meanc 
by it and wheteit irdid conlifſt,faying, 
Per. 2. Bebolg, I Paul ſay unto g0 
that if 1e bt circumciſed Chriſt Pull 


profit 
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offt you nothing. ' And the like he 
po gu. before Chap. 4. 9. How 
turn ye again to the weak and beggerly 
elements, whereunto e deſire again to 
be in bondage; inſtancing wherein 
in the next words : ye obſerve days, 
and months, and years. This yoke 
of bondage then we ſee, did conſiſt 
in more than meerly dodrine. The 
neck of the Diſciples muſt needs be. 
the neck of all, thoſe who were to 
have born the yoke according to the 
Law of Moſes, if they had been ob- 
liged by ir, as the falſe Teachers pre- 
tended they were: and ſuch were 
Children of eight days old, who a- 
mong the reſt were to have been 
brought under that yoke, had the 
falſe Teachers prevailed. To reſtrain 
then the ſenſe of the word yoke to 
dodrine only, when as the thing ur- 
ged by that dodtrine, was the yoke 
which the Children were as much to 
bear as their Parents, is as I ſaid but 
a weak evalion, I deny not but that 
adult perſoas are primarily meant and 
iatended by Diſciples in this place: 
E 4 but 
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but that they only were ſo with ex- 
clufion of little Children, is that 
Which you will never be able to 
prove, ſince it's certain, that the falſe 
Teachers did no leſs impoſe the bur- 
den of Circumciſion upon the Chil- 
dren than upon the Parents, Though 
it's true they began with the adult, 
and the diſpute lay between the adult 
and them: for they could nat 1m- 
pole upon the Children, but by pro- 
curing the Parents*to accept of the 
impolition, both for themſelves and 
for their Children. In that Infants 
are not in an immediate and the moſt 
proper capacity to learn of Chriſt, 
makes you think I ſuppoſe that the 
Scripture ſhould not call them Diſci- 
ples: But thit need not make. it 1n- 
credible to you, when you conſider 
what T have already ſhewed, and need 
not here repeat 3 How that little 
Children in Scripture account, are 
eſteemed to be or to do this or that 
in a religious reſpe&, when yet they 
are bur firſt put into away, or. but 
brought near a proper capacity of be- 


ing 
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ing. or doing /it 3 when they are-but 
laced in ſuch circumitances as will 
1ſTue there, and which makes it viſible 
to men that they will do ſo. How 
elſe. ſhould. little Children be (tiled 
Believers, and be ſaid to do ſeveral 
other things every whit as remote 
from their capacity in the propereſt 
ſeaſe, as their learning of Chriſt is ? 
] could ſhew | thiak by many inſtan- 
ces in Scripture, that things are faid 
to be, or to be done when-they are 
but viſible in their foundation or 
cauſe, 
\ Thus (to- give you one inſtance) 
our. Saviour frid of the tamily of Za- 
cheus, This day is ſalvation come to 
this houſe, for as much as he alſo is 
the.ſon of Abraham, Lu. 19.9. The 
name of-,the effec& is givea to the 
vilible cauſe; Salvation is ſaid then 
to be come to the family of Zachens, 
becauſe he himſelf being become a 
Son of Abrabam, would in all pio- 
bability be a. means of bringing his 
Houſhold to be ſo too. . Behidds, in 
Scripture account, as are the Rey, 
0 
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ſb are their lirtle Children reputed to 
be. If the Parents are counted #he 
feed of the bleſſed of the Lord, ſo are 
their off-ſpring with them, Iſa. 65.23. 
Pal. 37.26. If they are called fron 
the reſt of the World into a near re- 
lation to God, as his ſpecial or - 
ſiar people, or to be his Diſciples 
CO is but another name for the 
ame thing, 1/a. 8. 16.) fo were and 
are their Children with then. And 
it ſome ſort they are accounted to d6 
that in their ſomewhat temote religi- 


ous Progeaitors (much more in theit 
immediate Parents) which they did, 
And thus Levi paid tithes it Abra- 
ham, Heb. 7. 9. And when our Savi- 
our ſaid whoſo ſhould receive one of 
thoſe little Children, he Poke of ith 


his name, would receive hitaſelf ; it 
is intimated that in doing fo, t 
ſhould receive ſuch Child as ſpecially 
related to him as Diſciples are,” And 
to receive them in his #4##2, and to 
receive thetn as his Diſciples, Teeth to 
be two words lignifying bur the fame 
thing, 'as appears by comparing Mark 
9. 411 
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9. 41, with Met. 10. 42: Where both 
the ſame thing in "different 
phraſes, That which one calls a gi- 
ving to one a Cup of water in Chriſt 
nawe becauſe be belongs to Chriſt, the 
othet calls, « giving it to one in the 
name C- Diſciple. And to receive 
lirtle Children 1nto the * Church of 
Chriſt (which is one way of recei- 
ving them in his name) which is his 
Family, is to receive them as Diſci- 
s or Scholars into his School, as de- 
him tifere to learn his Do- 

ne, which may well give them the 
denomination of his Diſciples. And 
the account which I have now given 
why little Children are called Diſct- 
plex, may ſerve as reaſons alſo why 
they ate ſaid to believe in Chriſt. 
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Aving now heard what dodrine 
our Saviour himſelf and his A- 
poltles after him have taught con- 
cerning the little Children of belie- 
ving Parents, and jn what yiſible ot 
they 
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they ſtand in relation to Chriſt and 
to his Church, I think you will find 
Iictle room left for you ſo much as 
but once to imagine that the Goſpel 
when it took place, put a period, to 
the viſible Church-memberſhip of In- 
fants. | 
Let us, now conſider from what 
hath beea ſaid, in what capacity ſuch 
Infants (taad 1n reference to Baptiſm, 
And can any man that doth conſider 
them, forbid water that theſe ſhould 
not be baptized 2? Ik ſuch Iatants are 
as much of the Church, and as much 
Abrahams \(piritual Seed, as ever In- 
fants in the old Teſtament Church 
were, then they can be no more urn- 
capable than they were of a ſolemn 
admiſtion into the Church by the Or- 
dinance of imitiation for the time be- 
iag, as Baptiſm is now, as Circumci- 
fron was then. That which qualihes 
any for vitible Church-memberſhip, 
certaialy qualifies them for Baprifm. 
All were baptized into one body that 
were of it, 1 Cor. 12.13. And ſuch 
lataats can be ga leſs capable of the 
ſpiritual 
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ſpiritual ends 'of Baptiſm now, than 
they were of the ſpiritual ends of Cir- 
cumciſion then, which#were, and 
which are, much-what the ſame, And 
if 'it be! fo acceptable a thing to 
Chriſt for us to receive one ſuch little 
Child in his naqe, as that he takes it 
as well as if we received Him , nay 
takes himſelf to be received in our 
ſo receiving it (which could not well 
be if 1t were not a member of his bo- 
dy the Church) can you then think 
Ir a thing diſpleafing to him to bap- 
ttze ſuch in his name, when as that is 
aſacred Rite appointed by him for a 
ftolemn receiving ſuch in bis name in- 
to his Church, as do belong to him, 
as doubtleſs ſuch [nfants do, or elſe 
they could not be received 1n his 
name? And when Chriſt hath given 
Commiſtion to diſciple all Nations 
and baptizethem ; camnyou fancy that 
the lame Comfniſtion implies a prohi- 
bition tor baptize lirtle Children 
though they are Diſciples 2 It little 
Children! are made Diſciples in their 


Parents being made fo, and that ia 
Gods 


63 
Gods account and by his appoint- 
ment, then to baptize them certainly 
cannot be #* deviation from Chriſts 
Commiſfion to baptize Diſciples. 
And laſtly, if our Saviour hath ſaid 
it of ſome little Children that they 
believe in him, then ghe ſame Com- 
miffion which authorizeth the bapti- 
zing of Believers, muſt authorize the 
baptizing of them. The Commiſſion 
is general to baptize Diſciples indefi- 
nitely, and therefore muſt needs ex- 
tend to all that are ſo, or that are 
Believers, thongh but in the laweſt 
ſenſe. Theſe are no forced, or far 
tetcht conſequences, but flow natu- 
rally from their ptemiſes. 

And whereas the Scripture ſpeaks 
of Baptiſm as the Sacrament of Re- 
generation or new Birth, which you 
make as an argument againſt the ad- 
CRY of it to fa — by rea- 
on of their incapaci Regene- 
ration : you ſhould confider firſt, that 
Circumciſion was a Sacrament of Re- 
generation as well as baptiſm is, and 
yet Infants were not ugcapable of it 


upon 
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upon any ſuch account. © Circumci- 
fian in the Letter, was a fign of ſpi- 
ritual Circumcifion, of that made 
without hands, the Circumcifion of 
the heart, and was a Seal of the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith. And what 
thing more ſpiritual than this, is I pra 


-you fignified by Baptiſm ? Whic 


conſidered, the ſpirituality of baptiſm 

ia nature or uſe, is no more an argu- 

meat againſt Infants capacity for Bap- 

tiſm, than the ſpiritual uſe of Cir- 

cumciftion was an argument againl(t 

on And this is ſufficient to take 
your argument. 

But you may conſider yet farther, 
that Infants even while ſach, muſt 
needs be capable of R ation in 
one ſenſe or other; unleſs you will 
ſay they are not in a-ſalyable ſtate, 
which yet you have not been wont to 


fay 3 or elſe that uaregenerate per- 
ſons may go to Heaven nad be aved, 
contrary to that of our Saviour, Job. 
3-3. Except « man be born again, he 
cannot ſee the Kingdom of God. And 
therefore you ſeem to be under a ne- 

ceflity 
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cellity of granting Infants to be capa- 
bleof Regeneration in aiſenſe:/more 
or leſs proper. And if you think 
Regeneration : moſt properly and 
ſtrictly taken to be incomperent to 
an infant (tate,/'as Regeneration ſ1gni« 
hes that new ſtate into which a per- 
ſoa 'ts brought by a change 1n the 
frame and temper of the mind and 
will, and by a regulation of the mo- 
tions arid operations: of the Soul in 
reference to their {everal objects; then 
you muſt be-conſtrained to accept of 
another (enſe of Regeneration, and 
ſuch as is more competent toan Infant 
State; unleſs asT (aid you will ſay,that 
perſons may go to Heaven in an unre- 
vr. Ham. REnerate State. Now there- 
mnd! 4n- fore fince the word tranfla- 
- 7 ted Regeneration, 'accordin 
to the allertion» of learne 
men, and the reaſon and nature of 
the thing it ſelf, doth properly figni- 
fie a new or ſecond ſtate.; 18 tollows, 
that if it caa be proved that lafants 
are brought into a new: or ſecond 
State; or Capacity of being happy, 
other 
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6ther rhan what is natural to'them as 
deriving from Adam or their imme- 
diate Parents, which is called a being 
bor of blood (John i. 13.) then 
they quay be ſaid to be in a tegenerate 
ſtate, And that the whole Race of 
Adam are put into a new ſtate or ca- 
pacity for happineſs by the ſecond 
Adam after they had loſt 'it by the 
firſt, untilthey fall into aFual Rebel- 
lion againſt God by actual fin in their 
own perſons (of which ſure they are 
in no danger while they are but in 
their infant ſtate) may I conceive be 
ſufficiently evinced from Rom. 5. 18. 
where the Apoſtle ſays, ar by the of- 
femce of one Judgment came upon dfl 
meir to condemnation, even ſo by the 
righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
pon «ll men unto the juſtification of 
life. And the ſame might be backe 
by many other Scriptures. And it 
may well be that it was in refpe@ of 
this new ſtate into which little Chil- 
dren are brought by Chriſt the ſecond 
Adam, that our Saviour faid, 5f ſuch 
i the Kingdom of God. ' Now to far 

F 49 
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as Baptiſm ſignifies our Communion 
in the virtue of Chriſts Death and 
Reſurretion by which our fate is 
changed, as well as our conformity 
to it by a moral change in our x- 
ture; there is in Infants, or conferred 
upon them, that ſpiritual grace which 
anſwers the outward (ign in Baptiſm. 
And that ſuch a change of condition 
as to be raifed out ofa ſtate of death 
into which we were brought b 
into a ſtate of life by forgivene ah 
ſin, by virtue of Chriſts Death 
ReſurreQion, is called a being quick- 
ned together with him, as well asthat 
moral change which is made by ſan- 
Qpfication, is a thing which ſeems 
fairly tolie in thoſe words, Cel. 2-13. 
ind you being dead in your fins, and 
the nncircumciſcon of your , hath 
he quickened together with him, ha- 
ving forgiven you all treſpeſſes. And 
let me ſay this further ,. that it ſeems 
not improper neither to ſayghat In- 
fants are dead to fin, to atual fin in 
their own perſons, in. as much as we 
cannot lay, that "luſt hath conceived 
in 
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in ther ſo as to bring forth fon by any 
conſent of will : eh, i ructhey 
are not dead to it as having mortih- 
ed it, they having not yet, while In- 
fants; contrafted any il! habits to 
mortifie. $o that as burying with 
Chriſt in Baptiſm Ggnifies a death un- 
to fin in the perſon baptized, there is 
in ſome ſort that in Infants which 
anſwers the outward fign in baptiſm 
in that reſpect alſo, Theſe things con- 


fidered, you may well infer, that if 
that #ew ſtate into which Infants are 
brought , be in ſome reſpet a new 


birth, a birth from above, and ſach 
as puts them into an immediate capa- 
city for Salvation, as well as Regene- 
ration, in the common acceptation of 
it, does the adult; (and you ſee by 
what reaſon you are perſwaded to be- 
lieve it is ) then you have as great, 


r certainty of the regene- 

Yee firs of fofants this ſenſe, rp? 
have of the regenerate ſtate © 

ow adult perſons ; in the other no- 

tion of "Regeneration z- and conſe- . 

quently a more - certaid ground to 

; F 2 bap- 
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baptize them, ſo. far as Regeneration 
in a perſon is a reaſon or ground of 
baptizing bim, than you have to bap+ 
rize the adult. 

Conſidering farther that the words 
of our Saviour'sCommiſliondid run in 
general terms to diſciple all Nations 
and baptize them; how can you think 
that the Jews or the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves could underſtand - otherwiſe 
thereby, than that the Children of 
the converted Gentiles and Jews too 
ſhould with their Parents be received 
as Profelytes to the Chriſtian Religt- 

on and as ſuch baptized, unleſs they 
had' hal caution to the contrary; 
which if they had, there would have 
been no place for controverſie in this 
matter. The reaſon of the unlikeli- 
hood of their underſtanding other- 
wiſe, is taken from a uſage among the 
Jews, by which they did initiate Pro- 
ſelytes both Fathers and. Children 
from among the Nations of the Gen- 
tiles, by baptizing as welLas circum- 
ciſing them. A thing which is ac- 
knowledged by the more learned 
among 
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among your ſelves; and which you 
may find recited by ſeyeral of our 
Engliſh Authors out of the writings 
of the ancient Jewiſh DoQors, as by 
Dr. Hammond for one in his Anno- 
tations upon Mat. 3. 1. John 3.5. 
See alſo Ainſworth on Ger. 17. 12. 
The reception of the Proſelytes into 
the Church in this way, the Jews 
eſteemed a wew birth :- unto which 
our Saviour ſeems to refer in his dif- 
courſe with Nicodemns, when he ſaid, 
except a man be born again of water 
and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter in- 
to the Kingdom of God, Jo. 3. And 
when Nicodemnus, grolly miſ-under- 
ſtood our Saviour , and demanded 
how can theſe things be ? our Savi- 
our replied and ſaid, art thos « ma- 
er in Iſrael and knoweſt not theſe 
—_— P Vi if he ae > he Argo 
this any ſuch ſtrange thing which is 
ſo like what is familiarly pra@iſed 
among your ſelves 2 This conſidered, 
they by Chriſts commanding them to 
Diſciple or Proſelyte all Nations bap- 
tizing them, could not well under» 


F 3 ſtand 
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ſtand but that they were' now to $9 
abroad into all the World to Pro 

lyte the Nations to Chriſtianity, and 
to enterthem in the Chriſtian Church 
by Baptiſm, both Parents and Chil- 
dren, like as now and thea a family 
of them had been formerly Proſcly- 
ted to the Jews Religion, and recei» 
ved into their Church. And accor- 
dingly the recarded inſtances in Scrip- 
ture of perſons baptized that had 
Houſholds, makes jt probable in con- 
junction with other circumſtances, 
that when the Father ar chict of a 
Family was converted to Chriſtianity 
and baptized, his Houſhold was bap- 
tized alſo, as it had been before pra- 
ftiſed in the reception of Profelytes. 
Of all thoſe in Scripture who by name 
or perſonal deſcription .arxe ſaid tq 
have been baptized, there are but 
nine (o far as | remember, beſides our 
Saviour; to wit, Simon Magus, the 
Eunuch, Saul called Panl, Cornelins, 
Lydia , the Tayler, Criſpus, Gains, 
22d ge MI e The tat had no 
Children, and was baptize&upon a 
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road, Pax had none not being Mar- 
ried. Whether $iw0z had or had any 
Houſhold, is not faid. And whether 
Gains at that time had any Houſhald 
when he was baptized, is uncertain. 
But the other five of the nine who 
had Houſholds, their Houſholds came 

into the Church with them by Bap 

tiſm, as the Houſholds'of the Proſe 
lytes formerly had done. If thea we 
may make a omen of what was 
uſually done, by to many inſtances ia 
ipture - as. we have of what was 
done in this Caſe, we ſhall-not want 
reaſon to incline us, to think, that 
when the Apoſtles did baptize any 
On on <rqa'vs that it paar 
uſual* practice to baptize all thoſe ah 
ſo that were of her Houſholds, = 
, cept ſuch as rejefed the counſel of 
God againſt themſelues, and were not 
baptized, which lictle Children could 
nat do. It was not without its fignifi- 
cation, that of old the great promiſe 

of Grace to the World by the fe 

as, was made to Families, iz thy ſeed 
ſhall all the families of the earth 
F 4 be 


72 A Friendly Addzeſs 
be bleſſed : as if Gods deſign ſignified 
thereby, was to bring the Nations of 
the World into the Charch by Fa- 
milies , as the event ſhews he hath 
done for the moſt part, both before 
and ſince the Goſpel diſpenſation. The 
Proſelyres of the Gentiles. of old as 
well as the Jews,came in by Families : 
and we fee by the inſtances before- 
meritioned, that the Chriſtians came 
in by Families, and were baptized b 
Families alſo.” And the Church hat 
been ſtockt by Families, and the Chri- 
ſtian Religion tranſmitted down from 
Age to Ape, from Parents to Chil- 
dren, and trom Maſters ro Servants. 

* It will ſeem the leſs (trange to you, 
that when the Father of the Family 
was converted to Chriſtianity , , his 
Houſhold was rouge into the 
Church with him, it, you conſider 
apon how ſmall appeararice of becom- 
ing Chriſtians, adult perſons were ba 
rized and received mto the Church in 
the Apoſtles days,and by them. When 
weread 1n1Cor.8.7.11.that ſuch as x#- 
fo that hour continued to egt of theIgdot 
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ſacrifice with conſcience of the Idpl,are 
yet called brethren though weak bre. 
thren indeed, you may cafily gueſs up- 
on how little appearance of Chriſtia- 
nity, perſons were received into the 
Church z and ſo you may by the bap- 
tizing of Simon Magnus, and many 0- 
thers that ſoon proved great ſcandals 
in the Church, by whom the way of 
truth was evil ſpoken of. When ia the 
ſame hour of the night in which Se. 
Paxl preached the Goſpel to the Jay- 
ler and his Houſhold, they were alls 
baptized, they did not long ſtand 
Candidates for Church-Memberſhip, 
nor could attain ro much knowledge 
in the Chriſtian Religion into which 
they were baptized, No doubt but 
the door into the viſible Church iz 
far wider than the gate of the Church 
as inviſible, and of the Kingdom of 
Heaven. I do not find that any were 
refuſed that were willing preſently to 
be baptized, how bad ſoever they 
had been before or proved to be at- 
ter, no not Simon Magns himielt,than 


whom there could hardly ve a worſe, 
But 
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But then it muſt be remembred, that 
Diſcipline was appointed for the cure 
of diſtempers in the Church, and for 
the purging it of the notorious ſcan- 
dalous members. . 
Theſe things I have the rather men- 
tioned to render it the more proba- 
ble that little Childrens were bapti- 
zed where whole Houſholds were 
baptized, when there were any ſuch 
in thoſe Houſholds, For if adult and 
rown perſons were baptized and re- 
ceived into the- Church upon ſuch 
ealie terms gs I have ſhewed they 
were: if they were baptized when 
there was but any fair probability 
that they would own the Chriſtian 
Religion for the future, though but 
by fo little appearance of ſuch a 
* thing as was viſible in ſome of them 
when they were baptized; Then it is 
not unlikely but that they might 
baptize ſome little Childrea alſo, con- 
cerning whom circumſtances confider- 
ed, there. was every whit as great a 
probability that they would own, 
profeſs, and aſſcrt the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion 
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gien for the future, as there was that 
their Parents would : in as much as 
Parents (till ufe to educate their 
Children in the ſame Religion which 
they themſelves profeſs. . 
Unto all which let me add this fur- 
ther 3 That the Judaizing Chriſtiang 
who contended with the believing 
Gentiles for not obſerving the Law 
of Moſer in Circumciſion, meats, and 
days, never that we find quarrelled 
with them for not catering their 
Children into the Church, as by the 
Law of eſs they were todo when 
themſelves were received as Pro- 
ſelytes, nor for not baptizing them 
according to the cuſtom of the Jews, 
both in reference to their own Chil- 
dren and the Children of Proſelytes. 
Nor do we find that the unbelieving 
Jews ever conteſted with them for 
any ſuch thing , though otherwiſe 
they were forward enough to lay 
hold of any thing they could to ob- 
jet againſt them. All which ſtill ren- 
ders it probable that there was no 
ſuch thing wanting in the believing 
ory", 407 Gentiles, 
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Gentiles, as might give cither the Ju- 
daizing Chriſtiansor unbelieving Jews 
any occaſion for ſuch aquarrel, which 
otherwiſe we may well think would 
. have riſen among them. 

But leaving theſe things , ſuppoſe 
it were granted you (which yer will 
not be) that the Scripture were whol- 
ly filent as to matter of fact touching 
the baptizing of Infants in the Apo- 
ſtles days; yet when we find in Scrip- 
ture Cullicions reaſon why they mighe 
and ſhould have been then baptized, 
it may well induce belief that they 
then were and now may. We do not 
find as to matter of fact, that any of 
fix -of the ſeven Churches of Aſa 
were” baptized, nor of ſome other 
Churches of the Apoſtles planting : 
but yet that's no good argument that 
there was none, (o long as there is 
ground enough to conclude that they 
ought to have been baptized , for 
that they were a part of that one uni- 
verſal Church that hath oze bapti ſas 
belonging to it for the ſolemn incor- 
poration and Jnitiation of all its 
members, 
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members, of all that are qualified 
for Church#metnberſhip. We do not 
read in Scriptare that the Jews bap- 
tized the Proſelytes, both Fathers 
and Children , when they received 
them 1nto' the Church, and yet we are 
otherwiſe ſatisfied that they did.. So 
that you ſee it can be no good argu- 
ment that Infants were not baptized 
in the Apoſtles days, though it ſhould 
be ſuppoſed and granted that we have 
no record in Scripture that they were. 
I have told you re, that if this 
way of arguing were good, it would 
oppoſe and run down your own pra- 
Qice as much and more than Infant 
Baptiſm. Becauſe there is nothing 
at all recorded in Scripture as to mat- 
ter of fat, that gives the leaſt hint 
that any were baptized at age whoſe 
Parents were Chriſtian at their birth. 
So that cither the baptiſm of Chil- 
dren is recorded in the recording of 
the baptiſm of Houſholds, or elſe the 
bapriſty of none is recorded in Scrip- 
ture but of ſuch who immediately be- 
fore their being baptized, were con- 

| yerted 
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verted from Judaiſm or Paganiſm: 
I mean as oY what was done after 
Chriſts ReſurreFion. This argumene 
from matter of fat I know hath ta- 
ken much with people of weak minds, 
who cannot ſee « far off, as St. Peter 
ſpeaks in another caſe, and hath fur- 
niſhed your Congregations with Pro- 
ſelytes to your way z but doth indeed 
wound your cauſc,and gratifieth none 
but Socinians in their opinion that 
none ought ro be baptized bur ſuch 
asare newly converted to Chriſtianity 
from another Religion. 

And it is not a thing to be (lighted 
in reference to this matter of fad, 
That Authors of good credit in the 
anticat Church , who hved in times 
not far diſtant from the age in which 
the Apoſtles or one of them lived, did 
aſſert Iatant Baptiſm to be an Apoſts* 
lical Traditzon, and to have been re« 
ceived from themand pradtiſed inthe 
Church from their times downwards, 
as many Books before you havemade 
it appear. And that which yet adds 
the more credit to theix teſtimony is, 
in 
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in that they were never contradicted 
ia this their report and teſtimony b 
any that lived in the ſame age wit 
them or near to it, no not by Tertal- 
lian himſelf, though otherwiſe in re- 

to his opinion, of all fin paſt 
being, waſh'd away by Baptiſm, he 
would have had it deferred, except 
in caſe of danger of death in Infants, 
not only till perſons were paſt Child- 
hood, but till after Marriage and the 
heat of youth was over, if nor till 
old age or towards the time of death. 
Neither could ever any Advocate of 
your cauſe ſo far as I can learn, give 
any - account ſhort of the Apoſtles 
times,” of the firſt riſe of Infant Bap- 
tiſca. 

But not example in matter of fat, 
but the reaſon and ground on which 
they ſtand or dodepend, is our rule. 
And therefore the reaſon and ground 
from Scripture why ſome Infants may 
be baptized, I reckon is more to be 

ed to than the evidence of 

faq. And theſe I have laid before 
you alrcady and ſhewed ; That the 
reaſon 
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reaſan of allowing the viſible Church- 
memberſhip of ſome Iafants, is che 
ſame now as it was in old Teſtament 
times z' ſuch as is Gods chuling them 
to it, ſanctifying and ſerting them 
apart for it, and calling them to it. 
That Gods pitt 1n granting this pri- 
viledge in the days of the Patriarchs, 
and his calling them to it, is without 
repentance and unrepealed. That 
they are as much qualified for the 
Church 1aitiating Ordinance now as 
ever heretofore , and as capable of 
the ends thereof. That our Saviour 
hath owned their ſpecial relation to 
him by appointing them to be recei- 
ved 1n his name. ' That he hath ac- 
knowledged them to be of the num- 
ber of thoſe that beheve in him. 
And that our Saviour and his Apoſtle 
bath put them into the number -of 
Diſciples. That they are in a ſenſe 
in a regenerate ſtate, All which to- 
gether, plainly ſhow them to be qua- 
ified for Baptiſm, according to the 
very Letter of Chriſts Commiſſion, 
And if there be ſubſtance intheſe rea- 
ſons, 
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ſons, as I doubt not but there is, Then 
fnfant Bapriſm is far from being a 
Nal/ity. And whatever I have ſaid 
heretofore in times long fince, con* 
trary to the tenout of theſe reaſons, 
Thereby Revoke, and do think T have 
| © you ſufficietit reaſon for my ſo 

ing, and for every one of you to 
do F likewiſe. 

Confidering then what lies in your 
way, you wil] find it a difficult rask 
to ſatishe your ſelves (or to give 0- 
thers any tolerable account that ou 
can ſatisfie your ſelves) that Infant 
Baptiſmis a N#{lity. Andit is ſo mach 
the more axrealonchle for you to 
think that it is, when yet thoſe who 
have been baptized in their Infancy, 
do agree with you in the doctrine 
CI touching the nature and 

ty of it, and the reaſons and 
ends of it; and hold thetnſelves as 
much obliged by it, as you do by 
yous: and the fincere of them do ag 
well and as much perform their obli- 
gation, as thoſe among you do who 
are fincere, 
G And 


382 A Friendly Avazeſs 
ND if theſe things be ſo as 1 


have endeavoured to repreſent 
them from the Scriptures; and if In- 
fant Baptiſm be indeed no ara, 4 

Then ſo many of you muſt needs 
under a dangerous miſtake and guilty 
of the odious fin of Schiſm, who 
think it a ſufficient ground to ſeparate 
from Chriſtian Congregations, for 
that they. have not been. otherwiſe 
baptized than in their Infancy, and 
which deny Church Communion with 
them to be lawful for that reaſon, and 
practiſe upon it accordingly. For 
this is a Canſieſ and unwarrantable 
rent and breach made in the body of 
Chriſt the univerſal Church : which 1s 
$chiſm in the formality of it. Nay 
It is Schiſm of a higher nature than 
ordinary. The Schiſm ia the Church 
of Corinth, and the like in other 
Churches, which was ſo much cons 
demaed inthe Apoſtles Epiſtles, agthat 
ſcarce any thing was more, was but a 
proud, uncharitable, and, unpeacea- 
ble faction, and ſiding in a particular 
Church, 
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Church, which did not proceed fo 
high as to ſeparation of one part of 
the Church from the other in publick 
worſhip and Church . Communion. 
Nor was ſuch a thing at all praftifed 
then by any Chriſtians, upon aty oc- 
cafion, though there were great diſ- 
orders.among them, but only by ſuch 
as St: Fude laith, were ſenſual not 
having the ſpirit, ver. 19. 

Andif Schiſm was fo highly con- 
demned when it never roſe to that 
height among Chriſtians as to deny 
Communion one with another in the 
publick worſhip to be lawful : What 
can we think of ſuch a Schiſm then 
as for you without cauſe to deny the 
lawfulneſs of holding Communion 
with almoſtall the Churches ofChriſt 
in the World (except thoſe few Con- 
gregations which have been rebapti- 
zed) and to prattiſe accordingly $ 
not to mention your cenfuring them 
to be no true Charches, nor any metn- 
ber of them properly a Chriſtian, but 
people of the World If the hietle 
Schiſms in the Church which never 
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proceeded to feparation., were 
thought of ſuch ill conſequence by 
the Apoſtles, as that they laboured 
hardly in any thing more in their Epi- 
ſtles, than to prevent and ſuppreſs 
them: Then certainly ſuch a Schiſm 
as yours, cannot in reaſon but be of 
as much more a criminal nature, and 
of ſo much worſe conſequence , as 
the unchurching of almoſt all Chri- 
{tian Churches 1n the World, is worſe 
than thoſe lefler diviſions 1n the 
Church were z notwithſtanding 
which they kept on foot their Com- 
munion in the ſolemn worſhip. "The 
Schilſm which conſiſted jn ſeparation 
we ce was perpetrated by none then , 
but thoſe vile Gnoſticks, who though 
they pretended to more knowledge 
= perfeQion than was in them they 
withdrew from, yet ſuch was the 
opinion the Apoſtles had of them 
and their ſeparation , as that they 
were not afraid to fay, they were 
ſen ſual not having the ſpirit. Which 
I note, not as judging you to be as 
bad men as thoſe Gnoſticks were, (ſet- 
ting 
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ting afide un Schiſm) but to put 
you in mind that notwithſtanding the 
great diſorders that were in thoſe 
Churches, and the want of the due 
exerciſe of Diſcipline in the Church 
of Corinth, and ſeveral of the ſeven 
Churches of Aſa, yet no good Chri- 
ſtians then ever attempted to eret 
ſeparate Communities for reformation 
ſake, much leſs were ever encouraged 
{o to do by the Apoſtles, but the quite 
contrary, 

Now if the Apoſtles had ſuch a 
deep ſenſe of the miſchievous nature 
and effefts of Schiſm, as put them up- 
on ſuch ſtrenuous endeavours to pre- 
vent or ſupreſs it, as we find they 
uſed : Methinks this ſhould awaken 
you to refle& upon your ſelves and 
what you have done by your ſepara- 
tion, in making ſuch a rent as you 
have done in the Church of God, and 
what the effects of it have been. 

I know you cannot be without all 
ſenſe of what fad effte&s our Church 
diviſions have produced ; Such as is 
the expoltng of our holy Religion, 

G 3 tg 


85 A Friendly Abbzefs 


to the ſcorn and contempt of Atheilts, 
Infidels, and Papilſts, and the tempt- 
ing-of thoſe to become ſuch which 
were not ſo' before: and ſuch as 1s 
the diſcompoſing, unſetling, and con- 
founding the minds of many well 
meaning, and well-defigning, but in- 
judicious people, to the Detraying 
theminto the hands of Seducers, who 
haye made their advantage of our 
diviſions: and ſuch as is thediverting 
of mens minds from the ſerious con- 
fideration, ſtudy, and pradtice of the 
weightier matters of Religion, and 
the engaging them in contentious 
Janglings, and uncharitable Cenfſu- 
rings and Revilings, to the deſtrai- 
on of true Chriſtian Charity and Pie- 
ty, and the placing Religion much in 
opinion, and in being of a different 
form and party; and ſuch as is the 
expoling” of us all to the danger of 
the breaking in of Popery, by 
{treagthening their hands who 'are of 
that way,and by weakening our own, 
and by incouraging them 1n hopes of 
prevailing at laſt to prattiſe apon wo 
| an 
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and by all their Arts to improve the 
advantage we have put into their 
handsby our diviſions and diſtraQtions. 
You cannot be ignorant how many 
have taken their way to Pxakeriſm 
and Scepticiſar through your Congre- 
purions; like wandering ſtars, having 

rſt teft the Parochial Aſſemblies, 
have promiſed themſelves this and 
that ſatisfaftion, firſt in one new form 
and then 1n another, until they have 
ran themſelves out of breath, and at 
Hft quite loſt themſelves and ſeldom 

returnin 
And if upon review and examina» 
tion you find, as doubtleſs you may, 
that your ſeparation, which with the 
ſeparation of others, hath brought 
forth ſuch bitter fruit, hath pro- 
ceeded on tniſtaken grounds, and 
been undertaken without any juſt 
cauſe : what work then will here be 
for repentance, that ever you have 
been acceſlary to ſuch milchicts as 
thoſe before-mentioned are, and what 
need is there for you that are Leaders, 
to ſound a retreat to your followers! 
G 4 I 
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I can aſſure you it hath been matter 
of no ſmall humbling to ſome, when 
they have perceived the bad cffeQs of 
ſuch ſeparation , that ever they had 
their hands in it ; The ſenſe of which 
bad effeRts alſo, firſt put them upon 
ſuch a ſerious review of the grounds 
on which they firſt ſet out 1n it, as 
by means whereof they came to diſ- 
cover the weakneſs and unſoundneſs 
of thoſe grounds, And as. what I 
have herein done to help you to a 
fight of your miſtake, is intended as 
a real ſervice to you; ſo I ought to 
preſume that it cannot but be judged 
to be ſo by ſuch as are fiacere lovers 
of truth, if they can receive thereby 
any ſuch benefit as is deſigned them 
by it. | 
pF if any ſhall receive convidion, 
and yet for their reputation ſake 
among their party, and for fear of the 
xeproach of inconſtancy , ſhall (till 
perſiſt in their way contrary to the 
canviction of their own mind; let 
them conſider, that ſuch will hardly 
be able ra buy the truth with the pi 
0 
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of liberty, eſtate, or life, that are 
ſcared from a publick owning of it, 
by the. corrupt breath of ſuch inju- 
dicious and heady perſons, which 
cannot excuſe them by anſwering for 
them to God, to whom every one 
mult give an account for himelf. 
Let it be remembred, who and 
what they were who believed on 
Chriſt, and yet would not confeſs that 
they did, becauſe they loved the 
praiſe of men, of their own party, 
more than the pou s of God, Joh. 12. 
42, 43. and who they were that could 
wot believe, becauſe they ſought ho- 
nonr one of another, and not the ho- 
nour that comes from God only, Jobs 
5. 44+ I the rather mention theſe 
things to you, becauſe I know in part 
how (ſtrong a temptation of this na» 
ture is, and how hard to be over- 
come. ' But let it be conſidered, that 
it is not counted a diſparagement to 
any man that he 1s not infallible, 
when as it is truly diſhonourable for 
any to carry it as confidently as if he 
were, when almoſt all knowing and 
good 
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good men in the World, are of ano- 
ther mind, It is in the Judgment of 
the wiſeſt, truly commendable and 
praiſe-worthy, for a man to acknow- 
ledge and retract his error when heis 
convinced of it. If rhis ſhould not 
be admitted, what place is left for 
men to grow in knowledge, or to 
perfe& that which is lacking 1n their 
repentance, which is not done with- 
out a change of mind? There are 
few men that arrive at any great wil- 
dom, but have found occahion to al- 
ter their opinioa in many things. 
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Here is another principle of ſe. 
paration beſides this of Infant 
Baptiſm, which is common both to 
you and thoſe of the Congregational 
way : and though you differ in the 
former, yet in this you are one. This 
principle of ſeparation confiſts in 
an opinion, that none are to be held 
Communion with in Church-fellowſhip, 
who are not in the Judgment of the 
| Church 
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Eburch ſavingly called and ſaving! 
ſan@Fified ; which you and / call 
a Tudgment of Charity or of diſcre- 
fior. This is an opinion, and the 
practiſing upon it a thing plainly con- 
tradicted by the teſtimony of the 
Scriptures, both in the old Telta- 
ment and the new. This I have 
ſhewed already in this diſcourſe, And 
to what I have already faid , I (hall 
add one or two things more. The 
oge is, that herein you aud they take 
upon you to judge in matters, wherein 
70u neither are nor can be competent 
Toda He that judgeth a man to 
have ſaving, Grace or not to have it, 
muſt paſs a Judgment of what is in 
the heart and not of his outward 
actions only, And this is the Prero- 
pative of God only, who as the Scrip- 
ture ſaith, only knows the bearts of 
the Children of men , 1 Kings 8. 39. 

and therefore may not be uſurped b 
men. It's true indeed we may Ge 
muſt judge the beſt of men with. a 
Judgment of Charity (o far as there 1s 
any ground to hope well of them in 
| reference 
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referenceto their ſtate Godward ; but 

we muſt not take upon us to judge in 

the Negative, againſt men in the worſe 

ſenſe; that is, that they have no ſaving 

Grace, or which is the ſame, that 

they are in a damnable condition, ex- 

cept they have thoſe black Characters 

on them, for which the Scripture ex- 

preſly excludes them from having 
any inheritance in the Kingdom of 
God and of Chriſt , ſuch as are enu- 
merated in I Cor. 6.9,10. Gal. 5. 19, 
20, 21. We may judge of mens de- 
clared principles and actions in order 
to their reception to, or rejedtion, or 
at leaſt ſuſpenſion from the Commu- 
nion of the Church, when we may 
not judge of their ſtate Godward. A 
man may be ſo ſcandalous as for which 
to be deprived 'of Communion with 
the Church, when yet we may not 
judge that man to have no Grace. If 
any man obey not our word by this 
Epiſtle, note that man, and have no 
company with him that be may be aſha- 
med. Tet count him not as an enemy 
but admoniſh him as 4 brother, 2 Theſ. 
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2. 14, 15. The reaſon of all which 
[ have ſignified already, which is, be- 
cauſe we are incompetent Judges in 
this, at leaſt unleſs they are mon- 
—_ wicked perſons. The part- 
ing difference between the loweſt de- 
of ſaving grace, and that which 

is but common grace is (o little, and 
to the wiſeſt of men ſo undiſcernable, 
that it is impoſhible but that they will 
be in great danger of judging them 
to have no ſaving grace that have,who 
fit in Judgment upon that matter : 
Yea and of depriving them alſo of 
thoſe Church priviledges which ac- 
cording to your own tenent they have 
a right to, having ſaving grace. And 
thus in going about to weed out the 
tares, you will root wp the wheat alſo, 
contrary to the mind of our Maſter. 
Mat. 13. 29, When our Saviour 
ſaith, judge not that ye be not judged, 
Mat. 7. 1. as he would not have us 
ſevere in judging other mens words 
and ations, or intentions, ſo much 
leſs their ſtate and ſtanding before 
God. Who art thou that judgeſt ano» 
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ther mans Servant f to hit awn Me 
ftet he ftandeth or falleth, Rom. 14. 4. 
And again, . who art thow that judgeſt 
another, Jam. 4.12. St. Pant faith 
of him that is a Jew, not outwardly 
but inwardly,and whoſe Circumciſion 
is not outward in the fleſh but in- 
wardly in the heart, That his. praiſe 
or" approbation is not of men but of 
God : it 1s not of men deciſevely or 
determinately, but of God only who 
knowcth the heart. And if it be not 
of men, then men ſhould not attempt 
it or _—— it. Rom. 2. 28, 29: 
That's one thipg. 

Another which reſpetts thoſe of 
the Congregational way chiefly, is 
this : That felr practice 1n purſuance 
of their principle aforeſaid, is con- 
trary to the conſtant practice of the 
Apoltles and Primitive Chriſtians: 
We do not find, that they refuſed any 
adult perſons Communion with-them 
in the Supper of the Lord, who had 
been received into. the Univerſal 
Church by Baptiſm, but-only ia caſe 
of being orderly proceeded agaiaſt iq) 
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a iy a Church cenſure for notort- 
ous alous offences: but that ſuch 
as were baptized continued ſited faſt! 
in the. Apoſtles doGrine, and in 74 4 
ing of bread and prayer, As 2. 41,42: 
And the Profelyte ſtrangers of old 
who were Circumciſed, were by Gods 
appointment admitted to the ſame 
Church priviledges as the Jews were, 
Ex0. 12. 49. Whereas thoſe of the 
Congregational way , though the 
baptize their Children, yet refuſe 
them Church Communion when they 
are grown, if they have any ſtrong 
ſuſpicion that they have no ſaving 
grace, although they never came un- 
der Church Cenſure for notorious 
ſcandalous offences. Which is an Ar- 
bitrary and unſcriptural way of pro- 
ceeding, and ſo much the worſe in 
them who ſcruple ſome things becauſe 
not commanded in Scripture, though 
they be not forbidden. So that their 
foreſaid principle of ſeparation in 
ConjunGion with their practice of 
baptizing their Children , renders 
. them inconſiſtent in their way, and 
their 
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their way contradiQious in it ſelf. 
There are further great inconveni- 
ences, to ſay no worle, pR_—_ this 
practice of theirs. Firſt,they have here- 
by prepared a way to Anabaptiſm, and 
give occaſion for matiy to take their 
way to that throughth eir Congre- 
gations, as taking 4 degree towards it 
there, For when ſome have perceiv- 
ed the interferings that are in their 
way in baptizing perſons intothe Uni- 
verſal Church, and yet not to receive 
them into their particular Churches, 
nor permitting them Communion with 
chem therein when come to Age, not- 
withſtanding their profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Religion, but upon a new 
account of ſpecial gracez they have 
been thereby drawn to think the Ana- 
baptiſts more true to their principles 
than they, and that then the bapti- 
zing of perſons may be as well defer- 
red till they have ſpecial grace, as 
their particular Church-memberſbip 
may, and ſo upon that account among 

others, have gone over to them. 
Secondly, hereby ſome who may 
have 
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have no "ſaving grace,' are in great 
danger of being betrayed into ſelf 
flattery, and into a being confident 
that they have, becauſe ſo good and 
_—_ a Congregation as they 
eſteem ſuch a Church to be , hath 
judged that they have ; and (o reſt 
ſecure in an unſafe condition. Which 
made ſeveral of the New-England 
Miniſters after their long experience 
of the effets of this way, at laſt in 
their joiat anſwer to Mr. Davenports 
Apologetital Preface, p. 43, 44. to lay 
thus: Indeed when min confound 
theſe two, and do tie viſible Church- 
memberſhip unto ſuch conditions and 
qualifications, as are enough to ſal- 
vation : this may tend to harden nent 
and to make them conceit, that if they 
be got into the Church, they are ſure of 
heaven ; whenas alas it may be they 
are far from it. 

Thirdly, A guiltineſs of a great 
Schiſmin the Church,and conſequent- 
ly of the many fad effects of its 
ſome of which I have mentioned be- 
fore, If the ſeparatiod built upon 

H the 
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the principle under conſideration, had 
been matter of duty by vertue of 
that principle , they that have enga- 
ged in it would not have been ac- 
countable far the evils conſequent 
upon it, no more than they were of 
ſetting Father againſt Son, and Son 
againſt Father, Mother againſt Daugh- 
ter, and Daughter againſt Mother, by 
preaching the Goſpel, Lu. 12. 53- 
But whoſoever hath undertaken a ſe- 
paration from , though but part of 
the Church, upon inſufficient grounds 
and miſtaken principles, muſt be ac- 
| countable for the ill effe&ts and con- 
ſequences of it, until they r 
and leave off, as well as for the 
Schiſm it ſelf which cauſed/them, But 
now I have already repreſented to 
you, "ay a Judgment io the Church 
that perſons have not ſaving grace, 
cannot be the rule of noa-admiſtion 
of them to particular Church Com- 
muanion, ſuppoſing them to haye been 
baptized into the Church Univerſal : 
and I have ſhewed likews how that 
ia the account of Scripture, ſuch have 
been 
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been- viſible Church-members, and 
externally related to God and to 
Chriſt, and called by his name, and 
denominated Saints, upon another 
accqunt than that of ſaving grace or 
internal holineſs. Which it truly re« 
preſented, then it cannot be matter 
of duty but the contrary, toground 
a ſeparation from ſuch Congregations 
as are conſtituted upon other terms, 
and becauſe they are ſo. 

In that thoſe of the Churches men- 
tioned in Scripture have been ſtiled 
Saints, it 1s no argument why none 
are to be admitted to Church-fellow- 
ſhip but ſuch as are Saints in a ſaving 
ſenſe, though this principle of ſepa- 
ration I now ſpeak of, is wont to be 
grounded on that. For ſome in thoſe 
Churches which were not Saints in 
that ſenſe, were yet ſtileg Saints from 
their being —_— and ſet apart to 
own and profeſs the worſhipping of 
the moſt holy God only, and to be of 
his holy Religion, as I have ſhewed 
both in this diſcourſe and elewhere 
more at large. Saints then was the 
H 2 common 
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common appellation of. thoſe that 
profeſt the Chriſtian Religion, as 
Chriſtian is now: and was not then 
uſed to diſcriminate the-fiacere from 
the unſound Chriſtians, as it is now. 
This was a device of a later date, 
and 4s too like that of the Church of 
Rome which does appropriate the ho- 
nour of being Saints unto ſuch only 
as they eſteem to have been eminent- 
ly Religious. The concluſion then 
is, that if the ſeparation of theſe 
friends with' that of 'your own, be 
unaccountable from the Scriptures, 
then they and you muſt needs be ac- 
countable for 1t, as an unlawful and 
naughty Schiſm, and for the many 
evils produced by it, until pardon be 
obtained by repentance, which none 
can promiſe themſelves, but upon re- 
formation. 


Tk laſt thing I ſhall obſerve 
from the oregoing diſcourſe, 


1s, that it doth afford us a ſubſtantial 


ground 
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ground for Naffonal Churches : That 
1s, it affords us ground to conclude, 
that the whole body of a Nation who 
are baptized into the Univerſal 
Church, and'that profeſs Gods true 
Religion, are in that reſpe&t ſubje&# 
matter of a Church; though this 1s 
indeed a thing which lies croſs to 
your thoughts, and which you are 
wont to oppoſe with ſome w__—_ 
on. The whole body of the Nation 


of the Jews, as was ſhewed before, 
were by Gods call and their profeſit- 
on, Abrahams Spjritual Sced, and as 


ſuch were Church matter, and a 
Church izorgenicaly conſidered. And 
for the ſame reaſon if the whole body 
of a Nation now by Gods call and 
their profeſiion of the true Religion, 
become Abrahams Spiritual Seed in A 
ſenſe, they muſt needs be as well Na- 
tional Church matter, as the Nation 
of the Jews were. 

Now that other Nations which 
have profeſt Gods true Religion, have 
thereby become Abrahams Spiritual 
Secd 1a a large ſenſe as well as the 

H 3 Nation 
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Nation. of the Jews ever were, we 
have good reaſon to believe, not only 
from the nature of the thing it (elf, 
but alſo from the Scriptures. The 
Lord ſaid unto Abraham, My Cove- 
nant is with thee, and thou ſhalt be a 
father of many Nations; 4 Ju of 
many Nations have I made thee, Gen. 
17.4, 5- Which is nt to be under- 
ſtood in a reſtrained ſenſe, of his bes 
ing a father of many Nations by a+ 
tural generation only, but alſo it not 
only of his being a ſpiritxal father of 
many Nations, who were to derive 
their being, and what they ſhould be 
ia a ſpiritual or religious capacity, 
from him from whom the true ſaving 
doctrine hath been fince propagated; 
firſt, to the Nation of the Jews, and 
then to Nations of the Gentiles, And 
thus St. Paxl interprets the aforeſaid 
promiſe of God to Abrahaw, Rom. 4. 
I6, 17, ----That the promiſe might be 
ſure to all the ſeed, not to that only 
which is of the law, but to that alſo 
which is of the faith of Abraham, 
who is the father of ws aff , as it is 

written, 
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written, I have made thee 4 father of 
weany Nations. Now if Abraham be, 
hath been, and ſhall be, a ſpiritual Fa- 
ther of many Nations, then many Nati- 
ons muſt needs be his ſpiritual Chil- 
dren:For Father and Children are cor- 
laretives, and in what ſenſe the one is a 
Father, the other muſt be his Chil- 
dren. And when St. Paul faith, if ye 
be Chriſts, then are ye Abrahams ſeed 
Gal. 3. 29.) is true of all that are 
, and jn the ſame ſenſe in which men 
are Chriſts , in that ſenſe they are 
Abrahams Seed, whether it be by pro- 
feſſion only, or by a ſound Faith 
alſo. - 
And in correſpondence to all this, 
the Kingdoms of this World are ſid 
to become the Kingdoms of the Lord 
and of his Chriſt. Which muſt be 
underſtood of their becoming profeſ- 
ſors 'of the Goſpel of Chriſt or the 
Chriſtian Religion , Revel. 11. 15. 
And this hath come to pals according 
as was foretold by the Prophets as 


| wellas to Abraham himſelf. To in- 


ſtance in one inſtead of many, Zech, 
H 4 2. 11. 
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2. 11. Many Nations ſhall be joined 
to the Lord in that day, and ſhall be 
”y people. As the Nation of the 
Jews were Nationally Gods people, 
and God was the God of Iſrael; fo 
hercit's foretold, that many Nations 
nationally ſhould be joined to him 
and- be his people alſo, and con(e- 
quently he muſt be the God of thoſe 
Nations inthe ſame ſenſe in which they 
are his people. 

Thus far the matter is ſo evident, 
that one would think that nothing 
but an inveterate prejudice and pre- 
poſieſion of a contrary opinion un- 
duly taken up, and an averſeneſs tq 
conteſs your ſelves to have been miſta- 
ken, ſhould hinder you from accept» 
ing of a conyiction in this matter, 
and of yiclding up your judgments 
as conquered by the truth. To pro- 
ceed then yet farther. If Nations 
profcſling the true Religion, are in 
a more general ſenſe Abrahams (piri- 
tual Seed, and a people joined to the 
Lord ſo as to be his people, Thea it 
15 as well the duty of the people of 
i 25+ | Gich 
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fach Nations to affociare and knit to- 
gether in Chriſtian Congregations for 
publick wofſhip in the places where 
they refide, as it was for the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians who lived in Roxee, in 
Corinth, in Cenchrea by Corinth, ec. 
to aſſociate as they did in the ſame 
places for the ſame end ; and accor- 
dingly thoſe Churches were called by 
the names of the places where they 
did reſide. And our Parochial di- 
{tribution is no more a cauſe of quar- 
rel, than that was that the Church of 
Corinth, and the Church at Cenchres 
were diſtin upon the only account 
that the members of each lived in di- 
{tinft places. And as the diſtribution 
of the whole Nation of Profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity into particular Paro- 
chial Aſſemblies, beſt anſwers the Pri- 
witive pattern, (o it beſt anſwers the 
ends of Church aſſociation, ſuch as 
are the watching over, conferring 
with, admoniſhing, exhorting, and 
comforting one another, and the al- 
lembling together for publick wors- 
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And when the Chriſtians in a Na- 
tion are thus diſpoſed of into Con- 
gregations in the places where they 
live, weak and ſtrong together, it is 
no ways agreeable to primitive pra- 
ice, nor to the general ends of 
Church aſſociation, nor to the com- 
mon good of particular Churches, or 
of the whole body of Chriſtians in 
a Nation, for the ſtronger, . the wiſer, 
the better, the more. ſpiritual in thoſe 
Pariſh Churches, to withdraw them- 
ſelves from the more ignorant, weak, 
and carnal Chriſtians, reſiding in the 
ſame place with them, into diſtint 
and ſeparate Communities, fo long as 
they can hold Communion with them 
without ſinning in ſo doing. This 
the Primitive Chriſtians did not: and 
if no ſuch thing hadbeen done in our 
Nation, .the Church of God amongſt 
us would doubtleſs have been in no 
ſuch bad circumſtances as now it is. 

As God hath placed in the natural 
body members Gmc more neceſlary 
and-uſetul than others, ro be helpful 
and ſerviceable to the meaner, more 
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helpleſs and leſs uſeful, for the good 
of the whole body: ſoit is in Eccle- 
fialtical bodies. God, faith St. Paxl, 
hath tempered the body together, ha- 
ving.gives more abundant honour to 
that part which licked ; that there 
ſhould be no Schiſm in the body, 1 Cor. 
12. 24, 25- That there ſhould be no 
Schikm in the body : as to be ſure 
there will and needs muſt, when that 
partis moſt negleted which lacketh 
moſt care and pains, and withdrawn 
from as if it were no part of the bo- 
dy. This becomes a fore temptation 
to thoſe who are deſpiſed, to ſet 
againſt thoſe who deſpiſe ther, and 
that again tempts them on the other 
fide, to oppoſe their oppoſers, and 
ſo the breach grows wider and wi- 
der, and ſpreads it ſelf through the 
whole body of a Nation. And as 
the withdrawing live coals from thoſe 
that are but : Fitdle kindled, 1s the 
way to put out the fire : ſo 1s the 
withdrawing of the better Chriſtians 
from the worſe, not in a =_ of 
Church Diſcipline, but into diſtindt 
bodies, 


108 A Friendly Addzeſs 


bodies, the, dire& way to ruine the 
Church, and to extinguiſh the life and 
heat of Religion in thoſe places 
where this is practiſed, . I nothing 
doubt but that thoſe who have taken 
this courſe, let the provocation to it 
be what it will, might have conſul- 
ted the real and true intereſt of Re- 
ligion in the main, much better in ano- 
ther way. This way favours too 
much of (elf-ſatisfation, and neglet 
of others, to be of Chriſt, who 
would have the ſtrong to bear the in- 
firmities of the weak, and not to 
pleaſe themſelves, after his own exam: 
ple, Rom. 15. New ways many times 
take much for a while which do not 
end (o well at laſt. Enquire for the 
old way and ſtand in the good way, 
that in which the primitive Chriſtians 
walked, if ye would find reſt and fa- 
tisfation in your own minds, reſt to 
your Souls. 

And it it be matter of duty in it 
ſelf, and according to primitive pra- 
Ctice for all Chriſtian Profeflors in « 
Nation thys to unite in particular 

; Congre- 
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Congregations in. the places where - 
they reſide, and not to make any 
Schiſm after, by one part withdraw- 
ing from the other into ſeparate 
Communities, ſo long as they can 
continue their Communion without 
a neceſtity of finning 5 Then if the 
Higher Powers in ſuch a Nation do 
exerciſe their authority in command- 
ing them to do this which is of it ſelt 
their duty, though they had not com- 
manded it, and do likewiſe forbid 
and reſtrain their making of Schiſms 
by ſeparating when they have no ſuf- 
ficient or warrantable cauſe to doit;s 
this cannot make it leſs their duty 
than it was of it (elf before, and (till 
would be, were there no ſuch Com- 
mand or reſtraint from the Higher 
Powers. No man ſure can imagine 
that if Nero had uſed his authority 
in commanding the Primitive Chri- 
ſtian Churches to do the ſame things 
which they were obliged to do 
though he had not commanded it, as 
he did not, that Nero's Command in 
that Caſe would have made it any 

whit 
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whit leſs their duty , but the more, 
It is not unbecoming but very lau- 
dable no doubt for the Higher Pow- 
ers to concern themſelves and their 
authority in promoting the Chriſtian 
Religion in their Dominions, by ta- 
king order that God be publickly and 
ſolemnly worſhipped by the Chriſti- 
ans in the uſe of Goſpel Ordinances: 
That places for publick worſhip be 
-provided for that end : That Offi- 
cers competently qualified, be appoin- 
ted to adminiſter thoſe Ordinances : 
That fitting maintenance be appoin- 
ted and provided them, that they may 
attend that work without diſtraQion : 
That the people be required and com- 
manded to attend the publick wor- 
ſhip, an1 that care be taken that th 
may not be diſturbed in it : and fi- 
nally that Diſcipline be duly exerciſed 
for the purging of the Churches, 
and for the keeping them pure. Su 
poling the Higher Powers and the 
people of a Nation to be Chriſtian, 
the very light of nature, and their 
love to the Religion they pu_ 
W 
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will diate ſuch things as theſe, in 
the one to Command, and the other 
to obey, and to uſe all due means to 

ent diviſions amongſt them, as 

ing moſt deſtructive to all Commu- 
nities of "men, and to the flouriſhing 
of Religion. 

I do not find that in the Law of 
Moſes , there was any direQion or 
command” in particular, that when 
that people ſhould chuſe them a King, 
that he ſhould uſe his authority 1n 
cauſing both Prieſts and people to do 
their in the ſeveral parts of 
Gods Worthip, enjoined by Moſes his 
Law, any more than Kings now un- 
der the New Teſtament are in parti- 
cular appointed and required to fee 
that the Chriſtians under them, both 
Miniſters and People, do their _ 
in matters relating to Gods public 
Worſhip. And yet when Hezekiab, 
for inſtance, to reſtore Religion after 
a decay of it in his Dominions, com- 
manded the Prieſts and Levites to do 
the duty of their places according to 


the Law of Aoſerz and with _ 
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of the Princes, ſummon'd the People 
of the Land to come and keep the 
Paſsover, and the like : 1n the Con- 
clufion it is ſaid thus of him. Thar 
did Hezekiah throughout all Judah, 
and wrought that which was right and 
good, and true before the Lord hits 
God : and in every work which be 
began in the ſervice of the houſe of 
God , and in the Law, and in the 
commandments to ſeek his God, he 
did it with all bis heart and proſpered, 
2 Chro. 31.20, 21. And it this and 
the like 1n other good Kings was 
highly acceptable co God.,- as we ſee 
it was; then we have little reaſon to 
think it ſhould be diſpleafing to him 
when Kings now do any thing like 
it: He is the miniſter of God to thee 
for good, ſaith St. Paul, Rom. 13. 4- 
and ſo long as he promotes the pub- 
lick good 1n things temporal or ſpirt- 
tual, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, he is not 
out of his way. If it were a thing 
ſo well pleafing to God for Abrahaw 
to command his Childrea- and his 
great Houſhold to keep the way of 
the 
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the Lord , as that God himſelf ap- 
plauded him for it, Ger. 18. 19. 1t 
cannot certainly be an offence to him 
for Kings to command their Subjects 
to do hkewiſe. It wasno ſmall bleſ- 
fing that God promiſed to the Church 
when he ſaid , that Kings ſhould be 
their nurſing Fathers, and Queens 
their nurſong mothers : and it would 
be' great ingratitude not to acknow- 
ledge it to be ſo, when they uſe their 
power and authority,not only to pto- 
rect and incourage them in the pro- 
fefſion\of the Chriſtian Religion, but 
alſo in making provifion as Nurſing 
Fathers for their fpiritual douriſh- 
ment,” 7/2. 49. And the truth is, the 
more the Higher Powers concern 
thernſelves in due ways to promote 
Religion in their Dominions, the 
more aſually it flourifheth : as we ſee 
not only by examples in the Sctip- 
tures and other Hiſtory, but expert- 
ence teacheth us: that there is gene- 
rally the leaſt face of Religion it 
ſuch places as have been moſt negtect- 
ed in the publick proviſton. 
[ 
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I would adviſe thoſe among you 
who are moſt tender in this point 
touching the Magiſtrates Power in 
matters of Religion, to.heqgr what is 
aid in anſwer to a Queſtion of this 
Nature, by 7.0. in ſome Sheets in- 
tituled, Two Lueſtions concerning the 
power of the ſupream Magiſtrate about 
Religion and the worſhip of God; 
with one about Tythes, propoſed and 
reſolved : Whoſe words] know they 
will more regard than anothers. The 
Queſtion is, Whether the Supream 
Magiſtrate in a Nation or Common- 
wealth of men, profeſſing the Religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, may or ought to ex- 
ert his power Legiſlative and Execu- 
tive, for the ſupport ment, pre ſervation, 
and C08 of the — [ſaon of the 
faith, and worſhip of God ; and whe- 
ther he may and ought to forbid, coerce, 
or reſtrain ſuch principles and pra- 
Fices ar are contrary to them, and 
Ne of them? The Anſwer to 
which, is managed under ten Heads 
of Arguments. The affirmative (faith 
he) of both parts of this Queſtion is 
proved, 
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proved, 1. From the light and Law 
of Netwre. 2. From the Law of Na- 
tions. 3. From Gods Inflitution in 
and by Laws poſutive, upon Do@rines 
of faith and ways of worſhip, of pure 
Revelation. 4. From the example o 
a" gol ly - Magiſtrates accepted wit 

fromh the foundation of the World. 

5 / the promiſe of Goſpel times. 

6. From the equity of I rules. 
7: From the confeſſion of all the Pro- 
— - od is the World. 3. From 

of thoſe in particular, 
EE the World, on account of 

eſt of their Priwciples, at to 
St = ras 9. Rom 
# enje of the gtmeraiity 
of godly men in _ orld. 19. Frome 
the pernicious conſequences of the con- 
trary aſſertion. This was good Do- 
Qrine wr 1659. 

And'if apprehenſion and ex- 
perience , fuch 'Higher Powers. do 
jadge that all the Miniſters 
and People in their Daminions, ate 
never ike to prove fo Wile and ſober, 
as not to abnaſe an abſolute liberty, 

I 2 by 
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by making iff Aifferent. parties in the 
htutch, by chufing different ways of. 
admin Matic agd_ if to .preyent, 
this” and tb od erve Pegce and Umty,, 
in the Chuic 1 as of great concern- 
meng for their edification and, com» 
fott; "bd for the hongur, 8d reputa-, 
tion of the Chriſtian Re vn, and 
for the hetter Propagation © it, they 
have thought it beſt to pteſcribe ſome 
method and form tobe uled by all, it 
is to! by fexi uſly * LILY you 
Thit if 6 Kids" þ70 pry 
fornt'be tn join ec Javerhcung 
of Comet YEA not fiaful, 
fot You to fibmit” to, which is. 
= elig ible, 'Whether.ta CpArate, or: 
it to. that. .methpd. and, form, . 
chowgh? it (ſhould. not, 1M, YOur APPre-, 
henſtan; be" lo. "uſeful, beneficial and 
grateftil to you , as a liberty for you", 
and your Miniſters would be, to "uſe 
whatwa ew ye belt ?Ifyouſay, 
Rparate 4 | eligible an fitteſt to, 
be cotta i ig Wgble 2 . Then com. 
muſt. prove. it Which .no man Yill | 
eveftT, f think: i able to do, > 60.mie, 
hat 
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That it is TaWfuf' ts break Churches 
to pieces upon! the account only of 
ſome convenrencies you deſire, and 
inconvementies which in your appre- 
henfion you fuffer , when otherwiſe 
you might lawfully and without de- 
filing your ſelves with fin, continue 
and 'maintatn your Communion ia 
thoſe Churches,” to your own and 
theiredification with whom you were 
united; No doubt but the great dit- 
ferences that were on foot between 
the Judaifing and Gentile Chriſtians 
ia the Apoſtles times, did ſomewhat 
burden their Communion together in 
the ſame Church, with ſome confider- 
able inconvenience; and fo did the 
{ſcandalous opinions and practices of 
many in the ſeven Chugches of Aſa, 
and other Churches, make the Com- 
munion which thoſe had with them 
who had” not defiled their garments, 
the leſs pleaſant and comfortable, and 
in ſome reſpect burdenſome to them. 
But we hear nothing of ſeparation 
and breaking of Churches ia pieces 
upon that account, nor of any en- 

| l 3 COUrage- 
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coura iven thereto by the 
Apoſtles, but the quite contrary, 
Mo bring this buſineſs down from 
above, let us try it a little in your 
own Court, Suppoſe the Higher 
_ ſhould not how concerned 
themſelves in preſcribing any Com- 
mon form to be uſed in ol particular 
Churches in their Dominions, but had 
left them all at liberty to do that 
which _—_ be de. in me own 
eyes. And ſuppoſe again that any 
other Eccleſiaſtical _—_ over the 
whole ſhould havethought fit to have 
reſcribed the ſame Form for all the 
ariſh Churches which now is pre- 
{cribed by the Higher Powers in this 
Nation, or ſome other as diſlatisfa- 
tory to ſome, Nay to go lower, 
ſuppoſe yet further, that the ſeveral 
Pariſhes or particular Churches had 
not been under any ſuch general Ec- 
glefiaſtical Power, nor ruling over 
the whole neither, but each particu- 
lar Congregation had been under its 
own Goverament only, And ſuppoſe 
in this caſe, that the ruling, prevail- 
ng, 
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ing,or major part in one or more ſuch 


ependent Congegttons, ſhould 
have thought it fit to have ſuch a form 
uſed in their own Congregation as is 

w preſcribed by our Higher Pow- 
C or ſhould have done or cauſed to 
be done in the publick adminiſtrati- 
on, uR_ng elſe as unacceptable 
to part of ſuch a Congregation as the 
form now preſcribed by our Higher 
Powers, is to you. Yet the queſtion 
would ſtill be, which would have 
been moſt Chriſtian in either of theſe 
Caſes, whether to divide, ſeparate, 
and break the Church to pieces, or 
to ſubmit to the uſe of it to avoid 
ſuch a breach, and the bad effects of 
it, until they could in a peaceable 
and regular way, have obtained their 
defire, or come to better ſatisfaction 
in their own minds ? Suppoſing ſtill 
that all this while, the diſſatisfied 
part had been put upon doing no- 
thing finful in it ſelf, but only what 
was leſs uſcful and defireable in their 
own apprehenſions. And if you al- 
low of ſeparation upon any account 
I 4 leſs 
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leſs than that of neceſſity when men 
muſt (in or ſeparate, or an utter fail- 
ure in the means of edification , you 
open a door to confuſion in, and de- 
ſtruction to the Church. It 15s upon 
this very account of neceflity that 
we -uſtifi our ſeparation at firſt from 
the Church of Rowe. Now-if ſuch 
things as now ſuppoſed, did proceed 
from any ofher Church Governing 
Power, were it indulged to by the 
Higher Powers , would be no good 
ground of ſeparation , neither then 
can they be any, when they proceed 


from the Higher Powers. For let” 


them proceed from the one or the 
other, it doth not alter the nature of 
the things themſelves, otherwiſe than 
as the ſtamp of authority may make 
that in ſome degree neceſſary in ſe, 
which was and' [till is but indifferenc 
in its own nature, and might have 
been uſed, or another in the ſtead 
of it. 

Now ſee then where you are, and 
to what you are brought. If you 
£2pnot prove that to join in the en 

| lick 
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lick wor@ip of God adminiſtred ac- 
cording to our Liturgy, is a Sin ; then 
if you refuſe to do it, and ſeparate 
from the Church becauſe of it, you 
make yourſelves guilty of as great a 
fin as the monſtrous $ of an un- 
lawful Schiſm and ſeparation argues 
it to be. And you cannot prove that 
your joiving in the publick worlhip 
adminiſtred by our Liturgy, is a fin, 
unleſs you can prave that ſomethin 
therein appointed - for the publick 
worſhip, and which you muſt join in, 
if you join in the publick worſhip at 
all, is contrary to ſome inſtitution, 
rule, or Precept of our Lord and Sa- 
viour, which I preſume you will ne- 
ver be able ta do. And the reaſon is, 
becauſe the things for which we pray 
therein 5 and for which we give 
thanks, are agreeable to the $.rip- 
ture; they arc prayer, matter, and 
thankegiving matter. 

And then for the external circum- 
ſtances of Form and Method , you 
cannot prove theſe unlawful, becauſe 
it is no where forbidden in Scripture 
to 
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to preſent your er, matter, or 
dew : nella God in ſach 
an external form and method as is uſed 
in the Liturgy, but rather countenan- 
ced therefrom, as by our Saviours di- 
reting his Diſciples to uſe a Form of 
Prayer, and by the forms of Prayer 
in the Pſalms compoſed to be uſed as 
- Prayers. The title of Pſal. 102. is 
this; A prayer for the ; gots when 
be is over-whelmed , powreth ont 


his complaint before the Lord. The 
title of P ſal. go. is this; A prayers of 


Moſer and the man of God. The 72. 
Pſalms ends thus 3 the prayer of David 
the Son of Feſſe are ended. Hezekiahb 
the King, and the Princes, comman- 
ded the Levites to ſing praiſe unto the 
Lord with the words of David and 
Aſaph, 2 Chron. 29,30. The Scrip- 
ture hath no wheredetermined, whe- 
ther Prayer ſhall be made with the uſe 
of a Book ar without, or whether 
longer or ſhorter, or whether in our 
publick Devotions, one or two, or 
more ſhall be uſed, or whether all 


ſhall be pronounced by the _— 
Ya 
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only, or part by the people alſo. We 
do not count it unlawful to pray to 
and praiſe God with united voices in 
inging of P ſalms. Now where we are 
at liberty in theſe thingy, there it 
cannot be unlawful in it ſelf to uſe, 
either the one way or other, as cir- 
cumſtances dire, Some circutnſtan- 
ces may make one way or mode con- 
yenient at one time and 1n one caſe, 
and other circumſtances may make 
another more convenient at another 
time, and in another Caſe, about ex- 
ternal forms of worſhip, If our Lord 
had not intended usa Chriſtian liberty 
in outward forms, there is no doubt 
but we ſhould have had as particular 
direQion in them as we have about 
the ſubſtance. And we may well uſe 
the words of St. Paxl, in exhorting 
, one another to ſtand faſt in this liber- 
wherewith Chriſt hath made us 
+ [I meanin ufing this liberty one 
way or other, as it tends to Peace, 
Charity, and edification, and not the 
contrary as ſome urge it, 
The Jews had their Liturgy in their 
SY 0- 
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Synagogues, at the uſe of which our 
Saviour we may preſume uſed tobe 
preſent, -in as much as we find he fre- 
quented the Synagogue where he |i- 
ved, Lx. 4. 16. The antient Church 
before Popery Jlookr out mnto 
the World, had their Liturgy 5 and 
ſo have other reformed Churches 
beſides ours unto this day. And we 
in this Nation fo far as I can under. 
ſtand, have only been fo unhappy as 
to break our {ſelves 1n pieces about 
It, 

Whoever ſoberly conſiders what 
hath been the effect of caſting off the 
Liturgy and the eſtabhſhed Church 
Goverament in this Nation, and of 
the liberty that was taken in the late 
times of liberty, may by this time be 
pretty well reconciled to it again, 
whatever his thoughts may have been 
heretofore, Can any conlidering man 
think that the Church of God and 
the concerns of Religion 'in- this Na- 
tion, ſuftered at that rate by reaſon 
of the reſtraint put upon it by the 
Liturgy, before onr late (ad diſtraQti- 
ons 
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thoſe ſundry (trange ſets, monſtrous 
opinions and. Fu ices, violent con- 
tentions, ſore eaches and diviſions, 


2nd the effefts of theſe which that 

little time» of liberty in which the 

Liturgy was caſt off and the bonds 

- Goveramentbroken, hath produ- 
q: 

(Suppoſe there were or are ſome 
things ſuperfluous or wanting in our 
Liturgical Form of Adminiſtration, or 
thatit might be mended, or a berter 
waypitcht upon, if the Higher Powers 
over» us though it fit:if this ſhould be 
granted, yet this is no argument why 
you may lawfully ſeparate : It is not 
ts:being leſs uſetul or leſs defireable 
to-you than -it right be made, that 
will, bear you out1n your ſeparation, 
o- long as you ſhould do nothing in it 
lf fibful in worſhipping God 1n the 
uſe of -it, The queſtion is not at all 
whether this or another way were 
noſt eligible, were you at liberty to 
chuſe. without danger of making any 
Schiſm : But the great ag to 
which 
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which you muſt bring your ſelves is 
Which is. moſt eligible, wheeher to 


do that which comparativel =_ 
think is inconvenient, ics prof e, 
leſs uſeful, but yet not ful, 
to make your ſclves guilty of a great 
and notorious Schiſm, and therein of 
a great Sin, and thereby alſo to make 
your ſelves accountable for the moſt 
diſmal effefts of our fad breaches and 
diviſfionsz the very- thought or ſuf- 
picion of which, is enough to make 
the ſtouteſt heart to tremble. Do 
not flatter your ſelves with this and 
that apology and pretence , for this 
ſeems to be clearly the State of your 
Caſe. 

You talk of more purity of Com- 
munion, for the ſake whereof you fe- 
parate; but if you make your ſelves 
guilty ob Schiſm to obtain a more 
pure Communion, and ſuch a Schiſm 
as hath already produced moſt lamen- 
table effets, in vain. do you flatter 
your ſelves with a conceit of a more 
pure Communion. For your Com- 
muniog . being founded in a t 

Schiſm, 
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Schiſm, muſt needs polute it, and 
make it far more impure than Paro- 
chial Communion can upon any rea- 
ſonable account” be ſuſpeted to be. 
You cannot ſay Parochial Communion 
is at all impure, becauſe a man does 
not defile himſelf with fin in 
his way to it, or having his ſhare in 
it, as they do that e their way 
to yours a fanful Schiſm. $0 
that GR whole —_ _ is 
incomparably more cauſe to ſcru 
Crmatrgta yout Aſlemblies, S& 
der your circumſtances, than Com- 
munion in our Pariſh Congregati- 
ons. g 

Nor dots a defe@ in the exerciſe 
of Diſcipline by reaſon whereof ſome 
are admitted aps to Parochial 
Communion that ſhould be debar'd 
it, make the Communion impure to 
them who cannot help it. A man is 
to examine himſelf, and then hemay 
- ag or {ctr nnnty 

up : his examining anothers is 

abs made the condition of it. There 

were but « few names in the —_ 
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of Sardis, but what had defiled their 
garments and were dead, having only 
a name to live, and yet thoſe few held 
Communion in the fame Church 
without defiling their own, Reviel, 
3-4: You may if you pleaſe exerciſe 
that Diſcipline which the Scripture 
directs private perſons to uſe towards 
ſcandalous Church-members 5 that is, 
not to keep Company with them, or to 
eat or drink with them'in'a way of fa- 
miliar, voluntary and unneceſſary Con- 
verlation, 2 Theſ.. 3. 14-' Cor. $5.11: 
But this is no bar againſt doing your 
duty in coming:to Gods Ordinances 
and in Communicating with others 
there-who have not fo defiled them- 
ſc]lves, as was (aid before. | The want 
of due Diſcipline, is indeed a great 
CaJamity: but Diſcipline 4s not of the 
ellence of the Church, no more than 
the rod 1s of the Family, but is only 
neceſ{ary for the well beibg and good 
Government of it. 


There 
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i er are two things I perceive 
which ſome of you thcke much 
of. The one's, that when any thing be- 
tomes 4 condition of Communion, 
m_ is vehemently ſuſpeFed to be 
ow oye it frees 4 mian from the guilt 
if 8chiſm, although he breck Commeu- 
nion wpon it, The other is, that 
when that is impoſed as « condition 
of Communion which ought not to be 
made a condition , if Schiſm be oc- 
raſtkoned thereby, the guilt of it lies 
only oz the impo ſers, ard not on thent 
wor whom it it impoſed. It argues 
w'my opinion that arguments run 
very low with you, when you are 
fain to make ſhift with ſuch as theſe, 
"For the-firſt of theſe: Mens opi- 
nions of things, or ſuſpicious concern- 
ws them, does not alter the nature 
the thing s themſelves, or make 
that no Schiſin which is ſo in it (elf, 
' It may make a difference in the na- 
ture 'of the offence to be greater of 
lefſer before God, according as mer 
have been diligent = negligent im = 
e 
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uſe ofmeans to underſtand their duty 
in order to prattice, but does by no 
means excuſe them from all guile in 
the Caſe, for the reaſon aforeſaid. 
This Poſition therefore is doubtleſs 
falſe. 

But is there indeed ſuch-a virtue in 
ſuſpicion, as to ſanQifie Scbilmir (elf, 
and to make it to beno Schilm though 
otherwiſe it were 2 Why then] pray 
you, will not your ſuſpicion do as 


much on the other hand. ? Why does 


not your ſuſpicion of, making your 
ſclves guilty of a notorious Schilm, 


make that very lawful for.you. te do 
to avoid it, Which were it not for 
the danger of Schiſm, and: the evil-of 
thwarting publick Laws, might other- 
wiſe ſeem inconvenient. for, you ito 
do? Is there more danger in doing 
that, in the doing whereof it ts uncer- 
tain to you whether you do well or 
ill 1n reference to your perſonal con- 
cern , than there is in doing that 
which it's certain tends to ſo.,pub- 
lick a hurt and damage as Schiſm 


does ? 
When 


'* 


a '; ST 


—” ww <> 


” WW 90 WW »”* 5 UW DW & WW WW 


tothe Bow-Tonfozinilts, 13x 
When all Rom. 14. 23 
where it's ſaid, Pp dowbteth is 
damned if he eat, becauſe he eateth not 
of faith + for whatſoever is not of 
ith, is fn: 1 fay, when you ab 
ledge this to juſtifie your Schiſm ap- 
on the -accouhe 'of your doubtihg of 
the lawfuhacfs of ſome things ir the 
adminiſtration of holy things 5 you 


make wal in 
-panggbores A altogether Neth ' nnequal 
in jo ehemſehows The "Exivehe there touch- 
ed, was bout the eating or n6t cat- 
mg of ſich meats ; the cating of 
whieh-the Chriſtions-were nor obfi- 
to by any Law of God or Man: 
which-Caſe a mary might be ſure he 
ſhould tior offend - againſt cither, m 
to cat that about which 
thedoubt'was raiſed, nor againſtthe 
publick peave of the Church. But 
you are at' no ſuch liberty in your 
— it 45 got <> gg of — 
iflerency”, w make 4 
Sohiſn in the Church, dade qrntes 
ry'tro publick. Laws, av it was for a 
man to forbear one fort of food, wy 
K 3 
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the forbearing of which,, he ſhould 
do no hurt to the Church by diſtucb- 
ing the peace of it, aor to Religion, 
by. cauſing it. to. be evil ſpoken of, 
But yet that is not all, bat your caſe 
and. that there. ſpoken of , -is vaſtly 
different in another reſpe&t. - The 
doubting of ſome Chriſtian Jews 
touching the lawfulneſs of eating 
ſome meats, which the Chriſtian Gen- 
tiles did cat without ſcruple, did ariſe 
from. a want of, ſatisfation in their 
own minds touching the. abrogation 
of the Moſaical Law, by which the 
eating of thoſe. meats was once Cex- 
preſly . forbidden. So that your caſe 
1500 ways, parallel with: theirs there 
bandled..by the. Apoſtle 5, unleſs you 
could ſhew that thoſe undetermined 
circumſtances in the adminiſtration of 
holy things, the uſe of which you 
ſcruple, had been expreſly forbidden 
by ſome Law of God, the abrogation 
whereof you, queſtions which you 
will never be able todo, And there- 
tore this Text is altogether imperti- 
neatly alledged to juſtifie you in 
your 
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== practice , ' as many more have 


If 'you fay, though theſe words, 
what ſoever is not of faith i: ſin, be 
brought ro confirm a particular pro- 
poſition, yet they contain in them- 
ſelves an univerſal one: Admit this, 
for I will not deny it; yet they will 
not prove the contrary 5 that what- 
ſoever is of faith (in this ſenſe 'of 
faith) is no fin ; that is, it does not 
prove that whatſoever a man is per- 
ſwaded is no fin, is therefore no fin. 
And if it does not prove this, it will 
not prove that the a&t by which you 
make a Schiſm ſinful in it ſelf, does 
not do any ſuch thing though you 
are perſwaded it does not. Though 
a mans doubtfulneſs of the lawfulneſs 
of an aQioa ſo long as the reaſons of 
it preponderate and weigh down the 
reaſons that tend to his fatisfaftion, 
make it unlawful for him to do it un- 
der thoſe circumſtances: yet this will 
not free him from fin in caſe he be in 
an error in being ſo perſwaded, but he 
remains guilty of that error, and con. 
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ſequently is acceſſary alſo unto the 
evil that is cauſed thereby. If mens 
ignorance and unreſolvedaeſ in what 
is their duty.,. were a protetion to 
them from Go uildicek though in er- 
ror, it would be an inducement to 
them to indulge themſclves in their 
ignarance and irreſolution, But when 
a man does not know but that he is 
in ſuch a dilemmg, as that he fins whe- 
ther he at or forbear to aft, cither 
ia acting againſt his Conſcience , or 
In noglobing his duty through error 
af Conſcience, it will then awaken 4 
men that defires to keep agood Con- 
{cience, both towards God and tor 
wards men, to uſe both diligence and 
impartiality in his enquiry after what 
is his duty indeed. | 
It is I think but needfub upon this 
occaſion to caution many among YOu 
agaiaſt an ; rp (crupulaſity. I call 
that an afiefted crupulaſity, when 
peaple love to be ſcrupulous abont 
ſome things, when they are far from 
} in other things, wherein) they have 
Mare reglog to: be ſcrupulous. oe 
WHEN 
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when they are nice, curious, and 
ſqueamiſh about underermined cir- 
cutnſtances in forms of adminiſtration 
of holy things, but do not at all, or 
nothing ſo much ſcruple the layin 
waſte the peace of the Church, bes. 
the grieving and hurting others there- 
by, nor to lay Government it ſelf 
low, nor to ſpeak evil freely enough 
of them that Jifer from them, and the 
like, not to mention what is of more 
private concern. That ſuch things 
are abroad is too apparent to be de- 
nied : but whence they proceed, is 
not perhaps ſo cafily perceived.On| 
chis is viſible, that perſons ſcrupuloul- 
neſs about conforming to publick Or- 
ders, hath obtained rhem among ma- 
ny, the reputation of the ſtricter ſort 
of profeſſors: And from thence it's 
poſſible they may fanſie themſelves to 
be of more tender Conſciences-than 
others, and think it may be a good 


ſign of the truth of grace in them z 
and-upon that account, and of being 
thought to be fuch by others, they 
may affe& fuch a ſcrupuloſity. But 
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ſuch as are thus unequal in their ſcru- 
pling of things, may do well to con- 
ſider, that ſuch ſcrupuloſity is a more 
ſure ſign of hypocriſie than of a ten- 
der Conſcience, or of the truth of 
grace, in whomſocver it is found, as 
ſymbolizing with the Phariſees, who 
{trained at gnats, and yet could ſwal- 
low Camels. Whereas atenderneſs of 
Conſcience of the right kind, will 
make a man as much afraid of erring 
on the right hand as on the left; 
which temper 1s in Scripture given as 
the Character of a good man, a. man 
that turns nat aſide to the right hand 
nor tothe left, but 1s the upright man, 
Though tenderneſs of Conteecy 1s 
a right gaod thing if you underſtand 
thercby a fear of tranſgreſhing any 
known rule af duty, in ane thing as 
well as another, in conjundtion with 
a careful endeavour to know his rule 
in every thing, yetſcrupuloſity which 
is a fear of offending in that which a 
man does not know is forbidden, is 
not ſuch a commendable thing as that 
mga ſhoyld be in love with it, or 10+ 
gdulge 
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dulge it in themſelves, but is rather 
proper to thoſe who are ſuperſtitious * 
than to the truly religious. Becauſe 
it proceeds generally from the falſe 
Dodrine of men, and from a wrong 
notion of things , rather than from 
the obſcurit of the rule of duty, Its 


no marvel if there be no end of ſcru- 
ples with them who believe that no- 
thing can be done in faith, eſpecially 
in the external adminiſtration of 
Gods worſhip, but what they can 
bring a Divine Command or Inſtitu- 
tioa for, there being none of them 


that ſo teach, but practiſe otherwiſe, 
as you may ſoon perceive if you try 
all particular circumſtances in their 
worlbip or admimſtration of holy 
things, and muſt do fo, unleſs they 
will confine themſelves to the very 
words of the Lords Prayer, and to 
the form of words preſcribed in bap- 
tiſm and the Lords Supper. 

There are but two ways of know- 
ing Gods mind concerning our duty, 
Natural light and ſupernatural Reve- 
lation, And whatever we are not 

conhned 
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confined to by Divine determination, 
' or reſtrained from by Divine prohi- 
bition in oneof theſe ways, we may 
ſecurely and without any ſcruple do, 
when we are thereunto called by Pa- 
rents, Maſters, Magiſtrates, or Ec- 
clefiaſtical Governours. That which 
is not againſt us is for us in this caſe, 
as our Saviour alſo ſaid in another 
caſe, The Rule of that which is our 
duty indeed, is doubtleſs very plain : 
and it would be a reproach to the wit- 
dom and goodneſs gf God to think 
otherwiſe: He hath ſhewed thee 0 
man what is good, ſaith the Prophet, 
[t is mens additions to Gods word,and 
their teaching that, as commanded or 
forbidden by God, which he hath nor 
commanded and which he hath not 
forbidden, that is the true cauſe of 
our diſtrations. If men would but 
keep cloſe to what God hath platnly 
determined, and follow the reaſon 
of their Governours in other things 
which are undetermined, and their 
awn beſt reaſon where they are at l- 
herty to doi 5 there wakild be Hietle 
roam 
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room for mens ſcrupulofity, or occa- 
fon 'of divifions in point of practice, 
And yer this is nothing but what the 
Scripture calls for when it directs and 
enjoins Children to obey their Pa- 
rents, Servants their Maſters, Subjects 
their Princes, and that iz af things, 
only in the Lord, or wherein they are 
not countermanded by him. 

Now concerning that other Poſi- 
tion wherein-is aflerted , That when 
that is impoſed as a condition of Com- 
munion which ought not ro be made 
a condition, if Schiſm be occafioned 
thereby, the guilt of it lies only on 
the impoſers, and not on them upon 
whom it is impoſed, I anſwer; As to 
matter of fa& ir is true, that more 
may, and ſometimes is made the con- 
ditxon of Communion, than is neceſ{- 
fary. And when it is fo, it uſual} 
becomes a temptation to more or lels 
to run into Schiſm; and it hikewiſe 
furniſheth ſach with ſome pretence to 
draw Diſciples to themſelves, who 
are ambitions of Heading a Party. 
In'which reſpeRts it may be matter of 
greaf 
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great Prudence ,in order torthe 
Churches Peace and Unity, to make 
no more than is neceſſary, the condi- 
tion of Communion. But although 
more ſhould be impoſed as the condi- 
tion of Communion than is neceſlary, 
yet if it be not ſo much more as makes 
it finful to hold Communion on thoſe 
terms, Then they muſt needs be guil- 
ty of the fin of Schiſm, who ſeparate 
upon account of ſuch an impohtion. 
And the reaſon is , becauſe ſuch a 
Schiſm is without ſufficient cauſe or 
juſt ground : which juſt ground is, 
when one cannot do otherwiſe than 
ſeparate, without a neceſlity of fin- 
ing. Things may be ill impoſed, as 
when they are inadequate to their 
end; and yet well obſerved by them 
on whom they are impoſed, as when 
not ſinful in themſelves, and when by 
that means they and the Church ſut- 
fer leſs in point of inconvenience, and 
enjoy a greater benefit in preſerving 
Peace in the Church, than could be 
obtained in a way of oppoſition, - If 
we ſhould allow a liberty, much ar” 

; | 
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if we- hold it a duty for inferiours 
under Government , to- oppoſe and 
withſtand the Commands of their Su- 
periours., as oft as they think they 
Command | things inconvenienr, 
though they ſhould thiok right, ſo- 
long as they do not Command things 
which they know to be unlawful for 
them to obſerve, weſhould ſoon bring 
intolerable contuſion into Church 
and Common-wealth, into Families 
and, all Communities of men where. 
Goverament is exerciſed. Iacoave- 
niencies in ſuch caſes muſt be yielded 
to,cather than greater miſchiefs drawn 
oof us and on the Community by not 
yielding. 

But you,at leaſt many of you thiak, 
that it is an #»fringing of your Chri- 
ſtian liberty , for men to determine 
and impoſe upon you , where God 
hath not ined and impoſed : 
and that in ſuch caſes it would be a 
betraying of that liberty, ſhould{you 
not withſtand ſuch impoſitions. To 
which I anſwer, that thus far 'tis true, 
that when avy thing is impoſed by 
men 


143 A Frionvlp-Avizeſs | 
men under the notion of being com: 
manded of God, of Divine Iaſticu- 
tion, of ' of neceffity ro Salvation, 
which is not fo; as this would be-2 
teaching for Dof@rines , the Com- 
mandments of men, fo a yielding to 
them ſo impoſed, would be a betray- 
ing of our Chriſtian liberty ; and core 
than ſo, it would be a berraying of 
the Pretogative of our Lord unto the 
ufurpatron of men, anda makiag to 
our ſel ves bther Maſters than Chriſt, 
and our ſcl ves ſervants of :mea in'rhe 
prohibited feafe, and af contrary'ro 
the expres Docrine of our: Javioar 
and his Apoſtles. Butthough this be 
the” caſe in the Church of Rowem 
many thiags, and m ſome: reſpetts 
_—_y —_ (ebves: alſo;. yet n pos 
not the caſe touching the things" in 
diſpute berween you and the Church 
of England. The tags :impoled;) ar 
which you moſt ſtrek;, -ave 'not- ati all 
wmpoled under the notion. of Draine 
right, . but only upon a prudential ac- 
count, being things mutable in'their 
nature, and alterable at the Rn 
O 
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of them who impoſe them, and are 
ſo declared in the Preface before the 
Book .of Common Prayer. So that 
your Conſcience is not impoſed upon 
to take the things themſelves for any 
other than they are in their own na- 
ture things left undetermined by 
God one way or other. 

But then there is a ſenſe in which it 
isnot true, that our Chriſtian liberty is 
unduly infringed by the impoſition 
of men, although we were at liberty 
to do or not to do the things enjoin- 
edus, before ſuch an pmpoltioo was 
laid upon us. Our Chriſtian li 
does not exempt us from the duty of 
obedience to our Superiors in things 
which in their own nature are but 
indifferent, and out of ſuch circum- 
ſknces might be done or let alone. 
The ſame Divine authority which en- 
joins us to call no-man on Earth Ma- 
ſter, nor to be ſervants of men, en- 
joins Children alſo to obey thei Pa- 
rents, Servants their Maſters, Church- 
members their Spiritual Guides and 
Governours, and Subjedts their Prin- 

ces, 
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ces, | and that in all things :in which 
they. ſball' not diſobey God in doing 
contrary to his Commands. $0o that 
when things indifferent or undeter- 
mined by God, are impoſed by our 
Governours, Domeſtick, Politick, or 
Eccleſjaſtick, only as their Com- 
mands z our Chriſtian liberty is no 
bar nor plea againſt them. And who- 
ever pretends that it is, draws too 
near the wicked Gnoſticks, who pre» 
tended exemption from being com- 
manded, and -governed by mea , by 
their being Chriſts freemen. Agaia(t 
which abuſe of Chriſtian;liberty Se. 
Peter. cautioned the Chriſtians then, 
For after he had exhorted them to 
ſubmit themſelves to every Ordinance 
of man for the Lords ſake, 1 Pet. 2: 
13, 14. be-preſcntly adds in ver. 16, 
as free, and not nſing your liberty as 
a cloke of malicionſueſtz not to pre+ 
tend Chriſtian liberty to cover. their 
difaffetion to Goverament , as the 
Gooſticks did. 
Our Chriſtian liberty is ſo. far from 
being a bar to our Obedience to our 
Governours 
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Governours 1n all things not other- 
wiſe ordered by God, as that it is a 
great accommodation to us in yield- 
ag obedience to them without ſcru- 
ple of Conſcience. For when circum- 
ſtances in the external adminiſtration 
of holy things, are left ſo much un- 
determined by God as they are, we 
are at the greater liberty to yield obe- 
dience to the prudential determinati- 
ons of our Governours , -cither one 
way or other, ſo long as they do not 
determine any thing againſt what God 
hath determined. In things eyen of 
this nature weare to be ſubjeQ to our 
Governours for Conſcience ſake, Rom. 
13. 5. that is, out of Conſcience to 
God who commands our obedience to 
our Governours, but not out of Con- 
ſcience to the things commanded b 
them, as if by any inherent holine 
in them our Conſciences were inga- 

d unto them. And here lies the 
ifference between ſuperſtition, and 

lawful obedience to authority, 
la' the Caſe of Superſtition , the 
att is done out of Conſcience to the 
L thiog 
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thing done, as if ſacred, though but 
indifferent in its own hature. But in 
the =& of lawful obedience in in- 
different things, the fame at is done 
out of Conſcience.to God,not as com- 
manding the thing, but as command- 
ing my obedience to him in all Jaw- 
ful things, who commands me to do 
it, and commands it under no other 
notion but as a thang indifferent in its 
own pature, and not made facred by 
any command or inſtitution of God. 
Let-me ſay this further to you : 
There gs more of real Religion and 
true Chriſtianity, mn thus obeying the 
lawful Commands of our Governours, 
out of Conſcience ta God who would 
bave.it ſo, than I fear is well confi- 
dered : and more of [rreligion, Pro- 
faneſs, and Hypocrifie, in Uighting 
Gods expreſs command in this, while 
we (eem lo very fearful andiſcrupulous 
to offend him in other” rhings, where 
there is no ſuch danger,nore 
which we have no ſack expreſs Decla- 
ration of Gods will. If we would'but 
yield obedicnce- to our publick Go- 
vernours 
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vernours in ſuch ſort as Servants are re- 
quired to do to their Maſters, in fingle- 
neſs of heart, fearing God, and what- 
ever we do therein doing it heartily as 
to.the Lord & not unto man, we ſhould 
therein (ſerve the Lord Chriſt, and to 
better purpoſe than by many things 
on which greater ſtreſs 151aid, and be 
as capable of the reward of the inhe- 
ritance thereby, as by any other wor- 

ſhip we give him, or ſervice we do 
him. Col. 3. 22, 23, 24. I doubt ir 
is not well conſidered what diflervice 
is done to Religion when ſo much 
more than needs 1s pretended from it 
to trouble and diſturb Government, 
and make men fickle and uncertain in 
their obedience to authority. Doubt- 
leſs the way to make the great met! 
of the Earth hearty Friends to the 
Chriſtiarf Cauſe (and when they are 
it's much to its advantage) 1s. to 
ve them the efpericnce of its - 
nel in making the moſt hdr a 
feffors of it, more hearty, forward, 
and conſtant jn their obedience to 
them agaialt all temptations to the 
L 32 cou- 
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contrary, than any other men. Which 
1s one reaſon as I atn apt to think, why 
this duty of obedience to Governours 
is ſo much inculcated on the minds of 
Chriſtians in the New Teſtament as it 
is, and why ſo black a brand is ſet on 
them that deſpiſe Government or Do- 
minion,and ſpeak evil of Dignities,as 
1s in the Epiſtles of St. Peter and Jude. 


Cannot but think'it a bad thing 
| and of dangerous confequence, for 
you to ſtrain things too far in making 
that in it ſelf neceſlary to ChurchCom- 
munion, which citheris not atall necef(- 
ſary,or but only conveniently neceſſary 
under ſome circumſtances: & ſoin like 
manner in laying too great a ſtreſs on 
this or that mode of adminiſtration, ta 
the excluſion of others not unlawful. 
For when you make thoſe thiggs as ab- 
folntely neceflary to Commumion as if 
they were mptogily commanded 
by God, which yet arcleft to the liber- 
ty of Chriſtians to uſe, or others in 
their ſtead -as circumſtances in the caſe 
ſhall diretz Youthen both tranſgreſs 

againſt 
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againſt the Laws of Chriſtian Liberty, 
and make your ſelves guilty of ſaper- 


ſtition. And upon this very ſcore, 1 


fear there is much more of ſuperſtiti- 
on among you, than you have any 
cauſe to ſuſpet in the Parochial way. 
For thoſe things at which you are moſt 
offended, in the Pariſh way, are not 
at all' uſed or required to be uſed un- 
derthe notion of their being enjoined 
by God, but only as things which may 
be.uſed, or others in the ſtead of 
them, if our Governours pleaſed and 
thought 'it more convenient, as was 
ſaid before. * 'Whereas you placing 
Religion in refuſing thoſe things, 
which as they are not commanded, 10 
neither are they forbidden by God, 
as fearing you ſhould diſpleaſe him 
if you ſhould uſe them, do therein 
plainly a& a part of ſuperſtition, while 
others who uſe them but only as they 
are, not placing any Religion in them 
at all, are altogether free from, whom 
yet you are ready cauſleſly to charge 
with it. . For ſuperſtitioa as it is an 
exceſe of ftar, conſiſts as mich if not 
| 3 more, 
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more, in re and rejeting things 
as ned which are not, as 
it doth in ufing things as commanded 
by him which are not. Toxch wot, taſt 
wot, handle not , were dorines of 
ſuperſtition (Col. 2.) as well as that 
of the Phartlces, in requiring waſhing 
before cating asa piece of Religion, an 
ation otherwiſe in it ſelf not axlaxiia 
Beſides, when you place Religion 
ſo much as you do in this or that ex- 
ternal form and way , when perhaps 
neither that nor another which differs 
from it, is at all made neceſſary by 
God tothe excluſion of the other, but 
that either the one, or the other, or 
a third, may competently anſwer the 
end for which external modes of war- 
ſhip ſerve and are appointed, which 
is for the adminiſtring the ſubſtance 
of that worſhip which is determined 
and appointed by Gad : I ſay, when 
you do thus place ſo much of Religion 
in one to the excluſion of. the reſt, it 
becomes a dangerous ſnare to many 
peopleto place their Religion much, 
and ſometimes moſtly in that form 
| an 
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and way, and to think themſelves bet- 
ter Chriſtians than thoſe of another 
form, though thoſe other do not at 
albplace their Religion in the exter- 
nal form they uſe, but in the ſpiritual 
ſubſtance to which the form is but as 
the clothing, and may be ſhifted and 
yaried as occaſion requires, Thereis 
neither the one form nor the other, 
but that Chriſtians may be very at- 
feftionately + devout and ſerious in 
their addrefies to God by it, if the 
fault be not their own, it they do 
not by their own prejudice agatoſt it, 
or by careleſsnefs in uſing it, deprive 
themſelves oÞbeing ſo : this ſome that 
have had experience of both know, 
And it is not the uſe of the beſt form, 
whatever it is, will avail a man to make 
him inwardly in Soul devout towards 
God, unleſs his mind exerciſe it (elf 
about the fpiritual matter and ſub- 
{tance of the worſhip it ſelf. And they 
that reſt in the form, be it what it will 
be, and fatisfie themſelves only with 

it, do bur eat God with tho 
roy of the ruler ra inſtead of the 
Sacrifice it (elf, L 4 And 
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A N D now I have uttered my mind 
{ A thus freely unto you,l ſhould be 
very (orryifit ſhould produce no bet- 
ter efteft than only to make your 
'minds the more uneaſie in your way, 
when as it was defigned as a help to 
bring you to thateaſe of mind which 
1s the effect of true repentance. I have 
ſo much reſpe&t for many of you 
whom I know, as will make me very 
far from doing any thing to grieve 
you, otherwiſe than that you might 
be grieved after a godly manner, and 
to your advantage; after which way, 
and for which end, St. Pan/{ometime 
wrote to them who were very dear 
to him. I am, I aſſure you, ſo far from 
being gratified in my own mind by 
any 1aconvenience you ſuſtain by rea- 
ſon of. your differing thoughts and 
way, and ſo far from defigaing any 
19creale of trouble to you by dealing 
thus plainly and openly with you as 
I have done, as that for your ſakes 1 
ſhould be very glad ifour Governours 
ſhoyld be inclined out of compaſſion 
a. 
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to you, to make the terms of Com- 
munion ſomewhat eafier for you. 

I do not indeed expet that you 
ſhould be perſwaded by any thing I 
ſay, as theyare my words, But I do 
expe, as well I may, that you ſhould 
{5 much regard the concernment of 
your own account to God, and of the 
welfare of his Church,and of this Na+ 
tion, as that you ſhould" confider, and 
that ſeriouſly , the reaſor of what I 
have laid before you. I dare not in- 
deed be over confident of any great 
ſucceſs in this Addreſs, when I conft- 
der how little the -endeayours of 
others have had which have been of 
ſomewhat a like nature. But this 
diftidence proceeds not at all from any 
ſaſpicien I have touching the ſuffici- 
ency of the reaſon and argument 
which is offered to perſwade you by, 
but from the rootedneſr and firengih 
of your prejudice, by which the (trong- 
eſt reaſoning is many times reliſted. 
Elihu (aith (Fob 34.) that the ear try- 
eth words ar the mouth taſteth meat. 
Now we know that that meat which 
is 
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is good and favoury'in it ſelf, and 
pleaſant to the taſt of thoſe who are 
in a healthful habit of body, is un- 
ſavoury and perhaps nauſeous to thoſe 
of a vitiated palate. And there is 
juſt a like difference between the taſt 
which men have of the ſame argu- 
mentation, upon the account of the 
corruption and uncorruptneſs of their 
Judgments. And therefore it will be 
your wiſdom in order to your ma- 
king a right Judgment,to diveſt your 
mind as much as poſhble you can of 
all prejudice, when you come to per- 
uſe diſcourſes af this nature. 

Some I underſtand have taken up 
a prejudice againſt ſomewhat I have 
done formerly of this Nature, from 
a miſtake and miſinformation , as it 
the turn of times had cauſed that al- 
teration which hath been made in my 
mind about the things diſcuſſed in 
this Addreſs. But 'to the end that 
none may be taken off from peruſing 
and conlidering this diſcourſe upon 
any ſuch pretence, they may certainly 
know the uatruth of ſack uggeſtions 


by 
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by this, to wit, | that I” publiſhed wy 
Retrai ation of ſepanation, in the year 
1659, when ſeparation was in great- 
eſt repute, agd the turn of times th 
ſpeak of then out of proſpett to fuch 
as my (elf, . 

Saint Pazl-counted it but a ſmall 
thing with him to be judged by men, 
or of mans Judgment, becauſe he was 
to ſtand or fallnot by their Judgment 
but by Gods. And conſidering that 
every one of us may fay as he did in 
this 3 it very much conceras us in our 
enquiry, what is, and what is not to 
be done and practiſed by us, not much 
to mind what this or the other party 
will think or ſay of us, or whether 
this or that way will beſt accommo- 
date us in our Worldly intereſt, but 
with uprightneſs to do all as unto 
God-in the fight of God, to whom 
every one of us muſt give an account 
for himſelf, And becauſe we muſt do 
ſoa, therefore we ſhould take as little 
as may be upon truſt, no not from 
thoſe we have the beſt eſteem of, bur 


Every one to try his own work, that 
{0 
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ſo he way have rejoycing in himſel 

and not "in mad cons the Fo: = 
ſpeaks. And becauſe there are not 
many that are willing to be at the 
pains to put themſelves into a capa- 
city*of doing fo in things controver- 
ted among us : Therefore it greatly 
concerns you who are Leaders of the 
people, to be very diligent and very 
faithful in trying the grounds on 
which you now go in ways ſo much 
differing as theyds from all in a man- 
ner that have gone before you, yea 
even from the old Non-Conformiſts 
themſelves: And if you have any con- 
vitions or miſgivings, touching the 
unſafeneſs or unaccountableneſs of the 
way in which you condu@ the people, 
let no Worldly intereſt or fear of dif- 
pleaſing of of loſing them, prevail upon 
you to-conceal it from them, but truſt 
God in dealing faithfully, which will 
both bring inward peace and ſatisfaCti- 
on, and intereſt you in his ſpecial care. 


| Will add one thing more, and thatis 
to put you upon conſidering, whe- 
ther 
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ther by this Dividing way, in which 
you are, you either have or arcever 
like to promote the Power of Reli- 
gion among us jn this Nation, as you 
might have done, if you had coati- 
nued Communion in the Parochial 
way as heretofore, For I freely con- 
fels to you, that I vehemently for pet 
that you neither have nor are like to 


U do it ſo well in the way you take, as 
h ey might in that. The power of Re- 
Q 8100 I conceive does very much con- 
a || fit, not inexternal modes of worſhip, 
t | 27 In a zealous crying up one, and 

crying down another, but 1n the ope- 


ration of the mind, and inward and 
profound devotion of Soul to Godin 
reference to the ſpiritual ſubſtance of 
his worſhip, whether in this form or 
that : and '1n our being like to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in humility, meek- 
neſs, gentleneſs, peaceableneſs, univer- 
ſal Charity in ſeeking the good of all 
men by word and deed: in a patient 
bearing of unkind uſage from men 
without expreſling any bitterneſs of 
ſpirit rowards them for it, by word 
or 
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or deed, but rather returning them 
good for evil, and the like. But now 
diviſion in Churches, making of par- 
ties, rending and tearing and ſepara- 
ting, hath quite another tendenc 
than to promote theſe things. Tt conds 
to diſcompoſe the fpirits of 'men in 
their reverend and awful approaches 
to God in the duties of his worſhip, 
to imbitter their ſpirits one againſt 
another, ſo that it becomes far more 
difficult than otherwiſe it would be, 
to lift up holy hands without wrath 
and doubting. It tends to fill the 
minds of men with uncharitable opt- 
nions of, and uncharitable. affetions 
to one another , and to exaſperate 
their ſpirits one againſt another : "It 
tends to the deſpiſing and contemnin 
one another, and to a proud and tif 
dainful magnifying of one party a- 
gain(t another; to @ ſwelling and 
grudging one againſt another : It tends 
to whiſpering, backbiting, and flan- 
dering, and. to miniſter provocation 
and evil, ſpeaking one againſt another, 
And theſe things are the oppoſites to 


the 
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the power of Religion, and if you . 
will believe St. James, ten&toover- 
throw it and to introduce an il} ſpiri- 
ted Religion in the room of it. For 
where envying and ſtrife ir, there is 
confuſion and every evil work. Jam. 
3: 16. Theſe things which are the na- 
tural fruits of Schiſm, are fo like the 
fruits of thoſe who are deſcribed. to 
have a form of godlineſs without the 
power of it, as may well drive you 
from the Schiſm which you have 
made, only for a form ſake,” I would 
we had not too much experience-of 
the truth of what I ſay, to need any 
proof from Scripture., .. However 1 
will give you St. Paxls Judgment in 
the Caſe. 

[ have told you before that the 
Schiſm in the Church of Corinth, 
when St. Pax! wrote to them, had 
not proceeded to any ſuch height as 
to break the Church in pieces by fe- 
paratiov and diſclaimiog Communioa, 
one wigh another; and yet u 
the fingle account of their divifions 
andthe cffets of them, they were yet 

7, 
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but carnal and walked as men, as he 
tells them; '1 Cor. 3..-3, , although 
otherwiſe they were- in every thing 
inriched, in all utterance and in all 
knowledge, coming behind in no gift. 
Chap. 1. '5. 7- And upon this very 
account their coming together, their 
ſolemn meetings for divine worſhip, 
were not Pct the better but for- the 
worſe, did not only keep them from 
growing, but fer them backward, 1 
Cor. 11. 17;18, And then by what he 
. ſays, Chap. 4. 5. and 2,Cor. 12.120. 
we may. fee what the fruits ahd ef 
feRs of their %chiſm- were which made 
them ſocaftialinthe Apaſtles account; 
fuch as were their being puft up for. 
one Teather againſt andther, and their, 
debates, envyings , wrath , ſtrifes, 
Backbitings, whiſperings , ſwellings, 
and tumults, that were among them. 
ſuck as your Schiſachath broughe 

th among ns ia this. Nation: only 

I fear 'thetttefs of our Schiſm hath as 
much exceeded theirs then, as our 
Schiſm it (elf hath exceeded* theirs. 
Aid if theſe things have been, mg 

ah | Wl 
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will be the natural efte&ts of Schiſa, 
which are ſo dire&ly contrary and de- 
ſtructive to the power of Religion 
Then you will do well calmly to con- 
fider, whether you have not miſtaken 
the right method of promoting the 
power of Religion when you made 
ſo wide a breach as you have done jt 
the Church to cffeQ it. 

If inſtead of this , each Chriſtian 
of you had kept to Parochial Come 
munion, and each oxted Miniſter had 
kept their reſidence among them-and 
Communion with them as private 
Members ia the Pariſh way, and had 
alſo in a private capacity joined with 
thoſe Miaiſters which have ſucceeded 
them, in doing all the good they 
could in the Pariſh; as by a private 
application and improvement of the 
publick labours of their Miniſter, tos 
gether with Carechiling and other 
perſonal jaltruction and exhortation 
privately. adminiſtred to the ſeveral 
Families in the Pariſh : 1 ay if ſuch a 
thing as this had been done inſtead of 
gathering ſeparate Congregations, [ 

M nothing 


,- 
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nothing doubt but that by ſd doi 
ou would have taken Me oeſpedky 
bly far better courſe to promote the 
power of_ Religion ,in the Nation, 
than by what you have done, and to 
have procured a removal alſo of _ 
burdens long before now,and'to have 
been competently provided for in the 
mean time. But ſeparation hath al- 
ways of old Been counted an undue, 
irregular. and dangerous way of feck- 
ing what you defire, even by the ar- 
cient Non-Conformiſts themſelves, 
and was as much inveighed againſt by 
them in thoſe times, as it was by the 
Conformilts themſelves. 

You know right well that when Sa- 
crificing, obſervation of Sabbaths and 
other inſtituted parts of Gods wor- 
(hip, came jn competition with mercy, 
Charity, and the like, it by no means 
pleaſed him when rheſe were thraſt 
out that the other might take place. 
Much leſs have you reaſon to think 
that he 1s in ſuch love as you are With 
one external manner atid'form of ad- 
- miaiſtrativn of worſhip when another 
may 
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thay be uſed, as chat he would have 
thar contended for to the loſs of Cha- 
rity, Peace, and Unity, when as he 
bath commanded us above al things 
to put on charity , Col. 2. 14. and 
above all things to have fervent cha» 
Pity among our ſelves, 1 Pet. 4.8. and 
that peace ſhould rule, Col. 3- 15, Cer- 
tainly to think that God is in ſuch 
love with one form above another, 
under ſuch circumſtances, cannot pro» 
ceed but from a" miſapprehenfion of 
the nature of God, and the nature of 
bis worſhip. 

If this then be true (and I cannot 
ſee how it can be denied -\ ) that 
our ſeparation, as all unlawtul ſepa- 
phy a Church is, be of ſuch il 
abode to the power of Religion as I 


baeye ſhewed; Then if you be in any 


meaſure convinced that it is ſo, I hope 
jt will not be grievous to any of you 
to whom the Commandments of God 
arenot gtievous, to make a ſtand, and 
bethink you, how you = take your 
ſelves off this oy And it the Higher 
Powers over us ſhall perceive any re- 

M 2 lenting 
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lenting in you for what hath- been 
done, I dare not. ſuſpect but that 
they will take your Caſe-into com- 
paſſionate conſideration, and be wil- 
ling to do their part towards the ma- 
king up the great. breach .that- hath 
been made in the Church, and in a 
healing way to hinder the growing 
miſchiefs of it. Which God of his 
infinite mercy grant before it be too 
late. 

That which hath occaſioned all this 
unhappineſs under which the Church 
of God among us groans, and Relj- 
gion in the moſt ſpiritual and moſt 
concerning part of it extreamly ſut- 
fers, is a want of a right underſtand- 
ing and due uſe of our Chriſtian l:- 
berty. It was that which occaſioned 
diviſions and the unchriſtian effects of 
them in the-Churches firſt planted by 
the Apoſtles. And the ſame thing 
hath produced the ſame and perhaps 
much worle eftets-among us in-this 
Nation. Very many el e04 LK who 
believed, did not at the firſt under- 
.ſtagd their Chriſtian liberty,, but 
thought 
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thought themſelves ſtill under the ob- 
ligation of the Ritual Law of Afoſes - 
But others did, eſpecially the belie- 
ving Gentiles. And the want of a 
knowledge of it in the one, and the 
want of a due uſe of it in the other, 
begot an unchriſtian carriage in them 
one towards another. Upon occaſion 
of which St. Paxl ſaid, Gal. 5.13. 
Brethren, you have been called unto 
liberty ; only uſe not liberty as an oc- 
caſion to the fleſh, but by love ſerve one 
another. ' When he faith ye have been 
called'- unto liberty, his meaning 
doubtleſs in ſpecial was, that by the 
Chriſtian - Ecconomy . the believers 
were (ctat liberty from being tyed to 
the obſervation of a great variety of 
externalmodes and forms of worſhip 
to which'the Jews by the Law of X0- 
ſer were obliged. - But though they 
were at-liberty in theſe, yet they were 
ſtill as. ſtrictly obliged to the ſpiric 
and moral ſubſtance of the Law as 
ever, one part whereof conſiſting in 
our love one to another, according 
to the Apoſtles words in the next 

M 3 Verle, 
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Verſe, where he faith ; for a/the law 
is fulfilled in one word even in this, 
Thow ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy 
ſelf. Now his counſel therefore to 
them was, that they would uſe this 
liberty of theirs (o, as that in the uſe 
of ir they might ſerve one 4nother in 
love, that Ts uh ſaffer Chriſtian 
Charity to govern' them in the uſe of 
their Chriſtian liberty, and not to'do 
any thing to the prejudice of 'thaf, 
And- then cautions thein that by*no 
means they ſhould «ſe _ as 
an occaſion to the , b ] 

atly wat ſelfiſh dc LA. 
lour of Chriſtian liberty, to the dimi- 
niſhing or quenching love, or fo'the 
ingendering variance , Lztjour, 
wrath,” ſtrife, envying, or the like, 
which are part of the 'works'of the 
fleſh which he after reckons up,” Ver, 
20. Andiintimatesin the 14. vt that 
if they did thus abuſe their Chriſtian 
liberty, what the conſequence 6F it 
would be, and- rhar was their btting 
one another firſt, and then theirbeibg 
con ſumed one of another. 


Con- 
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Contrary to which counſel of the 
Apoſtle, thoſe Chriſtians abuſed their 
Chriſtian liberty when they put ſuch 
a ſ{treſs on it, and on ſtanding un- 
moveably in it, without giving any 
| ground to thoſe Chriſtians which ny 
not underſtand it , and in placi 
much of Chriſtianity i in it,as tode F5 
light, and'ſet at nau bt thoſe Chri- 
ſtizas who did not underſtand and uſe 
t,as.they did,” and that to ſuch 4 de- 
gree,, as to cauſe diviſion, {trife, and 
uochanbl cenſuring one another ; 
cans whereof their good, the 
ea of Chriſtiavity it (elf;came 
he endl ſpoken of, Row, 14. Where-« 
om had rightly uſed their Chri- 
oat di they would have deni- 
Res in not uſing that liber- 
lawful in it (clf, at ſuch 
in ſach. caſes, when their 
ſo would baye amounted to no 
noe ba the ſuffering of ſome & 
au i vemence , and when their 
it apparently tended to a 
greater nd mare publick.i iI9coaveni- 


ENCE, Or a Ws ſuch. as the 
breaking 
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breaking the Churches Peace and U- 
nity, and the bad effets of it, 'both 
among themſelves and in reference to 
them without , in cauſing them to 
think 'the worſe of Chriſtianity it 
ſelf. - 
Thas St. Payl to avoid the abuſeof 
bis Chriſtianliberty, would as he ſays, 
eat no fleſh while the world ſtands, ra- 
ther  than' by eating'it , to make bis 
brother to offend, 1 Cor. 8.13. - And 
that was not- all neithers bur in caſe 
the ſuſpending the uſe of his liberty 
were not-eriough to ſecure the Peace 
and Unity ' of rhe Church, and what 
depended thereon, then” the ſ{trong 
were to make uſe of their Chriſtian 
kberty, in complyibg with the weak 
im things not in' themſelves unlawful, 
though out of thoſe circumſtances al- 
rogether inconvenient, 'rather than 
by (tanding on their-Chriſtianlikerry, 
ro'run the foremenitioned hazards of 
diſturbing the Peace of the Church, 
diminiſhing Chatity; cauſing: Diviſi- 
ons, to rhe ſtumbliap” of the! weak, 
aud hardening of Adverſaries, And 


2 thus 
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thus St. Paul uſed his Chriſtian libe re 
im complying ſo far as lawfully he 
might, though ſomething againſt the 
grane, when circumſtances made it 
neceſſary for him {o to do, and that 
t00 by the advice of James and all the 
Elders at Jers alem, Aﬀs 21.23, 24. 
For he,as he fays, betame #1 4 Jewto 
the Fews, and ar without law to thoſe 
without Lew, (yet in that wnder the 
law'to Chriſt) yea all things to all 
men, and all for the Goſpe Hts, as 
he ſays, that te Chriſtian Religion 


mighr the berter get up in the World, 


and not by a contrary courſe to loſe 
ground,” t Cor. 9. 20.22. 
* Andjf we it! this Age had been fo 
wiſe, and-fo Chriſtian as to have fol- 
lowed St. Paxl; Doftrine and _ 
ple in uſing our Chriſtian Libert 
a way of lawful wo > res an ” 
forbearing the uſe of it to ſhun a 
Frearer inconvenience; Chriſtianity 
would 'have had a more lovely and 
attrating aſpe&t , and have yielded 
more ſatisfafttion and pleaſure to the 
ound of *the-Profellors of it ; and 
gained 
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gained more upon others, than by the 
courſe we have taken we haye ſuffer- 
edit to have or to have effeted. O 
that there were but more of this ſpi- 
rit and temper of St, Paul among us, 
how happy ſhould we be | 

But the want of this, the want of 
a, right underſtaading and due uſe of 
Chn(tjan liberty, hath doubtleſs been 


the.great.gccahioa-of Church Diyiſion- 


among vs. in theſe days, and. of the 
gabappy cftcas of them, as well, as 
they. were of thoſe that fell out in 
the days of the Apoltles. . There are 
and have been many people who have 
not underſtood-the latitude of their 
Chriſtian © liben's and from thence 
have ps man _— vs 
—_ thoſe png ru ar 
ſeruples, have turned many _ gow 
way of their duty into- -— Ways, 
ways. of ſeparation and; oppolitipa, 
from thence have followed - 
lamentable. efie&s have formerly 
mentigncd.. 


L ſay many have aot underſtogd the. 
Latitude gt. their, Chyiſtian liberty 


about 
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about the uſing and forbearing to uſe 
as circumſtances ſhould dire , ſe- 
veral circumſtantial matcers in or 
about the external adminiſtration of 
Gods worfbip. And this hath been 
occaſioned very mach by ſome falſe 
do@#rine which hath been formerly 
broathed by ſome out of an ignorant 
zl," ind* imbibed by many, and is 
fell kept on foot by ſome among us: 
Ani that is, That nothing is to be done 
it ———_ of God, which be hath 
not tommanded ; or at leaſt nothing 
bur what is of natural necefhity, as 
fitme-and place or the like, And by 
this means people have been brought 
to'ſcruple Communion in the publick 
worſhip 'of God among us, becauſe 
6P fome circumſtances 1n the admini- 
firarion, which are not exprefly com- 
matided by God, And fome, to per- 
(wade themſelves and the people,that 
$ Dodrine of theirs bath beep true, 
we'made uſe (ill uſe indeed) of 
ny apr which refer only ro 
bſtance of Gods worfhip, and 

ve" to'external circumſtances of ad- 


miniſtration. 
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miniſtration. Such -for inſtance as 
forbid adding to, or diminiſhing from 
the word of God3;:andſuch as in a 
figurative Scheme of ſpeech condemn 
worſhipping of falſe Gods: as when 
leſs is f4id and very much more meant, 
as when the: worſhiping of the.Sun 
and: Moon, and mens offering their 
Children 1n Sacrifice to Baal,'to Mo- 
lech; iscalled the doing of that which 
God commanded. them) not, : when in 
truth-he\bad. with a high hand\for- 
bidden it, / Dent. 17.3. Fer.7-3t1and 
19. 5. and 32- 35. -. This manner of 
(peaking i-an Hebraiſm-not unuſual, 
Iſa. 66. 4.” And choſe: that in which 
I delighted not, Pf. 5.1 Heb. 10. 38. 
They: have made uſe allo for their 
purpole, of fuch Scriptures as have 
condemned the changing and altering 
of - ſome circumſtaygces of worſhip 
which God had by expreſs appoint- 
ment fixed and determined. As the 
offering with ſirangefire by \Nadab 
and Abibs,, luch-as God commanded 
wot, Levit..10. 1. when he had; other- 
wiſe cxpreſly determined. , that they 
ſhould 
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ſhould: offer with fire taken from off, 
the alter, Levit. 16. 12. and 6, 12, 
13. And Jeraboams keeping the feaſt 
on the fifteenth day of the eight month, 
the month which be hed deviſed of bir. 
own heart , or a feaſt like unto the 
feaſt in Juda; things contrary to what 
God had expreſly appointed. And 
Uzz,a s touching the Ark to guide it 
in a;Cart, when God had expreſly ap- 
pointed that it ſhould be born on the 
Prieſts ſhoulders, and the like. Theſe 
things were not only circumſtances 
not commanded by God, but they 
were uſed and done to the juſtling 
out what he had commanded ; like 
the Phariſees making void the Com- 
mandments of God through their tra- 
ditions, that is by thruſting the one 
out, and bringing the other in their 
room, 

And if any thing of this nature 
could be proved to be in our publick 
worlhip, theſe Scriptures might have 
been pertinently alledged to condema 
it; but not to prove that nothing may 
be done in the worſhip of God which 
he 
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he Hath be conitianded. Fot it's oh 
pre Hoe ſeave that whieh God hath 
commanded undone; #tid ro do ſomie- 
whit of our own deviſing inftead of 
it;and another thing o dothat which 
God hath appointed and fomerthiing 
more, but not in oppofiribn'to'it, but 
in purſuance of the ſame end. And 
thus Solomon offered Sacrifice inthe 
middte Court of che Temple, belides 
the offeritiy on' the brazen* Altar, 
chotgh' Got had appbinted'the bra- 
nen Altar only for that purpoſe, r 
Kings 8. 64. And' thus alfo King He- 
ze&&74b; with'the Princes and People, 
kept the' Feaſt of the Paſsover, ar 
only for ſeven'days which was atcord- 
ing to Gods inſtirution, but'after that 
for ſever dayr more A, and'yet (o 
far av appears, with good approbatian 
from God, 2 Chro. 30. 23. And'whe- 
ther che ſuper-addirion of the Croſs 
it Baptiſm, with the words Concotoj- 
tatit, were not at firſt made upon rea- 
lots of like nature, I'cannot fay; but 
may be conſidered; Ahtd yet agait!, 
It's one thing to do a thing in the'wor- 
ſhip 
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ſhip of God otherwiſe than he hat 

appointed when he hath appointed 
how it ſhall be done, both in refer- 
ence to the intrinfick ſubſtance, and 
External circumſtance 5 and another 
thing to do it this way or anathet, as 
to the external adminiſtration, when 
he hath determined only the ſubſtance 
of worſhip what ſhall be done, and 
after what manner, as to the ſpiritual 
part, but hath left it at mens liberty, 
and undetermined in which of the 
ways it ſhall be done, as to the out- 
ward circumſtances of adminiſtration, 
when there are more ways than one 
in which it may be done. In the 
former caſe we are bound up to one 
way only, in the other we fin not if 
we do the thing, either in the one 
way or the other. Only general rules 
inthis caſe will diret mea to chuſe 
thar which-appears to them beſt in it 
ſelf, other circumſtances concurring, 
and where we are at liberty to ule 
that we judge beſt, without ſcanda- 
l;zing any others, and without makin 

any Schiſm by creſhng ſuch publick 


orders 
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orders as are appointed to keep pegce 
and unity in the Church, and to pre- 
ſerve what depends upon them. 
Now if there be ſuch a liberty left 
in'the outward adminiſtration of war- 
ſhip as I have ſuppoſed, at leaſt in 
ſome Caſes; then the propoſition can- 
not be true, , That nothing 1s to be 
done in the worſhip of God which 
he hath not commanded. And that 
there is ſuch a liberty left will beſt ap- 
pear by trying the matter in ſome in- 
ſtances. I will inſtance in that of 
Prayer, which'is an emineat part of 
Gods worſhip. The ſubſtance of this 
piece of divine worſhip, God hath 
exprelly determined, as that we pray 
to him, and in the name of his Son 
Chriſt Jeſus, and” for things accord- 
ing to his will, neceſlary or lawful, 
and with fſerionſneſs and devotiog of 
Soul, in Faith and with fgrvency. But 
he hath no where told us that this 
ſhall be done without any fixed form 
or method, or without being pro- 
nounced out of a Book, or that it 
{ball be done only according to the 
| inſtanta- 
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inſtantaneousconception of the mind, 
both for matter and method. And 
therefore for any manto pretend that 
to do it one of theſe ways only, is 
neceſſary by Divine appointment,and 
the other diſallowed by the ſame au- 
thority, ds indeed an «adding to God# 
word, or a ſaying he faith what he 
hath not ſaid. So that in truth many 
in this caſe and upon this account run 
iato ſuperſtition, while they cry out 
moſt againſt itz and the Teachers of 
ſuch Do@rine fright the people into 
ſaperſtition, while they pretend to 
deter and draw them from it. This 
is a plain caſe, if plain truth would 
fatisftie ſuch of you as moſt need it, 
Geſture in Prayer, ſuch as is kneel- 
ing, lifting up, hands and eyes, and 
the like, are as well figns and expreſ- 
ſions of inward devotion and means 
to excite it, as words are, and as re- 
ally circumſtantial parts of the exter- 
nal mode of worſhip. And yetl art! 
confident you do not believe but that 
God hath- left a liberty of choice in 
theſe, as circumſtances ſhall direQ, 
N And 
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And if that Dofrine were true, that 
nothing is to be done inthe external 
mode of Gods worlhip but what he 
hath commanded, I vehemently ſub 
ped, that upon your utmoſt enquiry 
into what is commanded in the New 
Teſtament, in reference to the exter- 
nal manner of Prayer, that you would 
find your ſelves confined only tothe 
uſe of the Lords Prayer, by that Pre- 
cept of our Saviour, Luke 11. 2+ gp 

e pray, ſay, Our father, &c. Forldo 
= 4/9. TION: in he New 
Teſtament but this, as to the external 
manner of Prayer. For when our $& 
viour-in Mat. 6. 9. at a time, and on 
occaſion different from that mention- 
ed by St. Luke, (aith, after this won» 
wer therefore pray ye, Onr father, <6. 
I reckon that herein he gave dueQion 
touching the matter and order. of 
[ <4: not at all how this matter 
ſhould be uttered agd expreſt to God, 
_ further than-ia the form here.men: 

tioned, Though on the other hand 
I am, far from thinking that our Savi- 
our thereby intended to limit his Dif 
ciples 
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ciples to thoſe words only. And al- 
though a liberty touſe other words 10 
expreſing the ſame matter, ſeems to 
be thereby granted, yet in what man- 
er, it is not ſaid, as whether in a fixed 
otherwiſe. So that a liberty is 
herein to be guided by emer- 
nces, in what way and 
manner to pray, as to what is external, 
The like is true concerning other 
parts of Gods worſhip, as the two $a- 
craments, Baptiſm and the Lords Sup- 
per, and alſo of finging of Pſalms. 
Although there is a command for the 
ſubſtance of theſe , yet there is no 
command for Grewal circurſtances 
conveniently neceſſary about the ad- 
miniſtration and uſe of theſe, and 
without whieh the ſubſtance cannot 
be adminiſtred , bur a latitude is left 
therein, ſo | that reſpe& be but had 
unto al rules of edification, or- 
der, decency, and peace; and that 
things of Jeſs moment be under con- 
troul agd governmeat of greater. In 
all which much is and muſt be lett to 
the prudence of thoſe into whoſe 
N 2 hand 
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hands the providence of ,God hath 
put the orderitg of affairs of this na- 
ture. So that If nothing be done to 
the corrupting of the ſubſtahce of 
worſhip exprelly determined, nor to 


the juſtling our any thing relating to 
it which 1s determined and 
appointed, nor to the d 

the ends to which an external 1- 


ſtration of worſhip ſerves, nor under 
pretence of divine appointment when 
there is no ſuch thing : it will Taſſyre 
my (elf never be proved that uncom- 
manded circumſtances in the external 
adminiſtration, are unlawful, though 
ſome of them ſhould in fimple confi- 
deration be thought inconvenient by 
ſome who yet are under a neceflity of 
wing them, or of doing that which 
is far more inconvenient, indeed fin- 
ful, by making a Schiſm, When D#g- 
vid had reſolved to build a Temple 
for the ſame ends for which a Taber- 
nacle by Gods appointment had been 
built, God told him that he did wel 
in that it was in his heart to do it 


(1 Kings 8.18.) even then when he 
told 
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told him alſo, that he had never ſaid 


to any of the Tribes or Judges of his 
people, why build ye not me an houſe 
of Cedar? 2 Sam. 7.7. Many 

more inſtances of thisnature — of 4 
are elſewhere taken notice of feldedy, 
out of the Scriptures of the 13534 
Old Teſtament, in which times 

things relating to the external admi- 
niſtration of Gods worſhip, were far 
more minutely determined by God, 
than they are in the New, 

Now the caſe under conſideration 
being thus, thoſe who firſt broached 
and thoſe who have fince abetted this 
Dodrine that aſſerts nothing to be 
lawful in the worſhip of God which 
be hath not commanded, when they 
extend it farther than to the ſubſtance 
of. worſhip, have corrupted or rather 
gane about to overthrow theDadrine 
of Chriſtian liberty in great part.And 
they have thereby hid from the peo- 
ples eyes the liberty left them by 
Chriſt in theſe matters, and filled their 
minds with endle(s ſcruples, and bur- 
ried them into unlawful Schiſms. 1F 
| N 3 thoſe 
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thoſe formerly, or more lately, who 
defired ſome alteration in the exter- 
nal form of adminiſtration uled in our 
Church, had not run ſo high as to al- 
ſert things unlawful, which by all 
their Mediums they could never 
prove to be ſo, but had peaceably 
and modeſtly purſued their defires 
from time to time oaly upon account 
of the inconveniency of ſome things 
as apprehended by them, and had fa- 
risfied rhemſel ves,that in doing (o,they 
had gone as far as in duty they were 
bound, without ever rending them- 
ſelves from Communion with the 
Church, or diſturbing the peace of it 
by unſetling the peoples minds, and 
filling cheirheads with Jealouſies, and 
their Conſciences with lcruples; they 
would without doubt have taken a 
more ſafe and Chriſtian, a more. pru- 
dent and probable way to have ab- 
tained theirdefires in time,than by that 


courſe 'by which they have expoſed - 


che Charch and Religion tounſpeaka- 
ble diſadvantages,they have dane. And 
therefore after tryal of other ways, to 
COmeg 
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come now to this at Jaſt, will doubtleſs 
be a more honourable and Chriſtian 
courſe, and more prudential as to all 
worthy ends, both in reference to the 
hanour of Religion, and its influence 
ronineys Nears and lives, the peace 
of the Nation, the compoſing of peo- 
ples diſtracted minds, the reducing of 
the erroneous, the fruſtration of the 
deligns of adverlaries, and the reſto- 

ring Chriſtian liberty to its right uſe. 
tor I have ſhewed before that men 
then uſe their Chriſtian liberty beſt, 
when they can and do at in ways 
though but only lawful, when the com- 
mon good ofChriſtians,and the intereſt 
of Religion inthe main in the World, 
calls for it, though otherwiſe and in 
ſome reſpetts not pleaſing to them- 
ſelyes. And ſo did St.Paxl,and ſo he ex- 
horted others to do whea he ſaid, give 
no. offence, neither to the Jews, nor to 
tbe Gentiles,nor to the Church of God : 
1 enex as T pleaſe all men in all things, 
wot ſecking my own profit but the profit 
of many, that they may be ſaved, 1Cor, 
10+ 32, 33+ And agaio, let no man ſeek 
4 his 
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his own,but every man anothers wealth, 
ver. 24. And again, we then that are 
ſtrong, ought to bear the infirmities of 
the weak, and not pleaſe our ſelves. 
Let every one pleaſe his neighbour for 
his good to edification : for Chriſt al- 
ſopleaſed not himſelf,&>c.Ro.15.1,2,3, 
And again, look not every man on his 
own things, but every man alſo on the 
things of others,Phil. 2.4. And again, 
T am made all things to all men, that 
1 might by all means ſave ſome,and this 
T do for the Goſpel ſake, 1Cor.9.22, 23, 
And if ever you would follow him 
both in his Doctrine and example, you 
mult certainly alter your courſe. For 
I cannot imagine when I ſee how far 
St. Paul denied himſelf in his own li- 
berty in things not otherwife accept- 
able ro him, and perſwaded others 
to do ſo likewiſe rather than breach- 
cs ſhould be made or continue inthe 
Church, and Charity be rhruft our : 
and rather than Jews or Genrites 
without, or in the Church, ſhoald be 
ſcandalized againſt the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion: I ſay when confider this, I 
cangor 
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cannot imagine but that if he had 
been in your circumſtances, but that 
he would have yielded to, have dong 
any thing not finful in it felf}, and 
every whit as muchas you need todo, 
to have prevented or removed ſuch 
manifold and intolerable evils as 
Schifm hath brought upon us. « 
You may and do perhaps think 
that if things relating ro the external 
adminiſtration of 'Gods Ordinances 
and worlhip, are, at leaſt in great 
part, left ſo much undetermined and 
at liberty, to chyſe this or that as cir- 
cumſtances ſhall *dire&, as I have af 
ſerted they are: then why ſhould you 
be reſtrained from making uſe of thar 
which you apprehend obo the beſt? 
There is no doubt but that this may 
be done, this liberty be uſed, when 
other mens good or hurt 1s not con- 
cerned init. But when my forbear- 
tag to uſe this liberty will tend to the 
publick good, and my uſing of it to 
2 pablick hurt (which is plaioly the 
caſe before us.) then I ſhould not a4 
like ſuch a Chriſtian as St. Paxl was, if 
under 
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under theſe circumſtances I ſhould uſe 
that liberty which out' of them 
might freely uſe. St. Paxl faith, a// 
thivgs are lawful for me,byt-all things 
are not expedient : all things are law- 
fol for me , but all things edifie not © 
all things are lawfull for me, but I 
will not brought under the power of 
axy, 1 Cor. 6. 12. and 10. 23, His 
meaning I doubt not is, that though 
thoſe things which he ſpeaks of, were 
ia themſclves ſimply conſidered law- 
ful, and ſuch as,to which he had an 
affetion alſo, yer he reſolved this not- 
withſtanding , that he would not be 
brought under the power of them, 
but would hold and keep himſelf at 
liberty to uſe his liberty one way or 
another,according as it would be con- 
litent with , or tend to the publick 
gqad, or,to.forbear touſe it when. it 
tended to thecontrary. Now:Ihave 
repreſented to you before in part, how 
many, great, and lamentable, the evils 
are, which are brought on this Church 
and Nation, by your aſſuming the li- 
berty, you, uſe under the preſent cip- 
cumſtances 
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cumſtances in which you are. Aod 
therefore methinks if you can but 
tell how to reconcile your (elves unto 
St. Paxlrwmind and reſolution, you 
ſhoyld quickly and withoue any great 
helitarion , deff and put a ſtop to 


your preſent proceeding, and return 
to Parochial Communion. 


Hope ar do not think that the 
1 intereſt of Religion in the Souls 
and lives of men , is more advanta- 
ged than damnified in the total ac- 
connt by your dividing; or that it 
*would at all bave loſt in the general 
account of profit and loſs, in caſe it 
never had been begun 4iace the Re- 
formation. If you do, Iacknowledge 
my (elf herein to differ from you: 
unleſs you cſtimate mens religiouſneſs 
by their zeal for and agajaſt outward 
modes.and forms,and opinions in Re- 
ligion, .aad for and againſt parties, up- 
on account of thoſe forms and opi- 
aioos 5 and -not by their ſober and 
ſerious 
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ſerious piety, modeſty, humility, fi- 
delity, Taſtice and Charity, together 
with their Faith in our Lord Jeſas 
Chriſt: which are the thingsÞy which 
I meaſure mens religiouſneſs. And I 
appeal to all ſuch among you as are 
in a like” capacity with my ſelf in 
point of age and experience in this 
matter, to make a Judgment of this 
Nature ; whether there be not juſt 
cauſe to fear that Religion hath loſt 
ground among us upon the account 
of our diviſions, fo as it never would 
have done if they never had been be- 
gan : beſides the hazard we run'of 
expoſing ' our poſlterities to loſe the 
ſubſtance by our contending for cir- 
cumſtance: and beſides the tempta- 
tion we have thereby put upon men 
to call the whole of Chriſtianity into 
queſtion, and thereupon to give reins 
to their luſts more than ever before 
ſiace the Reformation was firſt made. 
I pray God fo to bind the confidera- 


tion of theſe things upon your minds, 


that you may be awakened thereby, 
gut of I know not what dream into 


which 


. 
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which a great many of the good peo» 
ple of this Nation have fallen. 
There is nothing hardly in Chriſti- 
anity more evident than that matters 
of Jeſs moment are to give way to 
thoſe of greater, circumſtance to ſub- 
ſtance, conveniencies to neceſlaries, 
a leſs convenience to a greater, a 
greater inconveniency to a leſs, duties 
only by Poſitive Inſtitution, to thoſe 
which are morally or naturally ſuch ; 
as might be ſhewed id many other 
Scriptures, belides thoſe now yy 5. 5. 
touch'd on about Chriſtian aw. 12, 
liberty.” And I think nothing #97: 
gives a more dire contradiction to 
all this, than the Schiſm that is made 
among us, or the things by which it 
is made: becauſe by this you make 
matters of greater momentto truckle 
and yield to thoſe that are leſs, cir- 
cumſtance to ſubſtance , matters ne- 
ceſſary to thoſe of conveniency, a 
greater convenience to a leſs, aud (o 
on. Forl appealto the light of your 
own, reaſon, and to your Coolcience, 
whether the affairs of Religion in re- 
ference 
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ference to the Church of God and- to 


the World, are ſo much concerned in ' 


baving Gods worſhip and Ordinances 
adminiſtred in your way, rather, than 
in the way of the Church of England, 
as they are in the peace and unity 

the Charch, and in what depends.up- 
on them : Whether the Souls of men 
in general, both of thoſe which ad- 
here to you, and of. thoſe which do 


not, are advantaged by your way of 


adminiſtration above what they ate 
and would bein the way of theChurch 
of Ezgland, more than they are hurt 
by the diviſion and ſeparation that" 1s 
made about that difference : Whethet 
the Chriſtian Religioa be more ho- 
noured abroad in” other Nations, 
among Chriſtians and Infidels, x on 
one, than hurt by the other: &- 
ther the Proteſtant Cauſe both at 
home and abroad, gains more by'the 
one than it is hurt by the other: and 
whether more ſecured to - poſterity 


by the one, than endangered by the 


other: Whether error and hereſhie be 
more ſuppreſt by the one, than pro- 
pagated 
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pagated by the other : and laſtly, 
whether Charity, Humility, and other 
Chriſtian vertues or graces, wherein 
the ſubſtance and power of Religion 
conſiſts, are farthered in your way 
above what they are and would be in 
the way of the Church of England, 
more than they are hindered bySchiſm 
and ſeparation. 
. Now if the affairs and concerns of 
Religion among men, do in theſe and 
any other reſpe&tsloſe more by your 
Schilim than they get by having the 
worlſbip of God adminiſtred in your 
way rather than in the way of the 
Church of Exglend, as doubtleſs they 
do, and the thing is too manifeſt to 
be denied 3 Then you muſt needs be 
as certainly guilty of making matters 
of-greater moment to ſtoop and fub- 
mit..tothoſe of leſs, as ever the Phas 
riſees were of paſling over the weigh- 
niex matters of the Law, and conten- 
tzng themſelyes that they tithed Miat, 
Amie, and Cummin. 
»cThere isno fuch proportion of ve- 
lze in your way of external- admini- 
ſtration 
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ſtration of holy things, as different 
from that'of the Church of "England, 
as makes it worthy ro be put mn com- 
petition, with the peace and nnity of 
the Church, aud what depends there- 
on. For the Scripture no where Jays 
any ſuch injunuRion upon us, to'ot 
ſerve one way or manner of external 
adminiſtration of the right ſubſtance 
of worſhip, (ſuppoſing it to be done 
in common language) as it does for 
the keeping of the unity of the ſpirit in 
the bond of peace : nor gives at 
caution againſt any external form of 
adminiſtration, except rhat which is 
made in an unktown tongue, as it 
does againſt the breach of the PE 
and unity of the Church, and the 
many conſequent ill effefts thereof. 
Nor is there any ſuch »tzlity in yortt 
way of adminiftration , as different 
from that of the Church of England, 
as makes it worthy*to be pat in com- 
perition with the peace ard” unity of 
the Church... 1 preſume there is no 
ſober, ſerious Chriſtian among” yott, 
' Will fay that your way of admimittra- 
| tion 
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tion makes any ſuch difference in the 
hearts. and lives of Chriſtians, but 
that there were heretofore aud are 
now, . Chriſtians in Communion with 
the Church. of Exglend, as ſober, 
righteous, and godly, as any among 
you. I know nothing therein to hin- 
der man from being as holy and as 

ood as he hath a mind to be. It is 
the difference in menymore or leſs at- 
tendance to the ſubſtance of Chriſti- 
avity ;.. that: makes. them better or 
worle Chriſtians, and not their uſing 
different undetermined circumſtances 
io the adminiſtration of worſhip. 

And if it be ſo that your way of 
adminiſtration as different from that 
of. the Church of Ezgland, holds no 
ſuch. proportion of value or utility, 
as makes jt gay. bu be iQ 

on with t and unit 
of the Church ; Then for you to bring 
It mto competition therewith, nay.to 
it above the peace and unity of 
Church, aod what d s there- 

an, as It is apparent o,is #thin 
altogether anaccoutabl, and aq > 
con- 


_ 


194 "of Frfcity niihet 


cohtrad i100 ty'that vein gf DeQtive 
10 the Scriptitre which 'T haye meh- 
tioned above. 

I know yoh will be ready enov} h 
to ſay, that if it beſo bad a thin 
is to put Undetertnined cir vf.fo 
ces in the, '#dmidiſtratioh 'of holy 
things into , competition *with he 
peace atid unity of 'the Church, 
youlay 1tis3. it cantiot be G00 
in them, Who * nnpolga 
thiogs upoh us as conditi CGG 


mumon, do-purt them 'intv 
tate and to cope 


tin with the, 
Church' "tf, which is Gides upd 
o Biir 
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The confideration of the inequality 
& diſproportionethat is between ſome 
uadetermined circumſtances ifthe ad- 
miniſtration of holy things, arid the uat- 
ty and peace of the Church;would,as1l 
 havereaſonto prefume,have prevailed 
before now to have obtained ſore caſe 
for the ſake of ſuch as are really con- 
ſcientiouſly ſcrupulous, but withal 
peaceable,and as ſcrupulous to diſturb 
the peace of the Church on the one 
hand, as they are todifturb the pegee 


oftheir own Conſcience on the other; 
I ſay, this probably would have ob- 


tained ere now, had not your carryi 
things with ſo high a hand of oppofi- 
tion, obſtructed ir, and hardened their 
hearts againſt you, in whoſe pawer 
it isto caſe you. AndTam very full 
of confidence, that that very couſi- 
deration-. I have now mentioned, 
would yet prevail with them to give 
you eaſe, if you would butabare your 
open oppoſition, and comply ſaifdr 
as/] am+confident the greateſt partiot 
. you can do, without offending your 
Conſcience, For it you d, but 
yet 
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be' prevailed -withal-thus to do; 
whois ſo hard-hearted and fo regard- 
leſs of the unity and peace of the 
Church, and what depends thereon, 
2s would not in their places and ca- 
pacities. ſeek your eaſe? Butgfk you 
cannot be prevailed withal, I cannot 
eafily tell you how much I dread the 
conſequence of it, 


Ime was when it was the appre- 
henſon of many of you, that 
private and perſonal applicatiog by 
you that are Miniſters, to the people 
of 'your reſpe&ive Pariſhes, from 
Houſe to Houſe, was of very great 
uſe for their profiting in Religion 3 
yea ſo great, that ſome of you have 
thought you did more good that way, 
has by your publick miniſtration; 
avd that, in great Pariſhes eſpecially, 
more Miniſters than oge were neceſla- 
ry for the carrying on of this and the 
publick work. Yea, you thought 
this ſo profitable and fo neceſſary, as 
that the Miniſters in ſeveral Counties, 
O 3 as 
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as of Worceſter, Eſſex, Cumberland, 
Weſtmorland, ec. did enter, into g 
mutual agreement to ingage in this 
work, ol publiſhed the fame with 
intent asI ſuppoſe to excite others tq 
do lo Akewiſe. This conſidered, if 
the promoting of Religion, among 
the people, both in knowledge atj 
practice, was and is your great deſign 
(and I will not be 74 uncharitable as 
to judge it neither was aor is) I can- 
pot but think I confeſs that you were 
ſomewhat unhappy, and the Nation 
too, in that you did not think of and 
undertake this method of imptoying 
our Talents, rather than that yay 
ave choſen, when neceflity in, fome 
ſort put you upon it, and wherein you 
might have been fo greatly ſervice- 
able; and that not only without of- 
feading againſt the publick Laws and 
Peace of the Church, but alſo to 
your great hotiour and high accepta- 
tion with good men. And if thoſe 
who gow ſupport you in point: of 
Livelyhood, ig the way you are in, 
would not or will got do the ſame or 
more 
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among us. - Hf therefore (faith he 
that is Wrong: thives 4 A of by, 
rity among you; let bim ſay, If it be 
for we, that ſedition, contention, and 
diviſion ariſe,” T will depart, T will be 
gone whither you will : I will do what 
the people command mo; ſo be it that 
the: flock of Chriſt may live in peace 
with thoſe Prerbyters that are ſet over 
thew. He that ſhall do this (faith he) 
will win himſelf much honour in the 
Lord, and every place will gladlyre-. 
ceive him.” Let me ſay to you upon 
this occalion , as St. Pax! alſo faid n 
his Epiſtle to the ſame Church, Chap. 
14. 36. What ? came the word of 
God to you only, or from you' only # 
Doyouthink that Religion m the Na- 
tion depends ſo much upon your pub- 
lick laþours, as that it would fink it 
you did not thereby uphold it?/ Me- 
thinks you ſhould not, F am ſure there 
is no reaſon why you ſhould. ' Aud 
if not, then' either Clemens Romanus 
was out in his forementroned advite, 
pr elſe you ſeem to be ſon your pre- 
ferit practice as differing much from : 
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Will add one thing more before [ 
conclude. I find by ſome of 

priated Papers as well as by nerkbaal 
diſcourſe , that it rans much in your 
minds, that if you could but be in+ 
dulged a liberty by the Civil Powery 
in - ſeparate way in which you 
now-a(t, it would free you from the 
imputation of Schiſm ; which I appre» 
hend, yader your favour, to be a great 
miſtake, for theſe reaſons. Firſt, Be- 
cauſe your prattioe herein, notwith- 
ſtanding ſuch an indulgence, would 
be-a Eoiatics from: the "Primitive 
pattern of Church Communion, All 
the Chriſtians then, «s I have ſhew'd 
before, did (till aſſociate e her in 
Ghurch Communion, in the places 
_ where they did reſide ; and accord- 
ingly the Churches received their de- 
nomination of being the Church at 
Rome, at Corinth. e>c. from the civil 
bounds. And I have ſhew'd alſo, that 
{0:t0-do is moſt accommodate ro the 
ends/and. purpoſes of Church Com- 
munjor, And for any in theſe 
Churches, 
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Churches, whiles they did refide upon 
the place, to have rent: themſelyes,off 
from Communion with thoſe, and to 
have ſer up for themſelves in the ſame 
place (otherwiſe than what was done 
with conſeat when their numbers made 
it convenient to meet in diſtin afſem- 
blies) or. ſhould have gone and have 
united themſelves with a Church in 
another place, as diſowning Commy- 
nion with thoſe from whorn went 
off, when there was nq neceflity of 
doing ſo, or of finaing, would have 
beea a down-right Schiſm, and ſeems 
to have beea the very caſe of thoſe 
St. Jude ſpeaks of, that ſeparated 
themſelves, beings ſenſual, not having 
the Spirit, Jude19. Now then when 
there have beea Churches © Chriſth 
an Profeſſors in this Nation, and dj- 
ſtioguiſhed by the civil bounds and 
Preciats, for order and government 
ſake, in like (ort as they were in the 
Apoltles times; for you in this caſe to 
read from them, and fer up other 
Churches in the ſame places, and.re- 
nounce Gammunion with the firlt, by 
wa 
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word or deed, without a riecelſity es 
do ſo or fin; though you ſhouJd not 
perhaps fin againſt the Civi! Power in 

viog ſo, in cafe you had theiF teave, 
yet this would not free you from 
Schifm in making a caufleſs breach in 
the Church. 

Secondly, IT have ſhewed that a ga- 
thering out the better people from 
among thoſe which are not (o good, 
and to make a new Church thereot, 19 
croſs to' one principal end of Church 
Conſociation,which is, that the berter 
mighe help the worſe, and the ftrong 
bring forward the weak, the more 
ſpiricual part help to ſpiritualize the 
more carnal, The contrary is, as if 
the grown perſons in a Family ſhould 
withdraw from the Children, and 
the healthy from thoſe that are fick, 
which every body would cry outof. 
And if the Higher Powers ſhould 
connive at ſuch diſorders, the thin 
would be never the better 1n F 
IE. . 

"Thirdly, I have ſhew'd what bad 
effes Schiſm does i 
oy ay 
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and how contrary it is in it ſelf to the 
Dadrine of the Apoſtles ; and if it 
be and do fo, leave from the Civil 
Powers to perpetrate this evil, would 
never {anttife it, or make it other 
than it is 18 its own nature, that's 


ſinful. 


Aving (aid thus much as you ſee, 
I ſhall not need to make any 
farther Apology why I have done it, 
than what you have in the beginning 
of this Addrels. And as to what it 
cohſfiſts of, I ſhall Truſt it to ſpeak for 
it ſelf (if you will but make that al- 
lowance to the Author, which con- 
fidering his circumſtancty, I am con- 
fident ingenuity will not deny him; ) 
Oaly this [ can, and therefore mw) 
ſay, that I am not conſcious to my 
ſelf of having offered any abuſe to 
the Scriptures by any undue interpre- 
tation, or to you by any miſ-apphea- 
tion ofthem, nor by any miſ-repre- 
lcatation of. you, in principle - pre- 
ice ? 
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ice: though I do not think you are 
all of a piece in both: And there 
fore all that's ſaid is not to be appliect 
toall alike, all being not alike guilty? 
of the Schiſm ſo much complained off 
in-this Addreſs. As my intention in| 
the undertaking of which was the 
publick goodzſo upon review I cannot 
R_ that I have ſaid any thing 
ut what is one way or other agree- 
able to that deſign, nor unbecoming 
any manof a modeſtly publick ſpirit 
And if the. removal of a publick 
grievance out of the Church, and the 
procuring its publick benefit, "hath 
made ghe mention and diſcovery of 
thoſe things -neceſlary , the mention 
and - diſcovery of which are likelieſt 
to. offend ſome; yet the neceſlity off 
that.as a means to ſo worthy an end, 
will I hope plead my excuſe with 
them , and fatisfic them upon aftex' 
thoughts, | And if this Addreſs may? 
contribute any thing to the publick; 
good, either while 1 am alive, or at-+ 
ter, my Death, though but inthe! 
leaſt degree, (of which 1 do not-al-+ 
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\ Wherefore 'to conclude : If you 
'Fould not then have'the power and 
ſpirit of Religion ceaſe from among 
us,'or degenerate into form and/un- 
XKindlineſs of remper : If you would 
not 'leave 'the people in fuperftition, 
into which you ſeem'to have led them, 
nor be puilty of adding to Gods word, 
by making them believe he hath for- 
bidden and commanded, what he hath 
not forbidden 'nor commanded, but 
Ieft to ſuch direion as general rules 
»1d' emergent circumſtances thall-ſug- 
{zeſt to'prudent men: It :yow would 
*nor'vary from'the Primitive! pattern 
by ſeparating from the Chriſtian Con- 
gregations where 7yourrelide,, 'when 
ou arenotneceſrated toit or tolin? 
you would not tempt men'to think 
that Religion is but.an uncertain _ 
and matter of ſquable: \If you woul 
not give-occation of jealouke ,-that 
due 'regard'1s wanting m 'you to-Or- 
der and Government : 'If »you would 
"not "betray our /Poſterity 'jato the 
bands 
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Hands of Popiſh Policy, and' Power, 
nor expoſe the Church of God in this 
Nation to that ruin which. hath befal- 
Jen other Churches in other places and 
Ages of the World through diviſions 
among themſelves z Then be perſwa- 
ded ] beſeech you to conſult ſome 
better things than the keeping ſtill 
open the wide breach among us can 


poſlible promiſe you. 


F arewel. 


THE END. 


